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FEATURES OF THIS WORKBOOK 
 

Obviously, this is quite a task laid ahead of you. But for now, you are on the re-
ceiving end of discipleship. We have prepared this workbook for you to help you 
along the way. There are several features built into this workbook you should be 
aware of. 

 
1) It is designed for self-study. Although someone will be help you through it, 

you will be doing most of the work yourself. The material is arranged so you 
will cover one topic each week. You may either complete all five pages of this 
weekly material at one time or you may easily break it up and do a page of 
work on five separate days. 

2) Most of the Bible verses are cited for you to look up rather than being quoted 
in the text for you. This is intentional in order to help you learn how to find 
your way around the Bible for yourself. At first you may need to look up each 
book of the Bible in the table of contents of your Bible. But as time goes on, 
you will find yourself becoming more and more familiar with the Scriptures 
and easily turn to any book of the Bible. 

3) The workbook is based on the New International Version 2011 (NIV) of the 
Bible. There are several good translations of the Bible available, but we chose 
to use the NIV because of it’s contemporary wording. If you do not already 
have an NIV Bible you should get one to make your studies go smoother. 

4) In some of the sections, you will be given a Scripture to memorize each week. 
Please be faithful to commit these verses to your heart. The Word of God has 
power to change your life and make you want to do the things God has called 
you to do. Write down your memory verses on a card and carry it around with 
you. Memorize it as you do your daily activities like brushing your teeth and 
washing your dishes. 

5) When you have completed the material for a topic, someone in your small 
group (who has already gone through it) should review it with you. They will 
be available to answer any questions you have. Their main purpose will be to 
help you see the importance of what you learned for being a more effective 
disciple of Jesus Christ. You can also complete the test in the back, turn it in 
to the office & receive a certificate of completion. 

6) This is the second of seven workbooks in our “Discovery Series.” Don’t be 
alarmed at the length of time it may take to complete them. You can go 
through them one step at a time and at your own pace so you will not be over-
whelmed. And remember, you have a lot of ideas, desires, and habits left over 
from your old life that must be overcome if you are to live and love like Jesus. 
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Introduction 

Can a person know God?  

Many have presumed that it is impossible. However, throughout the Bible, it is made plain that not only 
can we know God, but it is God’s desire that we know Him, and it is best for us to know Him.  
 

Exodus 31:13   
“Say to the Israelites, ‘You must observe my Sabbaths. This will be a sign between me and you for 
the generations to come, so you may know that I am the LORD, who makes you holy.  

 
It is one thing to know about God, knowing facts about Him. We call this academic knowledge, the kind 
of knowledge you get from education or knowledge. It is quite another to know God personally – as you 
would know someone with whom you have a relationship.  
 

Isaiah 43:10  “You are my witnesses,” declares the LORD, “and my servant whom I have chosen, 
so that you may know and believe me and understand that I am he. Before me no god was 
formed, nor will there be one after me.  

 
John 8:19  . . . “If you knew me, you would know my Father also.”  
 
John 10:14  “. . . I know my sheep and my sheep know me . . .” 

 
God is an active God. He is always at work in the lives of mankind. He extends an invitation to us, 
“Come to me . . . “  
 

Isaiah 55:3      “Give ear and come to me; listen that you may live . . .“ 
 
The Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke & John) show Jesus entering the lives of people and inviting them to 
follow Him from wherever they were at the time. From tax booths and fishing boats. He required nothing 
else of them but that they follow Him. They did not delay their response, but evidently sensed the urgen-
cy inherent in the invitation. 
 

Isaiah 55:6  “Seek the LORD while he may be found; call on him while he is near.” 
 
God invites, and we respond. Hopefully, we respond by moving forward, with a desire to know Him bet-
ter and better. May God bless your journey as you get acquainted and build your relationship with Him.  
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We’d like to start each lesson with prayer.  Let 
your prayer come right from your heart.  Speak to 
God as if He is right there with you – because He 
IS! Even though you may choose different words, 
here’s an example of what you could ask of Him: 
 
“Father God, I want to know you. I want to 
know you better and better each day – and I 
don’t want just an academic knowledge of You. I 
want to know you personally, deeply, intimately. 
As I go through this study, I ask that you reveal 
yourself to me and speak to me. Open my heart 
and my mind and help me to receive everything 
that you have for me. I give myself to you right 
now. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.”  
 
 
There is nothing new under the sun. Since ancient 
times, individuals, kingdoms and nations have 
created their own special ‘gods’ based upon their 
own particular feelings, opinions, superstitions 
and beliefs. Unfortunately, our feelings and opin-
ions are fickle at best. Out of these feelings and 
opinions come equally unsteady superstitions and 
beliefs. Therefore, the following statement, made 
by Jesus, is of great magnitude in our pursuit to 
know the one true God. 
 

John 17:3 
“Now this is eternal life: that they 
________ you, the ________ ________ 
God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have 
sent.”  

 

WHO IS GOD?  
At some point in our lives each of us has a tenden-
cy to wonder, “Is there a God?” and if there is a 
God, “What does that mean to me, personally?” 
 
How wonderful it is to come to the realization that 
God IS real and active in our lives – and not only 
that, but He yearns for us to know Him and en-
treats us to come to Him. How do we know this? 
Because He has given us an account of Himself 
and how He relates to mankind. He has a plan for 
our individual lives and for all of creation. He has 

revealed these things to us in the Bible.  
 
Later on, we’ll talk more about the Bible and why 
we believe it is authentic and authoritative for us 
today. For this particular lesson, we simply want to 
present what the Bible says about God Himself.  
 
God is SOVEREIGN  

When we say that God is sovereign, we mean that 
He is the One who has ultimate authority to rule. 
He is the King, the Lord, the “boss.” The Bible 
teaches us that there is only ONE God. He reigns 
over all creation and all people.  
 

Ephesians 4:4-6 
There is ______ body and ______ Spirit, 
just as you were called to ______ hope 
when you were called; 5  ______ Lord, 
______ faith, ______ baptism; 6  ______ 
God and Father of all, who is over all and 
through all and in all. 

 
He is the One who created all things . . .  

 
I John 1:3 
Through him ______ things were made; 
without him nothing was made that has 
been made. 

 
therefore He has control over all things . . .  

 
Isaiah 14:24  
The LORD Almighty has sworn, “Surely, 
as I have _____________, so it ________ 
____, and as I have purposed, so it will 
happen.  

 
. . . and He sustains all things. 

 
Colossians 1:16-17  
. . . all things have been created 
______________ him and ______ him. 
17  He is before all things, and in him all 
things ________ ________________. 

Who God Is 
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God is ETERNAL 

He existed before anything else existed. He has no 
beginning or end. God was God before time and 
exists outside of time.  
 

Psalm 90:2 
Before the mountains were born or you 
brought forth the whole world, from 
______________________ to 
______________________ you are God.  

 
He is not bound by time or controlled by time, as 
we humans are. Think of that marvelous truth!  
 

II Peter 3:8 
But do not forget this one thing, dear 
friends: With the Lord a ______ is like a 
thousand __________, and a thousand 
years are like a day. 

 
God created time and exists outside of it. 
 

Revelation 1:8 
“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the 
Lord God, “who ____, and who ______, 
and who ____ ____ ________, the Al-
mighty.”  

 

God is COMPLETE 

God is complete in Himself and has no need to 
depend upon anything or anyone else.  
 

John 5:26  
For as the Father has life ____ 
______________, so he has granted the 
Son also to have life in himself. 

 
Acts 17:25  
And he is ______ ____________ by hu-
man hands, as if he needed anything. Ra-
ther, he himself gives everyone life and 
breath and everything else. 

 
Though He is separate from creation, He has not 
separated Himself from the care and sustenance of 

His creation.  
 

Genesis 1:1  
In the beginning God ______________ 
the heavens and the earth.  

 
Matthew 6:26 
Look at the birds of the air; they do not 
sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet 
your heavenly Father __________ them. 
Are you not much more valuable than 
they? 

 
God is OMNISCIENT 

Omniscience simply means that God knows every-
thing! He is intimately acquainted with every de-
tail of His creation. He created it all, and He 
knows it all! I love the quote by Ken Hamm, 
“Compared to God, we don’t know very much.”  
 

Isaiah 46:9-10 
Remember the former things, those of 
long ago; I am God, and there is no other; 
I am God, and there is none like me. 10  I 
________ ____________ the end from 
the beginning, from ancient times, what is 
still to come. I say, ‘My purpose will stand, 
and I will do all that I please.’  

 
Psalm 147:5 
Great is our Lord and mighty in power; his 
understanding has ____ ____________.  

 
He knows all that happens, all that exists, and all 
time – past, present, and future. God knows all 
people, because He created each one.  
 

Hebrews 4:13 
______________  in all creation is 
____________ from God’s sight. Every-
thing is uncovered and laid bare before the 
eyes of him to whom we must give ac-
count. 

 

Who God Is 
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God knows you better than anyone else, better 
than you know yourself. 
 

Psalm 139:1-4 
You have searched me, LORD, and you 
know me. 2  You know when I sit and 
when I rise; you perceive my thoughts 
from afar. 3  You discern my going out and 
my lying down; you are _______________ 
with ______ my ________. 4  Before a 
word is on my tongue you, LORD, know it 
completely.  

 
God knows the motives of your heart (why you do 
what you do). 
 

Proverbs 16:2  
All a person’s ways seem pure to them, but 
______________ are _______________ 
by the LORD.  

 
God knows your thoughts – everything that is in 
your mind.  
 

Ezekiel 11:5  
. . .  “This is what the LORD says: That is 
what you are saying, you leaders in Israel, 
but I ________ what is going through your 
________. 

 
Psalm 139:2  
. . . you perceive my ________________ 
from afar.  

 
God knows you intimately, even down to the 
number of hairs on your head!  He knows your 
name. He’s known you since you were being 
formed in your mother’s womb. 
 

Luke 12:7 
Indeed, the very __________ of your head 
are all ________________. . .  

 
John 10:3   
. . . He calls his own sheep ____ ________ 
and leads them out. 

 
Psalm 139:13   
For you _______________ my inmost be-
ing; you ________ ____ together in my 
mother’s womb.  

 
No one can know creation better than the One 
Who created it!  
 
God is OMNIPRESENT 

When we say that God is omnipresent, we simply 
mean that He is everywhere at all times. The Bible 
describes Him as being both near and far away.  
 

Proverbs 15:3  
The eyes of the LORD are 
___________________, keeping watch on 
the ______________ and the ________.  

 
Jeremiah 23:23   
“Am I only a God ____________,” de-
clares the LORD, “and not a God ______ 
________?  

 
Acts 17:27   
. . . he is ______ ______ from any one of 
us. 

 

Who God Is 
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God is OMNIPOTENT 

His power is unlimited.  He exercises his ability 
effortlessly. He is self-sufficient, needing nothing.  
He is called “El Shaddai”, which means “self-
sufficient” or “almighty.”  
 
A.W. Tozer wrote, “Since He has at His command 
all the power in the universe, the Lord God om-
nipotent can do anything as easily as anything else. 
All His acts are done without effort. He expends 
no energy that must be replenished. His self-
sufficiency makes it unnecessary for Him to look 
outside of Himself for renewal of strength. All the 
power required to do all that He wills to do lies in 
undiminished in His own infinite being.” 
 
Even though God can do anything, He does not 
act in contradiction to His own nature. Even 
though He has the power to do anything, the Bi-
ble says that God cannot lie (Hebrews 6:18). His 
nature is good, honest, and true – therefore to act 
in a way that is bad, deceitful and false would be 
contrary to His nature.  
 
• God is omnipotent in Creation. In Isaiah 

44:24, God says that “I am the Maker of all 
things . . . I spread out the earth by Myself.”   

 
• God is omnipotent in the Resurrection.  He 

has power and authority over death. Jesus laid 
down His life and then took it up again.  (John 
10:17-18) 

 
• God is omnipotent in Salvation. He is able to 

keep you from stumbling, able to complete the 
work He has begun in you.  (Jude 24-25) 

 
• God is omnipotent in His understanding. 

 
Psalm 147:5   
Great is our Lord and mighty in power; his 
understanding has ____ __________.  

 

Having an omnipotent God gives us a source for 
confidence. He can handle any problem you have! 
He has the power to help you! Nothing is too diffi-
cult for Him. No prayer is too hard for Him to 
answer. No need is too great for Him to supply. 
No passion is too strong for Him to conquer. No 
temptation is too powerful for Him to deliver you 
from. No despair is too deep for Him to relieve.  
 

Jeremiah 32:27   
“I am the LORD, the God of all mankind. 
Is ________________ too hard for me?” 

 
.  

Who God Is 
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Who God Is 

God is HOLY 

The word, ‘holy’ is often misunderstood. The 
word translated from the Hebrew actually means 
“set apart” or “dedicated for a righteous cause.” 
Something that is holy is separated from defile-
ment or impurity, and kept for things that are 
pure and good. 
 
God is set apart – unique – there is no other like 
Him. He is perfect in His character and actions. 
His nature and presence are magnificent.  

 
Even though the next passage, from the book of 
Isaiah, is lengthy, it is very important in showing 
the contrasts between God and man.  
 

Isaiah 6:1-6 
In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw 
the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a 
throne; and the train of his robe filled the 
temple. 2  Above him were seraphim, each 
with six wings: With two wings they cov-
ered their faces, with two they covered 
their feet, and with two they were flying. 
3  And they were calling to one another: 
“________, holy, holy is the LORD Al-
mighty; the whole earth is full of his glo-
ry.” 4  At the sound of their voices the 
doorposts and thresholds shook and the 
temple was filled with smoke. 5  “Woe to 
me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man 
of _____________ lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have 
seen the King, the LORD Almighty.”  

 
So, here in Isaiah, we see the contrast between 
man and God. God is holy. Man is unclean. And 
yet, he calls us to be like Him.  
 

Leviticus 19:1-2 
. . . ‘Be ________ because I, the LORD 
your God, am ________.  

 
 

 
Roman 8:28   
And we know that in all things God works 
for the good of those who love him, who 
have been called according to his purpose. 

 
God’s holy nature calls for separation from any-
thing that is impure. Sin causes us to be separated 
from God because it is against his nature.  
 
The word translated from the Greek as ‘sin’ means 
‘missing the mark.’ It includes wrongdoing, bad 
attitudes, failure, impurity and other negative 
forms of behavior. Sin causes us to “miss the tar-
get” – to move away from the purpose for which 
God created us. He hates the sin, yet offers  re-
demption from anything that is unclean. 
 
He wants to have fellowship with us. So – God’s 
desire for us is that we allow Him to make us holy, 
as He is holy. His very nature influences us toward 
repentance, redemption and holiness. 
 

I John 1:9 
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and 
just and will forgive us our sins and purify 
us from all unrighteousness. 

 
I John 3:5 
But you know that he appeared so that he 
might take away our sins. And in him is no 
sin. 

 
If the end of the matter was simply that God is 
holy, and humanity is sinful, that would not be 
very good  
news at all! But that is not the end of the matter.  
 
The majestic, holy, all-powerful God loves us and 
has provided a way for us to escape the curse and 
bondage of sin. This is a very important topic 
which deserves special attention. So we will ad-
dress it in detail in an upcoming chapter.  
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Again, let’s start with prayer.  You can pray these 
words, or choose your own, always speaking from 
your heart right to God Himself.  
 
“Father God, be with me as I learn more about 
You. Help me to know you—your character, your 
personality, your love. I want to be more like 
You, to think more like you think, to love like 
you love. Open my heart to receive from you as I 
study this lesson. I have committed myself to you 
and will follow you. Lead me on, Lord. In Jesus’ 
Name. Amen.”  
 
 
God is LOVE  

In the New Testament Greek, the word for God's 
kind of love is agape.  Agape is different from other 
kinds of love. God's love for us is unique in that it 
is self-sacrificing and completely pure in motiva-
tion.  
 
It was the motivation of this godly love that caused 
God to sacrifice His only Son, Jesus Christ, and 
send him into the world to die on a cross for our 
sins. Christ died so we might have life. No one has 
ever loved so much. This is the standard by which 
all other love is measured.  
 

John 3:16 
For God so __________ the world that he 
________ his one and only Son, that who-
ever believes in him shall not perish but 
have eternal life. 

 
The willingness of God to send His Son, and the 
willing death of Jesus Christ demonstrates His 
love and His desire to redeem and liberate us. 
God continually causes good to triumph over evil, 
and He promises that nothing can separate us 
from His love.  
 

Romans 8:35-39 
Who shall separate us from the love of 
Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or perse-
cution or famine or nakedness or danger 
or sword? . . . 38  For I am convinced that 

neither death nor life, neither angels nor 
demons, neither the present nor the fu-
ture, nor any powers, 39  neither height nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of 
God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

God IS Love 



17 

 

The Personhood of God 
No one doubts the personhood of man, and ac-
cording to Genesis 1:26-27, man is made in God’s 
image. So let’s consider God as a person, with a 
definite personality, and the characteristics of per-
sonality.  
 
All through the Bible, the personal pronouns, He, 
Him and His are used to describe God. Nowhere is 
he referred to as, “It.” 
 
When we say that God is a “person,” we do not 
mean that He is human – far from it. We mean 
that God is a rational being with a mind, will and 
emotions.  
 
MIND – God has intelligence. Now that may 
seem like a redundant statement, since earlier in 
this lesson we talked about God being “all know-
ing.” But now we are talking about his intellect in 
terms of personality.  
 

Psalm 139:17   
How precious to me are your 
_______________, God! How vast is the 
sum of them!  

 
WILL – God has a will.  He makes decisions, and 
He has desires and preferences. 
 

1 Corinthians 1:1   
Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus 
by the ________ of God, . . .  

 
Hosea 6:6   
For I ____________ mercy, not sacrifice, . 
. .  

 
EMOTIONS – God has emotions.  The emotions 
of God are clearly seen throughout the Bible 
 
• He loves. 
 

John 3:16   
For God so __________ the world . . .  

 

• He hates. 
 

Psalm 11:5   
. . . those who love violence, he 
__________ with a passion.  
 
Malachi 2:16   
“For I ________ divorce!” says the LORD, 
. . .  

 
• He can be pleased.  
 

Matthew 3:17   
And a voice from heaven said, “This is my 
Son, whom I love; with him I am _______ 
______________.” 

 
• He can be displeased, annoyed, angry, irritated 

– vexed! 
 

Psalm 78:41   
Again and again they put God to the test; 
they __________ the Holy One of Israel.  
 

• He feels compassion. 
 

Genesis 19:16   
. . . for the LORD was _______________. 
 
Psalm 135:14   
For the LORD will give justice to his peo-
ple and have ____________________ on 
his servants.  
 

• He can be angry 
 

Numbers 22:22   
But God was ________ __________  . . . 

 
• He feels joy. 
 

Nehemiah 8:10   
• . . for the ______ of the LORD is your 

strength.”  
 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE . . . 

The Personhood of God 
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• He grieves 
 

Genesis 6:6 (NLT) 
So the LORD was sorry he had ever made 
them and put them on the earth. It broke 
his heart. 

 
• He rejoices. 
 

Isaiah 62:5   
. . . as a bridegroom rejoices over his bride, 
so will your God ______________ over 
you.  
 

• He feels jealousy. 
 
Exodus 34:14   
Do not worship any other god, for the 
LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a 
______________ God.  
 

• He has desires. 
 

II Chronicles 9:8   
. . . Because of the love of your God for 
Israel and his ____________ to uphold 
them forever, . . .  

 

The Desire of God 
God knows us – and he wants us to know Him. 
He placed us on the earth at the specific time and 
the geographic location where we were born. As 
you’ll see in Acts 17:26, He did this for a purpose 
– so that we would seek Him and find Him.   
 

Acts 17:26   
From one man he made all the nations, 
that they should inhabit the whole earth; 
and he marked out their appointed times 
in history and the boundaries of their 
lands. 27  God did this ____ ________ 
they would seek him and perhaps reach 
out for him and find him, though he is 
not far from any one of us. 

 

Micah 6:8   
He has shown you, O mortal, what is 
good. And what does the LORD require of 
you? To act justly and to love mercy and to 
________ humbly ________ your God. 

 
I love that this verse tells us to walk with our God! 
This relationship we have with Him is a journey—
an on-going, life-long journey. 
 
God does not hide from us. He says all we need to 
do is seek Him and we will find Him. He has 
plans for each of us – to do us good. He listens to 
us when we speak to Him. Why not call out to 
Him, ask Him questions, and listen to see what 
He will speak to us? 
 

Jeremiah 29:11-13   
For I know the __________ I have for 
you,” declares the LORD, “plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, 
plans to give you hope and a future. 
12  Then you will call on me and come 
and pray to me, and I will 
____________ to you. 13  You will 
________ me and ________ me when 
you seek me with all your heart. 

The Personhood of God 
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THINGS TO DISCOVER  
 
Consider and meditate upon the characteristics of God taught in this lesson.  
 
How did you view God prior to this lesson?  
 
Has your view of God changed as a result of this lesson? If so, how? 
 
Can you think of any other characteristics to add to this list?  
 
Has your view of yourself changed as a result of knowing God better? If so, how? 
 
Have you begun your personal relationship with God? If so, how would you de-
scribe your relationship? 
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GOD: The Trinity 

Remember to pray as you continue in your study. 
 
“Father, be with me today as I study Your Word. 
I open my heart to You now.  I ask You to show 
me your truth and help me to go beyond mere 
facts to know you personally – your character, 
your wisdom, your love, and your ways. I want to 
grow to be more like you each day.  I pray in the 
Name of Jesus, Amen.” 
 
 
God reveals Himself in scripture as both one and 
three, a difficult concept to fully comprehend. But 
as we learn about it, and apply the model of the 
Trinity to our own lives, we are better able to keep 
a balance between unity and diversity, the one and 
the many. In ourselves, we tend to choose one 
over the other, which leads to an imbalance with 
independent people on one side and a controlling 
community on the other.  Either of these extremes 
is undesirable and improper.  
 
The Trinity is the model for the life of the indi-
vidual in the community. There is distinction 
without separation. There are differences with-
out division. This is clearly God’s desire for His 
people.  
 

John 17:11  
I will remain in the world no longer, but 
they are still in the world, and I am com-
ing to you. Holy Father, protect them by 
the power of your name, the name you 
gave me, so that ________ may be ______ 
as ____ are ______. 

 
First, let’s acknowledge that when we learn about 
the Trinity, we are learning about a mystery. The 
Bible, God's Word, is our foundation and our 
standard for studying this profound revelation of 
Who God is.  
 
The doctrine of the Trinity is a central truth of the 
Christian faith. Before we proceed, we must look 
at the fact that the God of the Bible is one in na-
ture, yet three in personhood. In God, there is a 
perfect balance between unity and diversity.  

The DIVERSITY of the Trinity  
According to the Bible, God is three distinct per-
sons. Each of these persons is recognized as God. 
 
The Father is God 

Scripture says plainly that the Father is God. Jesus 
Himself acknowledged God as Father, and taught 
us to pray to 'Our Father,  
 

Romans 1:7 
. . . Grace and peace to you from God 
______ _____________ and from the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
Matthew 6:9 
“This, then, is how you should pray: “ 
‘Our _____________ in heaven, hallowed 
be your name, . . .” 

 
The Son is God 

In spite of grossly erroneous claims made by athe-
ists and deceivers that Jesus never claimed to be 
God, or the Son of God, the Bible also clearly re-
veals that the Son, Jesus Christ, is God. Beyond 
that, scripture also proves that Jesus believed it 
himself and stated it himself. Jesus Christ is God, 
and He says so!  
 

Colossians 2:9   
For in Christ all the _______________ of 
the ____________ lives in bodily form, 

 
Isaiah 9:6 
For to us a child is born, . . . he will be 
called Wonderful Counselor, 
_____________ ______, Everlasting Fa-
ther, Prince of Peace.  

 
John 5:17-18 
In his defense Jesus said to them, “My Fa-
ther is always at his work to this very day, 
and I too am working.” 18  . . . but he was 
even calling God his own Father, making 
himself __________ with ______. 



23 

 

The Holy Spirit is God 

Perhaps the most often ignored or misunderstood 
Person of the Trinity is the Holy Spirit. Yet, the 
Bible teaches that the Holy Spirit is God, which 
ought to make us want to get to know Him better. 
Jesus spoke of the Holy Spirit as the “Comforter” 
or “Helper,” the “Promised One,” who would 
guide us into all truth. 
 

Genesis 1:1-2 
In the beginning God created the heavens 
and the earth. 2  Now the earth was form-
less and empty, darkness was over the sur-
face of the deep, and the _____________ 
of God was hovering over the waters.  

 
John 15:26 
“When the Advocate comes, whom I will 
send to you from the Father—the 
_____________ of truth who goes out 
from the Father—he will testify about me.”  

 
When Ananias and Sapphira lied to the Holy Spir-
it concerning their giving, Peter told them that 
they had lied to God Himself.  
 

Acts 5:3-4 
Then Peter said, “Ananias, how is it that 
Satan has so filled your heart that you have 
lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for 
yourself some of the money you received 
for the land? 4  Didn’t it belong to you be-
fore it was sold? And after it was sold, was-
n’t the money at your disposal? What 
made you think of doing such a thing? You 
have not lied just to human beings but 
____ _______.” 

 

The UNITY of the Trinity  
Even though God is revealed as three persons, all 
three members of the Trinity function in perfect 
harmony and union – as one.  We call this “the 
Godhead.” Three, yet one. We see this from the 
very beginning. 
 
 

Genesis 1:26 
Then God said, “Let ____ make mankind 
in ______ image, in ______ likeness, . . .”  

 
Notice in Genesis 1, verse 26, that God is speak-
ing and He uses the plural form in referring to 
Himself. He uses the word “us” and then “our”.  If 
God had been only one, he would have said, “I 
will make mankind in my image, in my likeness.” 
 
And yet, He reveals Himself as One. 
 

Deuteronomy 6:4 
Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the 
LORD is ________.  

 
The unity between the Father and the 

Son is amazing and perfect.  

Jesus said that Father and Son were one and the 
same, and that He could do only those things that 
He saw the Father doing ... it is His heart's desire 
to please the Father.  
 

John 10:30 
“. . . __ and the ____________ are 
______.”  

 
John 5:19 
Jesus gave them this answer: “Very truly I 
tell you, the Son can do ______________ 
by ______________; he can do only what 
he sees his Father doing, because whatever 
the Father does the Son also does. 

 
John 8:28-29 
So Jesus said, “When you have lifted up 
the Son of Man, then you will know that I 
am he and that I do nothing on my own 
but speak just what the Father has taught 
me. 29  The one who sent me is with me; 
he has not left me alone, for I 
____________ do what 
_______________ him.” 
 

GOD: The Trinity 
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In the same way, the unity between the 

Son and the Holy Spirit is perfect.  

The Holy Spirit declares what is from Jesus, He 
honors and brings glory to Jesus, and He repre-
sents Jesus in the earth.  
 

John 16:13-14 
(Jesus speaking) “But when he, the Spirit 
of truth, comes, he will guide you into all 
the truth. He will not speak on his own; he 
will speak only what he hears, and he will 
tell you what is yet to come. 14  He will 
______________ ____ because it is 
________ ____ that he will receive what 
he will make known to you.” 

 
There is perfect unity between the Fa-

ther and the Holy Spirit 

And, it is critical to understand that there is per-
fect unity between the Father and the Holy Spirit. 
The Spirit goes out from the Father, and He is the 
One Who makes the Father's will known to us.  
 

John 15:26 
“When the Advocate comes, whom I will 
send to you from the Father—the Spirit of 
truth who ________   ______ ________ 
the ____________—he will testify about 
me.  

 
I Corinthians 2:10-11 
. . . these are the things God has revealed 
to us by his Spirit. The Spirit searches all 
things, even the deep things of God. 
11  For who knows a person’s thoughts ex-
cept their own spirit within them? In the 
same way no one knows the thoughts of 
God except the Spirit of God.  

 
Finally, there is perfect unity between 

the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit together.  

Jesus himself instructed believers to be baptized in 
the name of the Father, in name of the Son, and 
the name of the Spirit. Then, the apostle Paul 

blessed the Church in Corinth in the same way. 
He speaks of all three as equals.  In the Trinity 
there is grace, love, and communion.  
 

Matthew 28:18-19 
Then Jesus came to them and said, “All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. 19  Therefore go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the ____________ and of the 
______ and of the ________ 
____________, . . .” 

 
II Corinthians 13:14 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus 
____________, and the love of ______, 
and the fellowship of the ________ 
____________ be with you all. 

 
The ACTIVITY of the Trinity 

As we discussed earlier, during Creation, right be-
fore He created Adam, God said, 'Let us make 
man in our own image.' In God, there is distinc-
tion without separation, a perfect example of the 
unity we need to have as the body of Christ. We 
must realize that throughout history, all of God 
does all that God does. Creation provides a pic-
ture of this:  
 
• The Father initiates (the thought) 
• The Son mediates (through the Word) 
• The Holy Spirit administrates (through action 

-the dynamic power) 
 
Another picture of the Trinity is found at the Bap-
tism of Jesus by John the Baptist. The Father 
spoke from Heaven, Jesus obeyed, and the Spirit 
anointed and empowered Jesus.  

The Unity of the Godhead 
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THINGS TO DISCOVER  
 
Why is it important for us to understand that God is One?  
 
Has your perspective of God changed as you discover more about the Tri-Unity of 
God? 
 
How does this understanding change how you view yourself and the way you func-
tion in the body of Christ, his church? 
 
How can you apply the model of the Trinity to your own life? Do you consider 
yourself a “unified person?” Are you the kind of person who brings unity to those 
around you? Or do you allow yourself to get involved in strife and disunity?   
 
Is there disunity in your family or church? If so, what are positive steps that can be 
taken to have unity with diversity of gifts and functions?  
 
Read through the Gospel of John. As you do, take care to notice the persons of 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  
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Our Father God 

Prayer: 
 
“Father, I thank You for your Word, where you 
reveal so much of yourself if we only seek. Thank 
you for your promise that if I seek You I will find 
You.  I am coming before you now to ask that 
you will bless my desire to know you more deep-
ly. Show me Yourself, Lord, in Jesus’ Name. 
Amen.” 
 
 
All through the Bible God consistently reveals 
Himself as Father. He is the Father of Israel. 
Prophets refer to God as the Father. He is the Fa-
ther to all who claim Jesus Christ as their Lord. 
Fatherhood is the heart of God, and He wants no 
one to be left fatherless.  
 

Psalm 68:5 
A ____________ to the 
____________________, a defender of 
widows, is God in his holy dwelling.  

 
When the disciples asked Him to teach them how 
to pray, Jesus began with, “Our Father . . .”  
 

Matthew 6:9 
“This, then, is how you should pray: “ 
‘______ ____________ in heaven, hal-
lowed be your name, . . .” 

 
Jesus did not instruct them to pray, “Father of Je-
sus . . .”  He taught them to pray, “OUR Father . . 
.”  By doing this, he reveals that God is close to us 
in relationship. He is involved with us, closely and 
personally. He is involved with His creation, not far 
away from us.  
 

Acts 17:27 
God did this so that they would seek him 
and perhaps reach out for him and find 
him, though he is ______ ______ from 
any one of us.  

 
The Bible clearly shows that He is a Father who 
yearns for relationship and intimate fellowship 

with His children.  
 
Our last lesson discussed the Father's role within 
the Trinity. This lesson will discuss His relation-
ship with us.  
 

GOD THE FATHER 
God is not simply a father; He is THE Father, and 
He has purposefully revealed Himself this way in 
the Bible.  
 
He is the Father of the Lord Jesus Christ 

Jesus is the only begotten Son of the Father in that 
He is uniquely the eternal Son. He is also the only 
Son of God who was actually born from the Fa-
ther in human form, although he has existed with 
the Father eternally.  
 

John 3:16 
For God so loved the world that he gave 
his ______ and ________ ______, that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish 
but have eternal life. 

 
Believers are Children of God by Adop-

tion 

When we believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of 
God, and we confess Him as Lord of our lives, an 
amazing and wonderful transition occurs ... we are 
adopted into the Father's family. We become His 
children by adoption.  
 

Romans 8:15-16 
. . . the Spirit you received brought 
about your ________________ to 
_______________. And by him we 
cry, “Abba, Father.” 16  The Spirit 
himself testifies with our spirit that 
____ _______ __________ 
________________. 
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Our Father 

He is the Father of Israel 

Scripture repeatedly reveals God as the Father of 
Israel. He formed and preserved the nation 
through His power. For those who become believ-
ers in Christ, we are adopted into His family, God 
is our Father, and each one of us becomes an 'heir' 
of His promises.  
 

Jeremiah 31:1 
“At that time,” declares the LORD, “I will 
be the God of all the families of Israel, and 
they will be ____ ____________.”  

 
Hosea 11:1 
“When Israel was a child, I loved him, and 
out of Egypt I called my son.”  

 
 

THE FATHER AS THE CREATOR  
God existed as the Father even before He created 
the heavens and the earth. Everything else came 
out of His fatherhood. God the Father created all 
things and by Him all things are sustained.  
 

I Corinthians 8:6  
. . . yet for us there is but one God, the 
Father, ________ ________ ______ 
____________ ________ and for whom 
we live. . .  

 
Nehemiah 9:6 
You alone are the LORD. ______ 
_________  the heavens, even the highest 
heavens, and all their starry host, the earth 
and all that is on it, the seas and all that is 
in them. You ________ ________ to eve-
rything, and the multitudes of heaven wor-
ship you.  

 
He lavishly provides for His creation.  
 

Matthew 5:45 
. . . that you may be children of your Fa-
ther in heaven. He ____________ his 
______ to ________ on the evil and the 

good, and __________ ________ on the 
righteous and the unrighteous. 

 
He so greatly loves His creation (mankind specifi-
cally) He went so far as to provide redemption for 
it.  
 

Matthew 6:26  
Look at the birds of the air; they do not 
sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet 
your heavenly Father __________ 
________. Are ______ not much 
________ ____________________  than 
they? 

 
John 3:16 
For God so loved the world that he gave 
his one and only Son, that whoever be-
lieves in him shall not perish but have eter-
nal life. 

 
 

THE FATHER OF HIS CHILDREN  
God wants to be your Father, and for you to be 
His child. As we read and study the Bible, we can 
see His nature as Father expressed in many ways: 
love, discipline, protection, provision, and pres-
ence.  
 

II Corinthians 6:18 
And, “I will be a ____________ to you, 
and you will be my ________ and 
___________________, says the Lord Al-
mighty.”  

 
God is the perfect father, and as such, the perfect 
example of how a father is to be. There are so 
many things we can learn from this.  



30 

 

The Fatherhood of God 

How the Father God relates to His Chil-

dren 

 
• He loves them. 
 

I John 3:1 
See what __________ ________ the Fa-
ther has lavished on us, that we should be 
called ________________ of ______! 
And that is what we are! . . .  

 
• He disciplines them. 
 

Hebrews 12:6-7 
. . . because the Lord 
__________________________  the one 
he loves, and he chastens everyone he ac-
cepts as his son.” 7  Endure hardship as 
discipline; God is treating you as his chil-
dren. For what children are not disciplined 
by their father?  

 
• He protects them. 
 

Deuteronomy 1:30 
The LORD your God, who is going before 
you, will __________ ______ ______, as 
he did for you in Egypt, before your very 
eyes, 

 
Psalm 59:16 
But I will sing of your strength, in the 
morning I will sing of your love; for you 
are my _________________, my refuge in 
times of trouble.  

 
• He is with them. 
 

Exodus 33:14 
The LORD replied, “My 
________________ will go ________ you, 
and I will give you rest.”  
 
 
 
 

Hebrews 13:5   
. . . because God has said, 
“__________will I __________ you; 
__________ will I ______________ you.”  

 
• He seeks out those who are lost, those who 

may turn away from Him and fall into trouble. 
The Father loves His children, and does not 
forget them.  

 
Matthew 18:12-14 
“What do you think? If a man owns a hun-
dred sheep, and one of them wanders 
away, will he not leave the ninety-nine on 
the hills and go to _________ ______  the 
______ that wandered off? 13  And if he 
finds it, truly I tell you, he is happier about 
that one sheep than about the ninety-nine 
that did not wander off. 14  In the same 
way your Father in heaven is not willing 
that any of these little ones should perish.  
 

• He is even a Father to the fatherless!  Those 
who have been deprived by natural conditions 
have a Father and a friend in God, and they 
find family in the family of God.  

 
Psalm 68:5-6 

. . . A ____________ to the father-
less, a defender of widows, is God 
in his holy dwelling. 6  God sets the 
______________ in 
_________________ , . . .  
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The Father: Initiator of Relationship 

THE FATHER, INITIATOR OF COVE-

NANT  
We have seen how much God yearns to have rela-
tionship with us. As our Father, He wants to 
“dwell” with us, to live with us throughout our 
lives and to have that close, intimate relationship 
with us. He has continually, throughout history, 
initiated covenant relationships with people.  
 
When we say that He is the initiator, we mean 
that He is the starter, the originator of the action. 
He reaches out to us, and we respond to Him. 
 
The Father originated covenant with: 
 
• Noah 
 

Genesis 9:8-11 
Then God said to Noah and to his sons 
with him: 9  “I now __________________ 
my ________________ with you and 
________ your 
______________________ after you 
10  and with every living creature that was 
with you—the birds, the livestock and all 
the wild animals, all those that came out of 
the ark with you—every living creature on 
earth. 11  I establish my covenant with you: 
Never again will all life be destroyed by the 
waters of a flood; never again will there be 
a flood to destroy the earth.” 

 
• Abraham 
 

Genesis 15:18 
On that day the LORD made a covenant 
with __________ and said, “To your de-
scendants I give this land, from the Wadi 
of Egypt to the great river, the Euphrates— 

 
• Israel  (Exodus 19 through 24) 
 
• David (II Samuel 7:1-17) 

 
• All, through Jesus Christ, the promised New 

Covenant 
 
Jeremiah 31:31 
“The days are coming,” declares the 
LORD, “when I will make a ______ cove-
nant with the people of Israel and with the 
people of Judah.  

 
Hebrews 9:10-15 

Now the first covenant had regula-
tions for worship and also an earth-
ly sanctuary. . . 11  But when Christ 
came as high priest of the good 
things that are now already here, 
he went through the greater and 
more perfect tabernacle that is not 
made with human hands, that is to 
say, is not a part of this creation. . . 
. 15  For this reason Christ is the 
mediator of a ______ covenant, 
that those who are called may re-
ceive the promised eternal inher-
itance—now that he has died as a 
ransom to set them free from the 
sins committed under the first cov-
enant.  
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The Father’s Example 

THE MODEL FATHER 
God is the only perfect Father, the example and 
model for all fatherhood. He provides a pattern 
for earthly fathers to follow. 
 
• Headship -He leads us  
 

Psalm 23:1  
The LORD is my shepherd, I lack nothing. 
2  He makes me lie down in green pastures, 
he ___________ ____ beside quiet waters,  

 
• Care -He provides for us  
 

Genesis 22:14 
So Abraham called that place The LORD 
________ ______________. . . .  

 
II Peter 1:3 
His divine power has given us 
_____________________ we ________ 
for a godly life through our knowledge of 
him who called us by his own glory and 
goodness.  

 

• Nurture -He gives and sustains life  
 

Job 33:4 
The Spirit of God has made me; the 
breath of the Almighty _____________ 
me _________.  

 
Psalm 54:4 
Surely God is my help; the Lord is the one 
who ________________ me.  

 
• Commitment -He never leaves or forsakes us  
 

Deuteronomy 31:6  
Be strong and courageous. Do not be 
afraid or terrified because of them, for the 
LORD your God goes with you; he will 
__________ ____________ you nor 
______________  you.”  

 
God not only provides an example for earthly fa-
thers to follow, but as the loving Father of all who 
will believe in Him, He will help and strengthen 
fathers who call upon His Name.  

THINGS TO DISCOVER  
 
What difference does it make that God is revealed as a Father? 
 
Who did Jesus come to reveal?  (See John 8:28-29) 
 
God is the perfect example of a Father’s love.  Can you think of one person who is 
in need of your love and concern?  
 
When you look at the example of God, the Father, what practical ways can you 
think of to express love to others?  To your wife?  To your own children? To the 
members of your church? To friends and neighbors?  To strangers? 
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The Messiah: God the Son 

Take some time to pray: 
 
“Father, thank you so much for your Father’s 
heart. Thank you for your love. Thank you for 
your desire that we would know You. Now, 
Lord, I am starting a lesson to learn more about 
Your Son, who you sent because you loved us so 
much. I want to be able to grasp more and more 
of Your love. Teach me, Lord. I surrender to 
You. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.” 
 
 
Throughout history, many men have claimed to be 
‘messiahs’. Even in our modern day, there are 
those who claim that they are the ‘way to God,’ or 
that some new or unusual philosophical concept 
will bring them salvation. But Jesus said, “If you 
hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. 
Then you will know the truth, and the truth will 
set you free.” (John 8:31-32)  
 
The fact is, we do not get to make the decision 
about who is our mediator. God, the Father, has 
already made that determination. He sent Jesus 
Christ, his only Son, as the only mediator between 
God and man.  
 

I Timothy 2:5 
For there is one God and ______ media-
tor between God and mankind, the man 
____________ ___________, 

 
Many presume that there are many ways to reach 
God. They think that any and all religious paths 
eventually lead to God. This is a very serious mis-
take. There is only one way, through Jesus Christ, 
God’s Son. Some people ask, “Why does it HAVE 
to be Jesus?” The reason it has to be Jesus is be-
cause that is the way that God has set it up! It was 
HIS decision that we must come through Jesus, 
the promised Messiah. Only by accepting Jesus’ 
sacrifice on our behalf can we find reconciliation 
with God, salvation from our sins, and eternal life.   
 
Rather than questioning or rejecting the way God 
has provided, we should be grateful that God did 

not choose to destroy us because of our sin – grate-
ful that He has offered us a way to be reconciled 
with Him! 
 

John 14:6 
Jesus answered, “I am the way and the 
truth and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except _________________ ____. 

 
God the Son has always been and will always be 
with the Father. He is eternal. He willingly gave up 
his position to become man in Jesus Christ.   
 

THE SON IS ETERNAL  
 
Even though the Trinity is a mystery, scripture 
plainly tells us that God, the Son, is eternal with 
God the Father.  
 
• The Son existed in the beginning with the 

Father even before the creation of the world.  
 

John 1:1 
In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the ________ 
______ ______.  

 
Jesus Himself told the Jews of His day, “Before 
Abraham was, I AM.” (John 8:58) 
 
• The Son receives worship. 
 

Matthew 14:33 
Then those who were in the boat 
________________________ him, saying, 
“Truly you are the Son of God.”  

 
• The Son shares the Father’s glory 
 

John 17:5 
And now, Father, glorify me in your pres-
ence with the __________ ____ ______ 
________ ______ before the world began. 
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From Creation to Incarnation 

• The Son was present and active in creation. 
 

Colossians 1:15-17 
The Son is the image of the invisible God, 
the firstborn over all creation. 16  For ____ 
______ all things were ______________:  
. . . all things have been created 
______________ ______ and ______ 
______. 17  He is before all things, and in 
him all things hold together.  

 
• The Son is ruler over creation. 
 

We see the rulership of Jesus in many ways, 
including His Lordship over:  

 
○ Nature: He calms the wind and the sea 

(Matthew 6:23-27) 
○ Disease: He heals the sick (Mark 6:56) 
○ Demons: He casts out evil spirits (Luke 

8:26-35) 
○ Life: He raises the dead (John 11:38-44) 

 

GOD THE SON BECAME MAN  
Because of His concern over man’s condition of 
sin and death, God the Father sent the Son to 
earth to become man and to deliver everyone who 
would believe Him. God the Son was incarnated 
as a man named Jesus. He is called Jesus Christ 
because 'Christ' means ‘Savior’ or ‘Anointed One.’  
 
• He became man in his birth 
 

Matthew 1:18-21 
This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah 
came about: His mother Mary was pledged 
to be married to Joseph . . . 20 . . . an angel 
of the Lord appeared to him in a dream 
and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be 
afraid to take Mary home as your wife, be-
cause what is conceived in her is from the 
Holy Spirit. 21  She will ________ 
__________ to a son, and you are to give 
him the name __________, because he 
will save his people from their sins.”  
 

Isaiah 9:6 
For to us a __________ is ________, to us 
a son is given, and the government will be 
on his shoulders. And he will be called 
Wonderful Counselor, ____________  
_______, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace.  

 
• He became man in his development. 
 

Luke 2:40 
And the __________ ________ and be-
came strong; he was filled with wisdom, 
and the grace of God was on him. 

 
Luke 2:52 
And Jesus ________ in wisdom and 
______________, and in favor with God 
and man. 

 
• He became man in his likeness. 
 

○ He took the form of a servant 
 

Philippians- 2: 7 
. . .  rather, he made himself nothing by 
_____________ the very ____________ 
of a ______________, being made in 
__________ likeness. 
 

○ He took on flesh and blood 
 

Hebrews 2:14 
Since the children have __________ and 
__________, he too ____________ in 
their ________________ so that by his 
death he might break the power of him 
who holds the power of death . . .  

 
○ He faced temptations, as all men do. 

 
Hebrews 2:18 
Because he himself _________________ 
when he was ______________, he is able 
to help those who are being tempted. 
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God the Son, as a Man 

 
• He became man in his limitations. 
 

○ He experienced hunger and thirst. 
 

Matthew 4:2  
After fasting forty days and forty nights, he 
was ____________. 
 
John 19:28  
Later, knowing that everything had now 
been finished, and so that Scripture would 
be fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am 
______________.”  
 

○ He experienced weariness. 
 

Matthew 8:24 
Suddenly a furious storm came up on the 
lake, so that the waves swept over the boat. 
But Jesus was ________________. 

 
John 4:6 
Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, 
__________ as he was from the journey, 
sat down by the well. It was about noon.  

 
 

○ He experienced pain and death. 
 

I Corinthians 15:3 
For what I received I passed on to you as of 
first importance: that Christ ________ for 
our sins according to the Scriptures,  
 
I Peter 4:1 
Therefore, since Christ 
________________ in his body, arm your-
selves also with the same attitude, because 
whoever suffers in the body is done with 
sin.  
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Our Mediator 

God is completely holy and righteous. Because of 
sin, mankind was and continues to be separated 
from God. There is only one who is able to medi-
ate between God and man – Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God. Why is He the only one qualified to be 
our mediator before the Father?  
 
Sin had brought the curse of separation and death 
to humanity. Mankind needed a deliverer, one 
who could pay the price for sin and break the 
curse. But there was no one person without sin, 
no one who was worthy to pay the price for the 
sins of man. In order to break the curse of sin, a 
man must pay the price. How could this impossi-
ble stalemate be broken?  
 
• He mediates for us through His sinless life. 
 

Hebrews 4:15 
For we do not have a high priest who is 
unable to empathize with our weaknesses, 
but we have one who has been tempted in 
every way, just as we are—yet he ______ 
______ ______. 16  Let us then approach 
God’s throne of grace with confidence, so 
that we may receive mercy and find grace 
to help us in our time of need. 

 
God became man in Jesus, and He lived a com-
pletely sinless life. Though He faced temptation in 
all areas, He did not ever give in. He never 'missed 
the mark'.  
 
• He mediates for us through His sacrificial 

death. 
 

Hebrews 9:26 
. . . he has appeared once for all at the cul-
mination of the ages to do away with sin 
by the __________________ of himself. 

 
Then, He died in our place. He died for all of the 
sins that had ever been committed before His day, 
as well as for all of the sins that have been commit-
ted since then.  
 

• He mediates for us through His resurrection. 
 

John 11:25-26 
Jesus said to her, “__ ____ the resurrection 
and the life. The one who believes in me 
will live, even though they die; 26  and who-
ever lives by believing in me will never 
die.” 
 
I Corinthians 15:20-22 
But Christ has indeed been raised from 
the dead, the firstfruits of those who have 
fallen asleep. 21  For since death came 
through a man, the __________________ 
of the dead comes also through a man. 
22  For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all 
will be made alive. 

 
Thank God, the story does not end there; because 
Jesus triumphed even over death, rising again just 
as He had promised.  
 
• He mediates for us through His ascension. 
 

Acts 1:9-11 
After he said this, he was ___________ 
____ before their very eyes, and a cloud 
hid him from their sight. 10  They were 
looking intently up into the sky as he was 
going, when suddenly two men dressed in 
white stood beside them. 11  “Men of Gali-
lee,” they said, “why do you stand here 
looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who 
has been taken from you into heaven, will 
________ ________ in the same way you 
have seen him go into heaven.”  

 
After His Resurrection, He taught His followers 
about the kingdom of God, and then ascended 
into Heaven, where He now sits at the right hand 
of the Father ... praying for you. He is our one and 
only Mediator.  
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Our Priest, Prophet & King 

The Son is the supreme example of service to the 
Father.  
 
• He fulfilled the office of a Priest, offering 

Himself as a sacrifice. 
 

○ He cleansed the earthly temple, declaring 
it to be a house of prayer. 

 
Luke 19:45  
When Jesus entered the temple courts, 
he began to __________ ______ those 
who were selling. 46  “It is written,” he 
said to them, “ ‘My house will be a 
house of prayer’; but you have made it 
‘a den of robbers.’”  

 
○ He prepared the heavenly temple through 

His sacrificial death 
 

Hebrews 9:23 
It was necessary, then, for the copies of 
the heavenly things to be __________ 
with these sacrifices, but the heavenly 
things themselves with ____________ 
____________________ than these. 
24  For Christ did not enter a sanctuary 
made with human hands that was only 
a copy of the true one; he entered 
heaven itself, now to appear for us in 
God’s presence. 

 
○ Now, as high priest, he makes intercession 

for his people. 
 

Hebrews 7:25 
Therefore he is able to save completely 
those who come to God through him, 
because he always lives to 
__________________ for them.  

 
• He fulfilled the office of a Prophet, one who 

reveals the Word and the heart of God. In 
fact, He is the 'Word made flesh'. There has 
never been a greater prophet than Jesus.  

 
○ Jesus is called the “Word of God.” 

 
John 1:1-3 
In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the 
________ ______ ______. 2  He was 
with God in the beginning. 3  Through 
him all things were made; without him 
nothing was made that has been made.  

 
○ Jesus proclaimed the Good News (the Gos-

pel) 
 

Matthew 4:23 
Jesus went throughout Galilee, teach-
ing in their synagogues, proclaiming 
the ________ ________ of the king-
dom, and healing every disease and 
sickness among the people.  

 
○ Jesus warned prophetically of coming judg-

ment. 
 

Mark 13:5-31 
Jesus said to them: “__________ 
______ that no one deceives you. . . 
7  When you hear of wars and rumors 
of wars, do not be alarmed. Such 
things must happen, but the end is still 
to come.  . . (read to verse 31)  

 
○ Jesus holds everything together by His 

Word. 
 

Hebrews 1:3 
The Son is the radiance of God’s glory 
and the exact representation of his be-
ing, _______________________ 
______ ____________ by his powerful 
________ .  
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• He fulfilled the office of King, the ruler of all 
things 

 
And, Jesus is the King, the Ruler of all things. 
He was crowned Lord and King by God the 
Father, and He Himself declared that He was 
the King. All authority in heaven and on earth 
belongs to Jesus Christ.  

 
○ Jesus fulfilled the prophecy of his kingship. 

 
John 12:14  
Jesus found a young donkey and sat on 
it, as it is written: 15  “Do not be afraid, 
Daughter Zion; see, your ________ is 
coming, seated on a donkey’s colt.”  

 
○ The Magi traveled from far off to visit the 

promised king. 
 

Matthew 2:1-2 
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in 
Judea, during the time of King Herod, 
Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 
2  and asked, “Where is the one who 
has been born ________ of the Jews? 
We saw his star when it rose and have 
come to worship him.”  

 
○ Jesus confirmed his kingship. 

 
John 18:36-37 
Jesus said, “My ______________ is 
not of this world. If it were, my serv-
ants would fight to prevent my arrest 
by the Jewish leaders. But now my 
kingdom is from another place.” 
37  “You are a ________, then!” said 
Pilate.  Jesus answered, “You say that I 
am a king. In fact, the reason I was 
born and came into the world is to tes-
tify to the truth. Everyone on the side 
of truth listens to me.”  

 
○ He was recognized by others as King 

 

Acts 17:7 
. . . and Jason has welcomed them into 
his house. They are all defying Caesar’s 
decrees, saying that there is another 
________, one called Jesus.” 

 
○ He is crowned Lord and King 

 
Revelation 11:15 
The seventh angel sounded his trum-
pet, and there were loud voices in heav-
en, which said: “The kingdom of the 
world has become the kingdom of our 
Lord and of his Messiah, and ____ 
________ __________ for ever and 
ever.”  
 
Revelation 17:14 
They will wage war against the Lamb, 
but the Lamb will triumph over them 
because he is Lord of lords and 
________ of kings—and with him will 
be his called, chosen and faithful fol-
lowers.”  

Our Priest, Prophet & King 
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Even at the age of 12, it was clear that Jesus was a 
remarkable young man. All were amazed by Him, 
even the great wise men of that day. Jesus under-
stood clearly that He was to do the will of the Fa-
ther, and He said this to his earthly parents, Jo-
seph and Mary. Yet, He was also able to submit 
Himself to them as the parents to whom the Fa-
ther had entrusted Him. Because of this, He grew 
in favor with God and all those  
who were around Him. 
 

Luke 2:49 
“Why were you searching for me?” he 
asked. “Didn’t you know I ______ ____ 
____ in my Father’s house?”   

 
Jesus prayed daily, seeking the Father's will. He 
only wanted to do those things that pleased the 
Father, and He was attentive to the Father's voice.  
 

Mark 1:35  
Very early in the morning, while it was still 
dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went 
off to a solitary place, where he 
____________.  

 
Jesus was not even willing to allow death to stand 
between Him and His Father's will. When He 
faced the prospect of a terrible death on the cross, 
He plainly did not wish to inflict it upon Himself. 
But He was willing to endure it to fulfill the Fa-
ther's purpose and 'because of the joy that was set 
before Him.' The Father's  will was His overriding 
motivation.  

 
John 8:28-29 
So Jesus said, “When you have lifted up 
the Son of Man, then you will know that I 
am he and that I do nothing on my own 
but speak just what the Father has taught 
me. 29  The one who sent me is with me; he 
has not left me alone, for I ____________ 
do what ____________ him.”  

 
Matthew 26:39 
Going a little farther, he fell with his face 
to the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it 
is possible, may this cup be taken from me. 
Yet ______ ____ I ________, but ____ 
______ ________.”  

 
Having fulfilled His mission in death, resurrec-
tion, and ascension, He obtained an excellent in-
heritance and reward from the Father, the Name 
of Jesus is above every name that has ever been 
named.  
 

Philippians 2:8-9 
And being found in appearance as 
a man, he humbled himself by be-
coming ________________ to 
__________— even death on a 
cross! 9  __________________ 
God ______________ him to the 
highest place and gave him the 
name that is above every name,  

Obedient to His Father 

THINGS TO DISCOVER  
 
What Scriptural evidence can you find that reveals Jesus to be co- equal with the 
Father?  
 
What proof exists of Jesus' humanity?  
 
How does His obedience to the Father apply to your own life?  
 
Take some time to memorize John 14:6 so you will be able to share it with those 
who believe there are 'many paths to God.'  
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Take a moment or two to calm yourself and talk to 
the Lord in prayer: 
 
“Father, thank You so much for giving us 
Your precious Son. Jesus, thank You for com-
ing and for paying the price so I can be free 
from sin and a part of Your Kingdom, Your 
Family. Now I’m delving into learning about 
Your Holy Spirit. I ask that you continue to 
teach me and reveal Yourself to me. I belong 
to You. Have Your way in me. In Jesus’ Name 
I pray. Amen. “ 
 
  
God the Father has always initiated and invited 
people (including us) into relationship. God the 
Son paid the price so that we could be reconciled 
with the Father. God the Holy Spirit is our teach-
er, the One who “leads us into all truth,” making 
God’s promises a reality in our lives.  
 
The Apostle Paul wrote in Romans 14:17 that the 
kingdom of God is 'righteousness, peace, and joy 
in the Holy Spirit.' Through His Holy Spirit, God 
enables us to do His will 'on earth as it is in heav-
en.' In this lesson, we will see how the Spirit is 
sent by the Father and the Son. He is God – and 
He is present with us right now.  
 
Historically, too little attention has been paid to 
the role of the Holy Spirit. This has resulted in a 
distortion of Christian doctrine (teaching) and a 
lack of vibrant power in the life of believers.  
Learning about the role of the Holy Spirit brings 
dramatic renewal to individual lives and into every 
facet of the role of the Church on earth. For some 
reason, people have been wary and reluctant to 
delve into this teaching. However, even a simple  
study of the word, “spirit” through the Bible 
opens up the truths we are about to talk about 
here. 
 

The Holy Spirit’s Identity  
Sometimes, when making an effort to describe 
something, it is helpful to describe what it is 
NOT. So, for our description of the Holy Spirit, 

we can say that He is NOT a nebulous abstract 
force. He is NOT a vague or spooky, ghost-like 
entity. And He is NOT a funny shivery type of 
feeling.  
 
The Holy Spirit IS a person – one of the three per-
sons of the Triune (three in one) God.  
 

Genesis 1:1-2 
In the beginning _________ created the 
heavens and the earth. 2 . . .  And the 
_____________ of God was hovering over 
the surface of the waters.  

 
He was present and active with the Father and the 
Son at creation. He flows forth and progresses 
from the Father and the Son.  
 
Because He is God, the Holy Spirit has all the 
qualities of the divine nature.  
 
• He is eternal. 
 

Hebrews 9:14 
. . . For by the power of the ______________ 

Spirit . . . 
 
• He is omnipresent (everywhere, constantly pre-

sent). 
 

Psalm 139:7 
I can __________ ____________ from 
your Spirit! I can never get away from your 
presence!  

 
• He is omnipotent. (all-powerful) 
 

Acts 1:8 
But you will receive __________ when the 
Holy Spirit comes upon you. . .  

 
• He is omniscient.  
 

I Corinthians 2:11 
. . . no one __________ the ___________ 
of ______ except the Spirit of God. 

Who is the Holy Spirit? 
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When we use the word “personhood,” we are talk-
ing about the fact that the Holy Spirit is a person. 
He is not merely a force, or a feeling. He is one of 
the three persons of the Trinity. 
 
Many people have not related to the Holy Spirit in 
this way, mainly because this concept has not been 
properly taught. So, in order to demonstrate the  
“personhood” of the Holy spirit, we cite the follow-
ing characteristics found throughout the Bible.  
 
• He reveals & searches 
 

I Corinthians 2:10 
. . . these are the things God has 
____________________ to us by his Spirit. 
The Spirit ________________ all things, 
even the deep things of God.  

 
• He judges  
 

Acts 15:28 
It ____________ ________ to the Holy 
Spirit and to us not to burden you with any-
thing beyond the following requirements: 
 

• He hears & speaks 
 

John 16:13 
But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he 
will guide you into all the truth. He will not 
speak on his own; he will __________ only 
what he __________, and he will ________ 
you what is yet to come. 
 

• He chooses 
 

I Corinthians 12:11 
All these are the work of one and the same 
Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, 
just ____ ____ ____________________.  

 
• He teaches & reminds 
 

John 14:26 

But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom 
the Father will send in my name, will 
__________ you all things and will 
____________ you of everything I have said 
to you. 
 

• He helps and intercedes for us. 
 

Romans 8:26-27 
In the same way, the Spirit __________ us 
in our weakness. We do not know what we 
ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself 
____________________ for us through 
wordless groans. 27  And he who searches 
our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, 
because the Spirit intercedes for God’s peo-
ple in accordance with the will of God. 

 
• He leads & guides 
 

Romans 8:14 
For those who are ______ by the Spirit of 
God are the children of God. 
 
John 16:13   
But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he 
will __________ you into all the truth. . .  
 

• He advocates and testifies.  
 

John 15:26   
 “When the ________________ comes, 
whom I will send to you from the Father—
the Spirit of truth who goes out from the 
Father—he will ______________ about me.  

 
 

The “Personhood” of the Holy Spirit 

—Noun 

1. The state or fact of being a person. 

2. The state or fact of being an individual 
or having human characteristics and 
feelings. 

Personhood 

From Dictionary.com 
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The more we read and study the Bible, the more we 
see how active the Holy Spirit has been throughout 
history, on the earth, and in our lives.  
 
Jesus told His disciples that the Spirit would give 
them power to be His witnesses on the earth (Acts 
1:8). And to this day, it is the Holy Spirit who em-
powers believers everywhere to continue being wit-
nesses that God is real, active and full of love to-
ward all mankind.  
 
The Bible is full of examples of how the Holy Spirit 
led and inspired men and women of God. And the 
story continues, because He leads and inspires us 
today.  
 

II Peter 1:20-21 
Above all, you must understand that no 
prophecy of Scripture came about by the 
prophet’s own interpretation of things. 
21  For prophecy never had its origin in the 
human will, but prophets, though human, 
spoke from God as they were 
______________ __________ by the Holy 
Spirit. 

 
When the Father put His redemptive plan into 
place, sending Jesus to us, the Holy Spirit was inte-
grally involved.  
 
• Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit. 
 

Matthew 1:20   
. . . what is ______________________ in 
her is from the Holy Spirit. 

 
• Jesus was anointed by the Holy Spirit. 
 

Luke 4:18 
 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because 
he has ___________________ me to pro-
claim good news . . .  

 
• Jesus was raised from the dead by the Spirit. 
 

Romans 1:4 
. . . and who ______________ the 
____________ of holiness was appointed 
the Son of God in power by his resurrection 
from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
• The Holy Spirit is involved in our salvation 

and on-going renewal. 
 
Titus 3:5   
. . . he saved us, not because of righteous 
things we had done, but because of his mer-
cy. He saved us through the washing of 
______________ and ______________ by 
the Holy Spirit, 

 
We are renewed by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
He washes and regenerates us because of His mercy 
and grace. The Greek word anakainosis for renewing, 
suggests a transformation and change of heart.   
 
The Spirit not only helps us to be witnesses, but He 
Himself is a witness through: 
 
• Signs & wonders, miracles and gifts 
 

Hebrews 2:4   
God also testified to it by __________, 
______________ and various 
_______________, and by __________ of 
the Holy Spirit distributed according to his 
will. 

 
• Convicting the hearts of men 
 

John 16:8 (NLT) 
And when he (the Holy Spirit) comes, he 
will convict the world of its sin, and of 
God’s righteousness, and of the coming 
judgment. 

The Power of the Holy Spirit 
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The Holy Spirit is the Helper (advocate) promised 
to us by the Lord Jesus (John 14:16), and He dwells 
within the heart of every believer. If we will hear 
His voice, and obey, we can have the abundant life 
Jesus promised and receive the power to fulfill 
God's purpose for our lives.  
 
In I John 2, We are warned about people who will 
try to lead us away from the truth: 
 

I John 2:26-27 
I am writing these things to you about those 
who are trying to lead you astray. 27 As for 
you, the anointing you received from him 
remains in you, and you do not need any-
one to teach you. But as his anointing 
______________ you about all things and 
as that anointing is real, not counterfeit—
just as it has taught you, remain in him. 

 
The Spirit teaches us, and helps us to know the 
truth. Without His guidance, we could easily fall 
into error, deception, and sin. He is the source of 
God's truth and the revealer of God's wisdom.  
 
If we are God’s children, the Holy Spirit leads us. 
By the Spirit, we are led in worship, praise and pray-
er (Phil 3:3). He motivates us and leads us in evan-
gelism, so we can share the Good News of Christ's 
Kingdom with other people. He will even remind 
us of the right words to say when our own wisdom 
fails us. 
  

John 14:26   
. . . the Holy Spirit . . . will __________ you 
all things and will ________________   you 
of everything I have said to you. 

 

As we yield our lives to Him, we give him more and 
more trust and control.  Our lives become more 
stable. And we are rewarded with:  
 
• Sanctification ⎯ a Spirit-filled life  
 
• Assurance ⎯ a Spirit-sealed life  
 
• Fruitfulness ⎯ a Spirit-led life  
 
• Dynamic enthusiasm ⎯ a Spirit-gifted life  
 
With all of these blessings in mind, is it any wonder 
that the Apostle Paul urged the young Christians in 
the city of Ephesus to be filled with the Spirit? He 
encouraged them to speak to one another with 
songs from Scripture, hymns that they had written, 
and songs that the Spirit put in their hearts, and to 
do these things continually and repeatedly. (Eph 
5:18-20) 
 
We are empowered by the Spirit, Who is our Help-
er and Comforter (John 14:26 KJV).  He helps us in 
our weaknesses and helps us in our prayers. The 
Spirit gives us boldness, because our confidence is 
in Him and in the strength that He gives. 

Be Filled with the Holy Spirit 
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THINGS TO DISCOVER  
 
How do we know that the Holy Spirit is a person?  
 
 
Can you list four characteristics of the Holy Spirit that reveal He is God?  
 
 
In what area of -your life do you most need the Holy Spirit's help right now?  
 
 
Take a moment to seek Him. Ask Him to fill you up to overflowing, to use you as 
He chooses. Ask Him to speak to you. Then take some time to be quiet and listen.  
 
 
If you sense the Lord speaking anything to you, write it down & share it with a 
trusted mentor.  

For a more in-depth study of The Holy Spirit, see our Life Study Section entitled, 
The Holy Spirit. 
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Before you begin, take some time to pray: 
 
“Father, thank you so much for Your Holy Spir-
it. I pray that You will help my heart and mind 
to be open to His leading. Fill me up today and 
help me to grow closer to You and more like 
You. I ask again that I would not just know you 
academically, but also personally and intimately. 
Today, as I begin this study, I pray that you will 
help me to see myself as You see me, and correct 
me about things that I may have believed that 
were not true. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.” 
 
 
Mankind was created to be like God - a reflection 
of the image of God. How unfortunate that so 
many people believe they are descended from ani-
mals. This is one of the twisted view of man which 
helps to perpetuate the degraded and immoral be-
havior of mankind.  
 
How can we, as imperfect people, properly reflect 
His image? As we press on to know the Lord and 
to be pleasing to Him, we are transformed “from 
glory to glory” by His Spirit. (II Cor 3:18) 
 

Man, the “Crown” of Creation 
The Bible tells us that man is not here for the 
world, but rather the world is here for man.  Take 
time to read Genesis, chapters 1 & 2. You will see 
that there is an order to creation. God created 
things for the sake of man. 
 

Genesis 1:25   
. . . And God saw that it was _________.  

 
When God finished His work at creation, He 
looked it over and declared that it was good. He 
was pleased with it all. After God declared all 
things good, He then created man. Man’s creation 
was unique and separate, the only thing He created 
in His own image.  
 

Genesis 1:26 
Then God said, “Let ____ make mankind 
in _________ image, in ______  likeness . 
. .”  

 
God discussed with Himself (the three persons of 
the Trinity) the creation of man.  
 

Genesis 2:7 
Then the LORD God formed a man from 
the dust of the ground and 
_____________ into his nostrils the 
breath of ________, and the man became 
a living being. 

 
God, personally, breathed life into Adam. 
 

Genesis 1:28   
God blessed them and said to them, “Be 
fruitful and increase in number; fill the 
earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in 
the sea and the birds in the sky and over 
every living creature that moves on the 
ground.”  

 
God gave man authority over all of creation, in-
structing him to subdue it.  
 

Genesis 1:27   
So God created ______________ in his 
own image, in the image of God he created 
___________; male and female he created 
them.  

 
Mankind (both male and female) are created in 
God’s likeness.  
 

Genesis 1:31   
God saw all that he had made, and 
it was ________ good. . .  
 

Then, after He had created man – he looked again 
at His creation and declared it not merely good, 
but, “VERY good.”  

Created in the Image of God 
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What does it mean, to be created in the image of 
God? The image, or likeness, of God sets man 
apart from animals and plants, and even angels. 
Though we share some common traits with other 
created beings, we are also very different because of 
our unique nature.  
 
A man is a person, not an animal. Once accepted 
as common sense, this statement has been increas-
ingly attacked by those who do not know their Cre-
ator or understand His purpose for their individu-
al lives and for humanity. But Scripture and histo-
ry clearly show us that man has been given some 
very distinct characteristics. 
 

Genesis 2:16-17 
And the LORD God 
__________________ the man, “You are 
free to eat from any tree in the garden; 
17  but you must not eat from the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil, for when 
you eat from it you will certainly die.” 

 
We have the ability to reason. God spoke to man, 
instructing and commanding him.  We don’t see 
God speaking to animals or plants, or anything 
else after He spoke them into existence. We don’t 
see God walking in the garden in the cool of the 
day, having fellowship with any other object or 
creature (Genesis 3:8).  
 
We have the ability to respond to God. We have a 
choice – we can either be a follower of God or we 
can reject Him. This choice is not offered to any 
other creature or object. Animals and plants bring 
glory to God simply because they were created by 
Him. They don’t have the reasoning power to 
make a decision to follow Him or reject Him. 
 

Genesis 1:28   
God blessed them and said to them, “Be 
fruitful and increase in number; fill the 
earth and ____________ it. ________ 
over the fish in the sea and the birds in the 
sky and over every living creature that 
moves on the ground.”  

We represent God in our work and creativity.  
God gave man work to do. He gave man rulership 
over all He had created.  
 

John 4:23   
. . . the true worshipers will 
______________ the Father in the Spirit 
and in truth, for they are the kind of wor-
shipers the Father seeks. 

 
We have the ability to worship.  We are called to 
give thanks to God. Out of all of creation, we 
alone have the ability to direct our thoughts and 
attitudes to give glory to God – or to reject Him 
utterly.  
 
As male and female, mankind was created differ-
ently than the angels. 
 
Also under attack today is the Scriptural truth that 
God created the male and female identities. Men 
are  different from women. In creating male and 
female, God also created family and called the 'two 
to become one.' This is another way in which man 
is created in the image of God. This is also a reflec-
tion of the unity and diversity of the Trinity.  
 

Genesis 2:18   
The LORD God said, “It is not good for 
the man to be alone. I will make a 
__________ ________________ for him.”  

 
We are called to relationship, with God and with 
others of mankind. 
 

Genesis 1:27   
So God created mankind in his own image, 
in the image of God he created ________ ; 
__________ and ________________ he 
created them.  

 
So – in mankind there is equality in value, but di-
versity in purpose. Both male and female, separate-
ly and together reflect the image of God.  

The Image of God 
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Some believe that mankind is becoming better, 
evolving, becoming more godlike as time goes by. 
But human progress has been merely technologi-
cal, not moral or spiritual.  Looking back through 
history, it doesn’t take a degree from Harvard to 
see that, except for brief periods of spiritual revival 
in small pockets of the world, we humans practice 
evil most of the time. Leave us to ourselves, re-
move the laws of the land, and we would destroy 
one another and make chaos out of the world God 
created. 
 
Even though we are created in God’s image, there 
is a vast difference between God and man. As pop-
ular t-shirts and bumper stickers read, “1) There is 
a God. 2) You are not Him.” We cannot truly re-
flect the image of God, or even value ourselves cor-
rectly, if we don’t understand these differences.  
 

Genesis 2:7   
Then the LORD God formed a man from 
the ________ of the ____________ and 
_________________ into his nostrils the 
breath of _________, and the man became 
a living being.  

 
God created man out of the dirt. He gave us our 
very breath.  
 

Matthew 6:31   
So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we 
eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What 
shall we wear?’ 

 
We must eat and drink and rest to survive. We 
depend upon God for life itself. We are born and 
we die. We cannot be God because we were creat-
ed by Him. We are created beings. God has always 
been and always will be – He is eternal. 
 

GROWING IN GLORY  
How can we be transformed and restored so that 
we can reflect the image of God? The Bible de-
scribes mankind as “fully set to do 
evil.” (Ecclesiastes 8:11). But God loved us too 
much to leave us that way. In His great kindness 

and mercy, God has made a way for us. It starts by 
becoming aware of and acknowledging our sinful 
state and accepting the sacrifice of God’s sacrifice, 
His only Son. This is the beginning of our journey.  
 

II Corinthians 3:18   
And we all, who with unveiled faces con-
template the Lord’s glory, are being 
______________________ into his image 
with _________ -____________________ 
glory, which comes from the Lord, who is 
the Spirit.  

 
Jesus was the ransom paid to rescue us from our 
sinful state. Those of us who have accepted this 
wonderful gift of God, can see and “contemplate” 
His glory. As we see Him and receive His nature, 
we are set free from that sinful nature and we are 
changed – with ever-increasing glory! 
 

Luke 2:52   
And Jesus grew in ____________ and stat-
ure, and in ____________ with God and 
man. 

 
Jesus provided the ultimate example of how we are 
transformed:  
 
• We grow in wisdom – in our intellect and be-

havior.  (Psalm 111:10) 
• We grow in stature –physically we grow from 

children to adults. Spiritually, there is also a 
growth in stature, described in I John 2:12-14. 

• We grow in favor with God – spiritual growth, 
knowing Him more intimately, becoming more 
like Him, loving Him so much that our entire 
desire is to be pleasing to Him. (Psalm 19:14) 

• We grow in favor with man – socially, as our 
character is transformed we can be more pleas-
ing and admirable to man. However, we also 
may face rejection and judgment from those 
who are enemies of God.  (Esther 9:4, Proverbs 3:4) 

• We change from earthly to heavenly -from a 
physical body to a spiritual one, from our natu-
ral thinking to more heavenly thinking. (I Cor 
15:49) 

Man is a Creature (A Created Being) 
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A cup is created for a purpose - to hold liquid. If it 
is used as a hammer, it will be damaged, if not to-
tally destroyed. If it never holds liquid, it has not 
fulfilled the purpose for which it was created. 
 
Mankind, in general, been created for a purpose. 
Each individual has been created for his or her indi-
vidual purpose. We cannot function properly or be 
at peace in our lives apart from the purpose of our 
Creator. So, we need to discover what it is we were 
created for. While each individual person has a 
unique God-given purpose for their lives, there are 
three general purposes we all have because we are a 
part of mankind.  
 
1) We are created to be in relationship with 

God.  As we discussed earlier in this lesson, we 
owe our existence to God and we are depend-
ent upon God for our daily life. He is God, our 
Creator. He knows best what we were created 
for and how we are to function. He has also 
graced us with kindness and mercy when we 
were not deserving of it. He deserves our wor-
ship and our accountability. 

 
John 4:24   
God is Spirit, and those who worship 
Him must worship in spirit and truth."  

 
2) We are created to be in relationship with our 

fellow man. We were not created to be com-
plete on our own. We are interdependent up-
on one another. Each person has a need for 

fellowship, and we cannot completely fulfill 
our purpose if we separate ourselves from one 
another. As each person finds his purpose and 
begins to live accordingly, everyone is blessed, 
“as each part does its work.” 

 
Romans 13:9   
. . . whatever other command there 
may be, are summed up in this one 
command: “________ your 
__________________ as yourself.” 

 
Ephesians 4:16   
From him the __________ body, 
joined and held together by every sup-
porting ligament, __________ and 
builds itself up in love, as ________ 
________ does its work. 

 
3) We are created to be faithful stewards over 

God’s creation. By God, we have been given 
this wonderful place to live in, to enjoy, to cul-
tivate, and to care for. We are not to neglect, 
abuse or misuse what He has given us, or we 
will spoil it for ourselves, and for others 
around us. We are not the owners of the earth, 
but God has given us authority to “rule” over 
it.  

 
Psalm 8:6   
You made them rulers over the 
works of your hands; you put every-
thing under their feet:  

The Function of Mankind 
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Take a moment to speak with the Lord and enter 
into His presence: 
 
“Father, Creator, Lord, I come to you today with 
a desire to know you more. You, as my creator, 
know what’s best for me. Lead me today as I 
study about the purpose of man, and help me to 
recognize my own purpose. Holy Spirit, teach 
me, fill me and let me be a blessing to You and to 
others as I live in this world. Help me to see my-
self the way You see me, and to love others the 
way You love them. In Jesus’ Name, AMEN.” 
 
 
We have a purpose for living. God was not ran-
dom in His creation. He didn’t haphazardly place 
people on the earth. You were not born by chance. 
He has a purpose for your life and you will be 
blessed as you seek to fulfill it. Not only will you be 
blessed, but you will become a blessing to those 
around you.  
 
From the very beginning, starting with Adam and 
Eve, God gave man work to do – to subdue the 
earth and have dominion over it. This assignment 
would probably take centuries to complete – but 
that’s OK, because Adam and Eve were created as 
eternal beings. Sin and death had not yet entered 
the world.  
 
We will look at Adam and Eve in the garden of 
Eden and through their story, we discover our own 
purpose in creation.  
 

IN THE GARDEN 
The Garden of Eden – it must have been a place of 
unimaginable beauty and abundance! Can you im-
agine it?  The perfect climate. Lush green plants. 
Delicious fruits and vegetables. Sin had not en-
tered the world yet, so there was no decay. God 
declared it all, “Good.”  
 
There was a river flowing through the garden to 
water it, and this river branched out into four 
more rivers, spreading further out into the world.  
 

Into this verdant setting God placed Adam – the 
first man He created. 
 

Genesis 2:15   
The LORD God took the man and ______ 
him in the Garden of Eden to __________ 
it and take care of it. 

 
Examining the Hebrew word translated as “work,” 
we find this word can also be translated into other 
words of similar meaning – “serve, dress, culti-
vate,” etc.  Looking at the Hebrew word for “take 
care,” we find “guard, protect, attend to.”  
 
So, Adam was commanded to cultivate (dress and 
tend) this beautiful garden God had created.  To 
do this, Adam would need to understand creation 
(this was the beginning of Science, the study of 
God’s creation). He would also need to creatively 
enhance, perhaps even restructure creation (this 
was the beginning of Art, creative expression using 
God’s creation).  
 
This was a monumental task, and Adam could not 
do it alone.  There were no compatible helpers 
among any of the animals. So God, as Adam was 
sleeping, took a rib from his side and created Eve, 
a well-suited partner.  
 

Genesis 2:18   
The LORD God said, “It is not good for 
the man to be alone. I will make a 
_____________ ________________ for 
him.”  

 
Eve was 'bone of his bone, flesh of his flesh,' and is 
called woman (which means 'out of man'). God 
brought Eve to Adam, creating a union. Together, 
they were to carry out their task as co-laborers.  

The Purpose of Man 
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Genesis 1:28   
God blessed them and said to them, “Be 
fruitful and ________________ in num-
ber; ________ the earth and 
_____________ it. __________ over the 
fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and 
over every living creature that moves on the 
ground.”  

 
This real, literal Garden of Eden, and the river 
flowing from it was a symbol of God’s intention 
for the entire world.  
 

Exodus 19:5-6 
. . . Now if you obey me fully and keep my 
covenant, then out of all nations you will 
be my treasured possession. Although the 
__________ earth is ________ , 6  you will 
be for me a ______________ of 
______________ and a holy nation.’ . . .”  

 
Revelation 1:6   
. . . and has made us to be a 
______________ and ______________ to 
serve his God and Father—to him be glory 
and power for ever and ever! Amen.  

 
That river, flowing out in four different directions 
is a beautiful symbol of God's purpose and con-
cern for the 'four corners' of the earth. Man was to:  

• Be fruitful,  
• multiply,  
• fill the earth,  
• subdue the earth,  
• and rule over all creation.  

 

ROYAL PRIESTS 
 

Revelation 5:10   
You have made them to be a ___________ 
and ______________ to serve our God, 
and they will reign on the earth.”  

 

1 Peter 2:9   
But you are a ________________ people, 
a royal ______________________ , a holy 
nation, God’s special possession, that you 
may declare the praises of him who called 
you out of darkness into his wonderful 
light. 

 
The Bible calls God’s people a “kingdom and 
priests” a “royal priesthood.” Jesus is also called the 
“King of Kings,” (Rev 19:16) and, “Our Great 
High Priest.” (Heb 4:14) When we consider the 
roles of both Kings and Priests, how should those 
descriptions apply to us? How do those two roles 
relate to one another? 
 
Jesus provided the perfect example of a King. He is 
Almighty God, yet He chose to serve, to give His 
life. So, a King’s role is not merely to rule, but to 
serve. From the beginning, man was to cultivate 
the Garden, to spread the culture of the Garden 
out into the world, and to extend the glory of God 
by filling the earth with godly children.  
 
Jesus also provided the perfect example of a Priest. 
He gave gifts to men and offered Himself as the 
great sacrifice. He sits at God’s right hand, serving 
in “the sanctuary.”  So, a Priest’s role is to guard 
(watch over, protect) the earth, his home, his sanc-
tuary, his family and himself (His own heart).  It all 
centers on the adoration of God. 

Man’s General Purpose in the World 
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THINGS TO DISCOVER  
 
How is God’s image distorted in popular culture – especially in literature and en-
tertainment?  
 
 
Have you learned anything new about what it means to be human? If so, how has 
your attitude changed because of what you’ve learned?  
 
 
In the Humanist Manifesto of 1933, the following is declared: 'Religious human-
ists regard the universe as self-existing and not created'. What does this statement 
reveal about humanists?  
 
 
Since man is to be a steward over creation, how are we to approach environmental 
concerns?  
 
 
Take time to ponder: You are a King & a Priest.  How does that understanding 
affect your view of yourself?   
 
 
How do the roles of King and Priest affect our families 
 
 
How do the roles of King and Priest affect our employment in the marketplace?  
 
 
What areas has God given to you to cultivate and protect?  
 
 
How well are you functioning in your priestly role – praying, reading Scripture, 
and worshipping? Are you guarding your own heart?   
 
 
What happens when we let our guard down, and how can we keep this from hap-
pening again?  
 
 
What are the blessings that come from properly functioning in our kingly and 
priestly roles?  
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Take a moment. Talk to the Lord and enter into 
His presence. He promised that if we draw near to 
Him, He will draw near to us.  
 
“Father, thank You for opening Your truth to 
me. Help me to view myself, and others, and 
your creation as You do. I want to know You 
more. Teach me about Yourself and Your ways. 
Teach me about myself and my nature so that I 
can turn myself to Your ways and take on Your 
nature. In Jesus’ Name, Amen,” 
 
 

What Happened? 
We’ve studied about God, His form, His nature, 
His heart. We’ve seen His magnificent purpose for 
mankind. So – what happened? What caused the 
change between that perfect, ideal creation and the 
twisted world we live in today? Is there any hope 
for restoration? 
 
What happened, simply, is sin. Sin ruined every-
thing! Sin continues to ruin everything! Sin, simply 
defined, is a violation or transgression of a com-
mand; the state of being alienated from God. 

Sin didn’t begin on earth. It began in the heavens. 
Lucifer (aka “Satan”), the archangel, lifted himself 
up against God. Sometime after that rebellion, Sa-
tan saw the beautiful creation and the creatures 
that God had made, that God loved. His hatred of 
God caused him to hate what God loved, so he set 
out to corrupt it and destroy it. 

So he took the form of a serpent and came to Ad-
am and Eve, who had been given dominion, rul-
ership over creation. And he set about to tempt 
them to disobey their Creator.  
 

GOD'S COMMAND  
Against God’s specific instructions, Adam and 
Even ate the fruit from the Tree of the Knowledge 
of Good and Evil. In doing so, they sinned by re-
belling against the will of their wise and loving 
Creator. This sin resulted in inconceivable calami-
ty, not only for Adam and Eve, but for every per-
son who has ever lived after them.  
 
And so, sin was ushered into the world. By exam-
ining this historical event, we gain valuable insight 
that can help us overcome sin when we are tempt-
ed.  
 

Genesis 2:15-17   
The LORD God took the man and put 
him in the Garden of Eden to work it and 
take care of it. 16  And the LORD God 
commanded the man, “You are ________ 
to eat from ______ tree in the garden; 
17  ______ you must not eat from the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil, for 
when you eat from it you will certainly 
die.”  

 
In our last chapter, we learned that the Lord had 
planted a beautiful and abundant Garden, and 
had given it to man for cultivation and protection. 
Everything in this Garden was available as a bless-
ing to Adam and Eve. There was abundant food 
and provision. However, the Lord told Adam that 
there was only one –tree they should not partake 
of – the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil.  
God warned Adam that if they ate from that tree, 
it would result in their death.  
 
 

What Happened? 
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Satan’s strategy in the Garden of Eden is pretty 
much the same strategy he uses today. The nature 
of temptation and rebellion hasn’t changed much 
either. Satan didn’t go to Adam, the one who actu-
ally heard the command directly from the mouth of 
God. Instead, he appeared to Eve, not in his own 
form (archangel), but in the form of a serpent. 
And He questioned the words of God, seeking to 
bring confusion.  
 

Genesis 3:1-7 
Now the serpent was more crafty than any 
of the wild animals the LORD God had 
made. He said to the woman, “Did God 
really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree 
in the garden’?” 2  The woman said to the 
serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees 
in the garden, 3  but God did say, ‘You 
must not eat fruit from the tree that is in 
the middle of the garden, and you must 
not touch it, or you will die.’ ” 4  “You will 
not certainly die,” the serpent said to the 
woman. 5  “For God knows that when you 
eat from it your eyes will be opened, and 
you will be like God, knowing good and 
evil.” 6  When the woman saw that the fruit 
of the tree was good for food and pleasing 
to the eye, and also desirable for gaining 
wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also 
gave some to her husband, who was with 
her, and he ate it. 7  Then the eyes of both 
of them were opened, and they realized 
they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves 
together and made coverings for them-
selves.  

 
Satan is no dummy!  He knows Scripture and will 
sometimes try to twist it in our minds and cause us 
to doubt what God has said. With Eve,  

• He questioned God’s word, “Did God really 
say . . .?”  

• He called God a liar, “You will NOT certainly 
die,” directly contradicting what God had said. 

• He appealed to the ego of man, “For God 
knows . . . your eyes will be open, and you will 
be like God,” sowing seeds of mistrust and cyn-
icism,  

• He questioned God’s motives, making Eve feel 
as though God was holding back from her.  

 
Satan, (aka “the devil”) is a shrewd liar. He tells 
people what they want to hear and manipulates 
them for his own purpose – to separate us, or keep 
us separated from God. Can you imagine the heart 
of God – the grief he must feel when we doubt 
Him? When we wonder about His intention to-
ward us? When we don’t trust Him? We reject 
Him, based on lies and deception from the enemy 
of our souls – and break the heart of the One who 
loves us. 
 

John 8:44 
. . . the devil, . . . there is ____ 
__________ in him. When he lies, he 
speaks his native language, for he is a 
________ and the ____________ of 
________. 

 
II Corinthians 11:3   
But I am afraid that just as Eve was de-
ceived by the serpent’s cunning, your 
minds may somehow be ______ 
____________ from your sincere and pure 
devotion to Christ. 

 
Eve was deceived by the serpent, so she took the 
forbidden fruit and ate it. Then she gave some to 
Adam who also ate. Adam failed, first by eating the 
fruit. Then he failed as the priestly guardian. He 
did not guard the Garden against the serpent. He 
didn’t protect Eve. Finally, he failed to guard his 
own heart against disobedience (sin).  

The Temptation & Fall of Man 
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TWO SPECIAL TREES  
 

Genesis 2:9   
The LORD God made all kinds of trees 
grow out of the ground—trees that were 
pleasing to the eye and good for food. In 
the middle of the garden were the tree of 
life and the tree of the ________________ 
of good and evil.  

 
There were two special trees in the middle of the 
Garden of Eden – The Tree of the Knowledge of 
Good and Evil and The Tree of Life. The Tree of 
Life represented the blessings of obedience. It was 
not forbidden, they could have all of the fruit they 
wanted from that tree. But the Tree of the 
Knowledge of Good and Evil represented disobe-
dience and death. God forbade them to eat from 
that tree, and that tree only, because He knew 
what would occur if they ate of it. His command 
not to eat of it was for their protection. Adam and 
Eve chose death over life.  And we, sometimes na-
ively, sometimes deliberately, make the same 
choice today.  
 

THE NATURE OF SIN  
In pride, Satan lifted himself up against God, 
wanting to BE God (read Isaiah 14:12-15). He 
boastfully said in his heart:  

• I will ascend into heaven  
• I will exalt my throne  
• I will sit on the mount  
• I will ascend above the clouds  
• I will be like the Most High  

 
Instead of exaltation, his sin caused him to be 
thrown out of heaven. This judgment was so quick 
and severe, it was described to be ‘like lightning.’ 
 
This is the nature of sin! Instead of bringing us up, 
it brings us down. The pathway to sin ultimately 
leads to death. Natural, physical death may not 
occur right away, but spiritual death is like a down-
ward spiral. It can begin with an apparently inno-
cent seed of doubt and end in destruction.  

 
Adam, and all mankind after him, basically sins in 
the same way – we attempt to transcend what we 
are to become what we were never created to be. 
Our sin reveals that we want to “play God” by de-
ciding what is right and wrong for ourselves, to 
have no accountability outside ourselves. We also 
sin through impatience – we grasp and grab for 
what we want without waiting for God, allowing 
Him to bless us. We have a very destructive and 
frustrating propensity to grasp by human effort 
what can only be given by God.  
 

Romans 1:21-23 
For although they knew God, they neither 
glorified him as God nor gave thanks to 
him, but their ________________ became 
____________ and their foolish hearts 
were darkened. 22  Although they 
_______________ to be wise, they 
____________ __________ 23  and ex-
changed the glory of the immortal God for 
images made to look like a mortal human 
being and birds and animals and reptiles. 

 
Here in the first chapter o the book of Romans, 
the Apostle Paul paints a starkly accurate picture of 
the results of sin: 

Ultimately, when man refuses to acknowledge or 
worship his Creator, he will end up serving and 
worshipping foolish creatures.  No wonder it says, 
in Psalm 14:1, “The fool says in his heart, ‘There is 
no God.’”  

Page header 
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Man cannot go beyond what he was created to be. We are not and cannot be 
God. Whenever we reject His wisdom or care in favor of our own, we find failure 
and destruction. Instead, we should follow the example of Jesus, who humbled 
Himself and was therefore exalted to God's right hand.  
 
 
 
 

THINGS TO DISCOVER  
 
Why did God go to Adam first after he and Eve sinned?  
 
Are there areas in your life where you are attempting to seize control from God?  
 
Do you have any “idols” – anything that comes between you and God?  
 
There is a way to break out of the downward spiral: 'The wages of sin is death, but 
the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord' (Romans 6:23NKJ).  
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Take some time to quiet your soul. Breathe. Focus 
upon the Lord and pray. 
 
“Holy, Heavenly Father, teach me your ways. As 
I continue to learn about what happened in the 
beginning, help me to understand just how im-
portant and precious it is to have a relationship 
with You. I want to know You, Lord, please re-
veal more of Yourself to me as I continue this 
study. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.” 
 
 
 

Creation & Sin  
The “fall” of Adam & Eve wasn’t just one isolated 
incident. It affected all of mankind from that mo-
ment until now. Sin now entered the world and 
brought a curse upon all of mankind and the 
whole of creation. When we say, “The whole of 
creation” we mean everything – the earth, man-
kind, animals, plants, etc – quite literally, every-
thing.  Before sin, there had been no sickness, no 
death, no problems with predatory or annoying 
animals, no plant disease, no need for crop rota-
tions, no stormy weather, etc. The problems that 
we face today can be directly traced back to the sin 
begun by Adam & Eve in the Garden. Under-
standing the effects of sin helps us to view our pre-
sent condition more accurately.  
 

Genesis 3:7  
At that moment their eyes were opened, 
and they suddenly felt _____________ at 
their nakedness. So they sewed fig leaves 
together to cover themselves.  

 
Immediately after Adam & Eve sinned, God came 
to them, as He always had, for fellowship and 
blessing. But Adam & Eve hid from Him. They 
must have felt terrible guilt and shame as they real-
ized what they had done. They now had to face 
the harsh reality of their new status – their rela-
tionship with God had been broken and they no 

longer had the intimacy with Him they had en-
joyed up to this point.  So – as God had warned 
them, they were now in the condition of being 
under judgment. And God, the righteous judge, 
pronounced the sentence (Read Genesis 3:14-19): 
 
• First, He cursed the serpent. There is a literal 

curse upon the entire species – God made 
them the lowest of the low, cursed above both 
tame and wild animals, crawling on its belly 
(humiliated), and eating dust (dirt). There is 
also a curse upon the devil, and a prophetic 
promise that there would come a specific 
“offspring” of Eve Who would crush the dev-
il's head.  

 
• Then, God spoke to Eve. Without directly 

cursing her, He told her that she would suffer 
pain in pregnancy and childbirth, and that she 
would desire to control her husband but she 
would not get her way. This severely changed 
her role as a wife and mother. Think of it — 
multiplied sorrow, pain in childbirth, and con-
flict in marriage.  

 
• Finally, the Lord spoke to Adam. Again, He 

did not curse him directly, but told Adam that 
because he had listened to Eve instead of God, 
he had brought a curse upon the ground. 
Now, instead of enjoying his work as caretaker, 
he would struggle with obstacles like thorns 
and thistles. Instead of having food readily and 
plentifully available, he would have to work up 
some “sweat of his brow.” This would contin-
ue until his resulting death and his return to 
the dust from which he was taken.  

 
Romans 5:12 
When Adam sinned, sin entered 
the world. Adam’s sin brought 
_____________ , so death 
______________ to everyone, for 
________________ sinned.  

Creation & Sin 
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First, sin caused man to lose his peaceful and idyl-
lic relationship with God. Stress became the pre-
vailing state of being. Only through Christ can we 
be reconciled to God and receive His peace.  
 

Genesis 3:7-13 
     Then the eyes of both of them were 
opened, and they ___________________ 
they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves 
together and made coverings for them-
selves.  
        8  Then the man and his wife heard the 
sound of the LORD God as he was walk-
ing in the garden in the cool of the day, 
and they _________ from the LORD God 
among the trees of the garden. 9  But the 
LORD God called to the man, “Where are 
you?”  
     10  He answered, “I heard you in the 
garden, and I was _________________ 
because I was naked; so I hid.”  
     11  And he said, “_________ told you 
that you were naked? Have you eaten from 
the tree that I commanded you not to eat 
from?”  
     12  The man said, “The woman you put 
here with me—she gave me some fruit from 
the tree, and I ate it.”  
     13  Then the LORD God said to the 
woman, “What is this you have done?” 
The woman said, “The serpent deceived 
me, and I ate.”  

 
Notice how sin results in personal dysfunction. 
Prior to this, the Bible says, “they were both naked 
and were not ashamed.” (Gen 2:25).  They had 
been at complete peace with who they were. Once 
they sinned, shame entered their awareness – they 
suddenly realized they were naked 
and tried to cover themselves up. 
 
They also experienced fear for the 
first time. Adam answered God, “I 
heard you in the garden, and I was 
afraid . . .” This suggests a sense 
of personal guilt. Shame and 
guilt had entered into the world, 

and we have all (deservedly) suffered from them. 
 
Notice also how sin results in relational dysfunc-
tion. Previously, Adam and Eve had enjoyed com-
plete harmony with one another. Now, selfishness 
took over their interpersonal relationship.  
 
Adam was quick to blame God, “. . . the woman 
you put here . . .” and then Eve for what had hap-
pened, “she gave me some . . .” Eve was quick to 
pass the blame as well, “The serpent deceived me. 
. .”  This is the very first blame game in history, 
and we have all since learned to play the game 
quite well. When we are personally threatened 
(whether due to some fault in ourselves or not), we 
usually try to shift responsibility away from our-
selves. 
 
Now, most importantly, watch how sin results in a 
broken relationship with God. Adam and Eve 
chose to follow the leading of a creature instead of 
the Creator’s command. This choice led to the 
unraveling of their relationship with God.   
 
Their first attempt at hiding from God was a pa-
thetic fig-leaf garment. Their second attempt was 
to run and hide from God when He approached 
them. Their third attempt was to try to shift blame 
upon others. 
 
God did not strike them dead, as they deserved. 
He showed his true character by asking some hard 
questions. God knew the answers to these ques-
tions before He asked them. He did not ask the 
questions for his own benefit, he asked them for 
their benefit, so that they would acknowledge their 
sin and take responsibility for their own choices. 
 

So because of sin, man did not only 
lose peace with God, but we also lost 
peace with man. If you pay any atten-

tion to the news today, you know that 
this effect of sin continues to dramati-

cally manifest itself in our world. 
Adam & Eve didn’t have to wait 
very long to see it happen — one of 
their sons murdered the other.  

Sin & Relationships 
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Take a minute or so to read the account of Cain & 
Abel in Genesis 4:1-11. 

 
Cain, the eldest, became jealous of his brother 
Abel, and killed him in the field. Can you imagine, 
as a mother, the agony Eve must have endured at 
this great sorrow involving her two beloved sons?  
 
Sin also caused man to lose peace with creation. 
Nature itself revolted, and animals which were 
once docile toward man became wild, hostile 
beasts. Some even became predators upon other 
animals and even upon man.  
 

Genesis 3:15  
And I will cause ____________________  
between you and the woman, and between 
your offspring and her offspring. He will 
strike your head, and you will strike his 
heel.”  

 

SIN AND INHERITANCE  
God had created the Garden of Eden for Adam & 
Eve. He had placed them within this garden, giving 
them stewardship of it, providing for their every 
need. He gave them simple guidelines for their 
continued prosperity in this lavish place. Because 
of Adam’s failure to guard the garden and his wife, 
he lost his inheritance. Paradise lost — God’s judg-
ment. 
 

Genesis 3:22-24 
Then the LORD God said, “Look, the hu-
man beings have become like us, knowing 
both good and evil. What if they reach out, 
take fruit from the tree of life, and eat it? 
Then they will live forever!” 23 So the 
LORD God ______________________ 
them from the Garden of Eden, and he 
sent Adam out to cultivate the ground 
from which he had been made. 24 After 
sending them out, the LORD God sta-
tioned mighty cherubim to the east of the 
Garden of Eden. And he placed a flaming 
sword that flashed back and forth to guard 
the way to the tree of life. 

 
So, Adam & Eve were driven out of the haven in 
the Garden, and never permitted to return. Later, 
after he had murdered his brother Abel, Cain was 
driven out of Eden itself, his home. Finally, as 
mankind continued to pile sin upon sin, the Great 
Flood in the days of Noah drove men from the 
face of the earth. Sin causes man to lose his sanctu-
ary, his home, his identity, and ultimately, his life.  
 

Genesis 6:1-8 
     Then the people began to multiply on 
the earth, and daughters were born to 
them. 2  The sons of God saw the beautiful 
women and took any they wanted as their 
wives. 3  Then the LORD said, “My Spirit 
will not put up with humans for such a 
long time, for they are only mortal flesh. In 
the future, their normal lifespan will be no 
more than 120 years.”    . . . 5  The LORD 
observed the _______________ of human 
________________________  on the 
earth, and he saw that everything they 
thought or imagined was consistently and 
totally evil. 6  So the LORD was sorry he 
had ever made them and put them on the 
earth. It broke his heart. 7  And the LORD 
said, “I will wipe this human race I have 
created from the face of the earth. Yes, and 
I will destroy every living thing—all the peo-
ple, the large animals, the small animals 
that scurry along the ground, and even the 
birds of the sky. I am sorry I ever made 
them.” 8  But Noah found favor with the 
LORD.  

 

Sin & Inheritance 
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The sin of Adam affected all of creation, bringing 
it under a curse.  But man’s fall did not stop God! 
He  had a plan to redeem and restore what had 
been lost.  Sinful man does not seek after God. 
Instead, just like Adam, we run away and hide. 
But a loving God seeks us out with His redemptive 
purpose. Just as God called out, “Adam, where are 
you?”  God is a “Redeemer.” He calls out to us 
continually, wanting to draw us back to Himself. 
He is always working. He is always willing to turn 

our failure and our troubled circumstances into 
opportunities for good. He’s worked all through 
history – through prophets, through sending His 
Son, through the Holy Spirit, and now through 
the Church. The Bible, from beginning to end, is 
a history of God’s desire to redeem the fallen race 
of man.  Indeed, history itself is literally “HIS sto-
ry”, which becomes more and more apparent to us 
as we get to know Him better and watch Him at 
work in this world.  

Conclusion 
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THINGS TO DISCOVER  
 
What happened to man's nature after the fall? Read Romans 7:13 and Romans 
8:3 Describe man's problem.  
 
 
Does man have the ability within himself to do good?  
 
 
How can man be delivered from the power of sin?  
 
 
Finally, examine your own life for any broken relationships.  Are you seeking rec-
onciliation?  
 
 
What happened to work as a result of the fall?  How do you feel about your job? 
Do you enjoy it? Do you find it difficult? Are you working “as unto the Lord?”  
Allow God to redeem your enjoyment of work by renewing your heart from the 
inside out. 
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Take a few moments before you begin this lesson 
and ponder what we’ve learned so far.  
 
PRAYER –-  
“Lord, . . . thank You for your heart of love to-
ward me. I want to understand more and more 
about the things you’ve done. Help me to always 
be grateful and recognize your Spirit at work in 
my life. Enlighten my mind as I study further.  
In Jesus’ Name. Amen.” 
 
 
 

AFTER THE FALL  
God loved Adam & Eve so very much. They had 
disobeyed and disappointed Him. They had 
brought a curse upon His creation. They had 
spoiled their position and purpose and had taint-
ed all of their descend-
ants. Yet God did not 
hesitate, He immedi-
ately showed His re-
deeming love and de-
sire to rescue them 
from themselves.  He 
set His plan for resto-
ration into motion.  
 

Genesis 3:15 
“And I will put enmity between you and 
the woman, and between your 
___________________ and hers; he will 
_____________ your __________ , and 
you will strike his heel.”  

 
He promised that the offspring of the woman 
would crush the serpent's head. He was saying that 
the deceiver would be defeated by the descendant 
of the one who had been deceived. Isn’t that just 
like God – to work everything out for our good? 

 
Genesis 3:21 
The LORD God made garments of skin 
for Adam and his wife and 
___________________ them. 

 
Notice the noble and merciful character of our 
God!  He could have destroyed them because of 
their sin. Instead, he “covers” them. He covered 
them literally, clothing them with animal skin. He 
covered them spiritually, providing a way for them 
to be reconciled to a good relationship with Him-
self.  
 
Because of their sin, Adam and Eve suddenly no-
ticed and felt shame at their nakedness. They tried 
to hide by covering themselves up with with fig 
leaves. God, himself, killed the first animal so they 

could be clothed with 
animal skins. This is also 
a picture of the sacrifi-
cial system which was to 
come - the innocent suf-
fers to provide a cover-
ing for the guilty.  This 
is also an example for us 
– that our sin has an 
effect upon others.  I 
think of the example of 

divorce – how the children may not have any sin 
involved in the relationship between their mother 
and father, but they certainly suffer as a result of 
it.   
 
Finally, Jesus (the innocent, without sin) became 
the sacrifice once and for all to cover the sins of 
humanity.  Our sins are covered by His sacrifice. 
Our own attempts at doing good are tainted by 
our sin. There is no way that we can redeem our-
selves.  

The Redeeming Nature of God 
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Because of Adam's sin, mankind received a pro-
pensity toward sin. The sinful nature became a 
part of every descendant of Adam, causing all to 
sin. Within just a few generations, the sins of man-
kind had become so dreadful that the Lord began 
to regret that He had made human beings.  So He 
decided to wipe mankind from the face of the 
earth! Mankind totally deserved the judgment that 
was coming. 
 

Genesis 6:5-8 
The LORD saw how great the wickedness 
of the human race had become on the 
earth, and that every inclination of the 
thoughts of the human heart was only evil 
all the time. 6  The LORD ____________ 
that he had made human beings on the 
earth, and his heart was deeply 
________________ .  7  So the LORD 
said, “I will wipe from the face of the earth 
the human race I have created—and with 
them the animals, the birds and the crea-
tures that move along the ground—for I 
regret that I have made them.” 8  But Noah 
found favor in the eyes of the LORD. 

 
Do you see in these verses how upset God is? No-
tice the emotion He is feeling — He’s filled with 
regret and He is troubled.  And yet, He is always 
working. He is always willing to turn our failure 
and our troubled circumstances into opportunities 
for good. He saw one man, Noah, who was pleas-
ing to Him. We all owe Noah a debt of gratitude, 
because if it weren’t for Him, mankind would 
have been destroyed. 
 
If you read Genesis chapters 6 
through 9, you‘ll see that God in-
structed Noah to build a large ship, 
an ark. He gave Noah exact instruc-
tions about how to construct this 
ark, and the materials he was to use. 
Then He told Noah to gather two of 
every type of creature (male & fe-
male) and take them into the ark. 
He told Noah to fill the ark with 

food, for his family and for all the animals. Can 
you imagine it? The ark must have been huge! The 
Bible says that Noah did everything just as God 
commanded him. (Gen 6:22)  This ark would take 
Noah, his family, and all those animals safely 
through the coming flood. Then God caused the 
rain to start. This was the first time rain had ever 
fallen upon the earth. It rained for forty days and 
nights, and water covered the entire earth and eve-
ry living thing was killed except for what was pre-
served on the ark. 
 
So, even though God sent this righteous judgment 
because of the sin of mankind, His heart was still 
to continue His redemption. He not only saved 
Noah, his family & the animals, but by doing so, 
he preserved the descendants of Adam and Eve so 
that His promise of the redeeming offspring could 
be fulfilled. He didn’t give up on us!  
 

THE PATRIARCHS  
Genesis, chapters 12 through 50 is the account of 
the “Patriarchs” of the faith –Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob. God had called them to start the family line 
from which the promised redeeming “offspring” 
would come, to bless all nations and peoples of 
the world. We encourage you to read these chap-
ters. There are things to be learned from each one. 
 
Later, when the nation of Israel (the descendants 
of these Patriarchs) was enslaved in Egypt, God 
called Moses, and through him formed the nation 
from which the redeeming offspring would come 
– the nation of Israel. 

The Flood & the Patriarchs 
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As we read the history of the nation of Israel from 
the books of Joshua through Chronicles; we see 
how the people had wonderful seasons of turning 
toward God and tragic seasons of turning away 
from Him toward wickedness and destruction. 
Again and again this cycle is repeated. But God 
never forgot His purpose or His promise.  
 
God raised up judges to save the people (Judges) 
and He sent prophets to warn them (Isaiah 
through Malachi). Even in the midst of suffering 
and defeat, He mercifully and miraculously spared 
a remnant of the people.  
 
Finally, God raised up a young man named David 
to produce a Kingly lineage for the redeeming off-
spring, the Lord Jesus Christ, Who would reign 
forever. (II Samuel 7) 
 

Hebrews 1:1-3 
In the past God spoke to our ancestors 
through the ___________________ at 
many times and in various ways, 2  but in 
these last days he has spoken to us by his 
Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, 
and through whom also he made the uni-
verse. 3  The Son is the radiance of God’s 
glory and the exact representation of his 
being, sustaining all things by his powerful 
word. After he had provided purification 
for sins, he sat down at the right hand of 
the Majesty in heaven.  

 

The Nation of Israel 
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The Lord Jesus Christ 

John 3:16   
For God so loved the world that he gave 
his one and only Son, that whoever be-
lieves in him shall not perish but have eter-
nal life. 

 
At last, we see God's redemptive nature revealed 
in the redeeming offspring Himself, Jesus Christ. 
When the time came, God sent His own Son, con-
ceived by the Holy Spirit and born from a young 
virgin named Mary. Jesus was tempted in every 
way a man could be tempted, but he lived a sinless 
life.  
 

Hebrews 4:15 
For we do not have a high priest who is 
unable to empathize with our weaknesses, 
but we have one who has been _________ 
in ______________ _________, just as 
we are—yet he did not sin. 

 
Jesus willingly went to the cross and gave up his 
life, becoming the sacrifice for our sins.  
 

Hebrews 9:26   
. . . But he has appeared once for all at the 
culmination of the ages to do away with 
sin by the _________________________ 
of _________________. 

 
1 John 4:10   
This is love: not that we loved God, but 
that he loved us and sent his Son as an 
_________________ ________________ 
for our sins. 

 
Then Jesus rose from the dead, conquering death 
and Satan (crushing the head of the serpent) and 
saving mankind. 

 
Colossians 2:13-15 
. . . He forgave us all our sins, 14  . . . which 
stood against us and condemned us; he 
has taken it away, nailing it to the cross. 
15  And having disarmed the 
_______________ and 
________________________, he made a 
public spectacle of them, 
__________________________ over 
them by the cross. 

 
Jesus now reigns, even as His Church proclaims 
His victory and His redemptive purpose in all of 
the earth. Scripture promises that all creation will 
be redeemed and the Kingdom will be handed 
back to God the Father, our relentless Redeemer.  
 

Matthew 28:18-20 
Then Jesus came to them and said, “All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. 19   Therefore go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, 20  and teaching them to 
obey everything I have commanded you. 
And surely I am with you always, to the 
very end of the age.” 

 
I Corinthians 15:24   
Then the end will come, when he hands 
over the kingdom to God the Father after 
he has destroyed all dominion, authority 
and power.  
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Learning more about our God, our relentless re-
deemer, will cause us to love Him more and more. 
When we give our lives to Him, He promises to 
complete the work He has begun in us. We can 
trust Him to “complete” our salvation. When we 
understand the redeeming heart of God, it helps 
us to face the situations of our lives with faith and 
hope. Knowing how much He loves us should mo-
tivate us to find out what we can do to serve His 
purpose on the earth – in the lives of others who 
don’t know Him yet.  
 
Our knowledge of God's redemptive nature will 
cause us to love Him even more, and to trust Him 
to complete our salvation. Understanding His re-
demptive purpose will help you to face every situa-
tion with faith and hope, and motivate you to find 
how you can serve in that purpose. When we are 
involved in His purpose we discover our destiny. 

We want to make his loving heart of redemption 
known to as many people as possible so they can 
know Him and be redeemed.  
 

II Corinthians 5:17-20   
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new 
creation has come: The old has gone, the 
new is here! 18  All this is from God, who 
reconciled us to himself through Christ 
and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 
19  that God was reconciling the world to 
himself in Christ, not counting people’s 
sins against them. And he has committed 
to us the message of reconciliation. 20  We 
are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as 
though God were making his appeal 
through us. We implore you on Christ’s 
behalf: Be reconciled to God. 

 

Conclusion 

THINGS TO DISCOVER  
 
When you think about the eternal purpose of God, what does that tell you about 
why you are here on earth?  
 
 
When you understand more about the loving and redemptive nature of God, does 
that change the way you think about other people? If so, how? 
 
  
When you understand more about the love and redemptive nature of God, how 
does that help you to trust Him?   
 
 
Ask God about your part in His redemptive purpose and listen for what He might 
speak to you. Perhaps you can begin to identify some people who don’t know Him 
yet and you may be used to help them come to know Him too.  
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Sit still for a time, quietly waiting upon the Lord. 
Bask in His presence. Tell Him how great He is.  
Pray: 
 
Father God, You are merciful and loving. Help me to 
draw more and more near to you so that I can learn 
from You. I pray that you will keep me close to you, and 
hele me to live by Your wisdom instead of my own.  
Thank You, Lord, for the work you have begun in me. 
In Jesus’s Name I pray. Amen. 
 
 
 
God has established relationships with people 
through covenant. In fact, the Bible is made up of 
the Old and New Covenants, or Testaments. 
Scripture shows God establishing covenantal rela-
tionships with people through whom He accom-
plishes His purpose. He is a covenant-making and 
covenant-keeping God who continues to relate to 
His people in this way today. Therefore, it is criti-
cal that we have an understanding of the signifi-
cance and nature of covenant. This is a concept 
that is greatly misunderstood in modern culture.  
 

JOINING TOGETHER  
Our highest understanding of covenant is that it is 
a bond which God has established to join His peo-
ple to Himself, and to join His people together. 
The basic meaning of covenant is 'to bind togeth-
er'.  
 
The root meaning of the Hebrew word berith, 
('covenant' or 'to cut covenant') probably originates 
from a common covenant-making ritual from Bi-
ble times. Animals were cut in half, and the pieces 
arranged side by side with a path between them. 
The parties making the agreement would then 
walk between the pieces, symbolizing the fact that 
they were giving up separate lives to begin a new 
relationship. They pledged their lives to be faithful 
to the relationship. The common penalty for 
breaking the covenant would be – death. That is 
an indication of how important and how seriously 
the covenant was to be considered. 
 

Genesis 15:8-21 
But Abram said, “Sovereign LORD, how 
can I know that I will gain possession 
of it?” 9  So the LORD said to him, “Bring 
me a heifer, a goat and a ram, each three 
years old, along with a dove and a young 
pigeon.” 10  Abram brought all these to 
him, _________ them in _________ and 
arranged the halves ________________ 
each other . . .  18  On that day the LORD 
made a covenant with Abram and said, 
“To your descendants I give this land . . . “  

 
Jeremiah 34:18-20 
Those who have _________________ 
my covenant and have not fulfilled the 
terms of the covenant they made be-
fore me, I will treat like the calf they 
cut in two and then walked between its 
pieces. 19  The leaders of Judah and 
Jerusalem, the court officials, the 
priests and all the people of the land 
who walked between the pieces of the 
calf, 20  I will deliver into the hands of 
their enemies who want to kill them. 
Their dead bodies will become food for 
the birds and the wild animals. 

Joined Together 
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The English word covenant comes from a Latin 
word meaning, 'a coming together', and means 'a 
binding and solemn agreement' (Webster's Dic-
tionary, 1828 Edition).  
 
Though there are covenants between equals, the 
covenants of God are Sovereign. God initiates the 
covenant and He establishes its terms. Man then 
either accepts or rejects God's covenant.  
 
Covenant causes two to become one. Marriage is a 
covenant whereby the partners are to lay down 
their lives for one another. The marriage covenant 
is to be a “prophetic picture” or representation of 
the relationship between Christ and the Church.  
 

Genesis 2:24   
. . . a man leaves his father and mother 
and is united to his wife, and they 
________________ ________ flesh.  

 
Malachi 2:14 
. . . the LORD is the _______________ 
between you and the wife of your youth. 
You have been unfaithful to her, though 
she is your partner, the wife of your 
_________________ ________________. 

 
Ephesians 5:21-32 
Submit to one another out of reverence for 
Christ. . . 23 . . .the husband is the head of 
the wife as Christ is the head of the 
church, his body, of which he is the Savior. 
24  Now as the church submits to Christ, so 
also wives should submit to their husbands 
in everything. 25  Husbands, love your 
wives, just as Christ loved the church and 
gave himself up for her 26  to make her ho-
ly, cleansing her by the washing with water 
through the word, 27  and to present her to 
himself as a radiant church, without stain 
or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy 
and blameless. . . 30  for we are members of 
his body. . . 32  This is a profound mystery—
but I am talking about ____________ and 
the ____________.  

 

HISTORY OF COVENANT WITH GOD  
God has revealed His purpose, and His relation-
ships with people, through a series of covenants.  
 
His first relationship with man was established in 
what is called, “The Dominion Covenant” with 
Adam. God established mankind as His repre-
sentative authority on the earth, giving him rul-
ership (dominion) over what He had created 
(Genesis 1:26). He specifically set out man's re-
sponsibility. He gave man great freedom and abun-
dance, along with certain boundaries and re-
strictions. And – God clearly warned man of the 
penalty for disobedience (Genesis 2:15). We 
learned about this in Lesson 8: The Fall of Man.  
 
After the Great Flood, God reestablished His cove-
nant with Noah and his descendants –that they 
would be the family through which redemption 
would come to the nations. Take a few minutes 
now and read Genesis 9:1-17, the entire passage. 
You’ll see God’s promises, and the conditions He 
expects man to uphold. Today, every time we see a 
rainbow, we are reminded of this covenant.  
 

Genesis 9:1-17 
Then God blessed Noah and his sons, 
saying to them, “Be fruitful and in-
crease in number and fill the earth. . . 
9  “I now establish my covenant with 
you and with your descendants after 
you. . . 11  I establish my covenant with 
you: ____________ ______________ 
will all life be destroyed by the 
________________ of a flood; never 
again will there be a flood to destroy 
the earth.” . . . 13  I have set my rain-
bow in the clouds, and it will be the 
sign of the covenant between me and 
the earth.  17  So God said to Noah, 
“This is the __________ of the 
___________________ I have estab-
lished between me and all life on the 
earth.”  

Covenant 
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It was by covenant that God formed the children 
of Israel into a nation through which He would 
reveal Himself in the earth. Notice again, the 
promises God makes and the requirements He 
sets.  
 

Exodus 19:3-6 
Then Moses went up to God, and the 
LORD called to him from the mountain 
and said, “This is what you . . . are to tell 
the people of Israel: 4  ‘You yourselves have 
seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried 
you on eagles’ wings and brought you to 
myself. 5  Now _____ you __________ me 
fully and keep my covenant, then out of all 
nations you will be my _______________ 
possession. Although the whole earth is 
mine, 6  you will be for me a kingdom of 
priests and a holy nation.’ . . .” 

 
Later, God made covenant with David to bring the 
Redeemer King from among his offspring. Here, 
in Psalm 89, David (the writer of this Psalm) re-
joiced in the promises and the conditions God 
had set before him. Through these covenants, we 
see the character of God, who has never once bro-
ken His promises. Every time a covenant has been 
broken, it is man who has violated it.  What a gra-
cious and merciful God we serve! He may be dis-
appointed in us or become angry with us, but He 
does not give up on us. He is certainly the God of 
“second chances” – and often third, fourth, fifth 
chances and beyond! 
 

Psalm 89:1-4 
I will sing of the LORD’s great love forev-
er; with my mouth I will make your faith-
fulness known through all generations. 2  I 
will declare that your ___________ stands 
firm forever, that you have established 
your _________________________ in 
heaven itself. 3  You said, “I have made a 
covenant with my chosen one, I have 
sworn to David my servant, 4 I will estab-
lish your line forever and make your 
throne firm through all generations.”  

THE NEW COVENANT  
God's Law in the old covenant was written upon 
tablets of stone, and proclaimed by the prophets. 
But the prophet Jeremiah declared that there 
would come a New Covenant that was written up-
on the hearts of  
the people.  
 

Jeremiah 31:31-33 
 “The days are coming,” declares the 
LORD, “when I will make a new cove-
nant . . . 32  It will not be like the covenant 
I made with their ancestors . . . 33  “This is 
the covenant I will make with the people 
of Israel after that time,” declares the 
LORD. “I will put my law in their ______ 
and write it on their _____________. I 
will be their God, and they will be my peo-
ple.  

 
The new covenant was initiated by Jesus Christ 
Himself when he ate with His disciples at the Last 
Supper, described in the 22nd chapter of Luke.  
 

Luke 22: 20 
In the same way, after the supper he took 
the cup, saying, “This cup is the ________ 
____________________ in my blood, 
which is poured out for you.  

 
According to the writer of Hebrews, this New Cov-
enant is a better covenant, with a better priest, a 
better sacrifice, and better promises.  
 

Hebrews 7:22 
. . . Jesus has become the guarantor of 
a ____________ ________________.  

Covenant Promises & Requirements 
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There is nothing wrong with the Law whatsoever, 
except for the people who are supposed to keep it!  
In the New Covenant, there is not only for-
giveness available when we sin, but there is power 
to help us stop sinning.  
 

Hebrews 10:16-18 
“This is the covenant I will make with 
them after that time, says the Lord. I will 
put my laws in their hearts, and I will write 
them on their minds.” 17  Then he adds: 
“Their sins and lawless acts I will remem-
ber no more.” 18  And where these have 
been forgiven, __________________ for 
_______ is _____ _______________ 
_____________________.  

 
The new covenant reaches beyond the nation of 
Israel. It includes Jews and Gentiles, and forms all 
who believe into one Body, with Christ as the 
Head.  
 

Ephesians 2:11-22   
Therefore, remember that formerly you 
who are Gentiles by birth . . . excluded 
from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to 
the covenants of the promise, without 
hope and without God in the world. 13 But 
now in Christ Jesus you who __________ 
were _______ __________ have been 
_________________ __________ by the 
blood of Christ. . . 22 And in him you too 
are being built together to become a dwell-
ing in which God lives by his Spirit.  

 
Galatians 3:28 
There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither 
slave nor free, nor is there male and fe-
male, for you are _______ _______ in 
Christ Jesus. 

 

COVENANT & GOD'S PURPOSE  
Through making covenant, God has bound Him-
self to fulfill His purpose on the earth even though 
man (the first man – Adam) failed and broke the 
relationship between God and man.  

 
Romans 5:12 
Therefore, just as sin entered the world 
through _______ _______, and death 
through sin, and in this way death came to 
all people, because all sinned—  

 
Isaiah 59:2 
But your iniquities have ______________ 
you from your God; your sins have hidden 
his face from you, so that he will not hear.  

 
However, God sent another man, His own Son 
Jesus (called 'The Second Adam'), Who kept the 
covenant and reunited God with those who be-
lieve.  
 

Romans 5:17 
For if, by the trespass of the one man, 
death reigned through that one man, how 
much more will those who receive God’s 
abundant provision of grace and of the gift 
of righteousness reign in life through the 
_______ ________, Jesus Christ!  

 
2 Corinthians 5:21   
God made him who had no sin to _____ 
________ for us, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God. 

 

The Law & Covenant 
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It’s important to realize that Jesus was both fully 
God and fully man, and because of this, He ful-
filled the covenant for both parties. 
 
Fully God: 

 
Colossians 1:15-19   
The Son is the image of the invisible God, 
the firstborn over all creation. 16  For in 
him all things were created: things in heav-
en and on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or powers or rulers or au-
thorities; all things have been created 
through him and for him. 17  He is before 
all things, and in him all things hold to-
gether. 18  And he is the head of the body, 
the church; he is the beginning and the 
firstborn from among the dead, so that in 
everything he might have the supremacy. 
19  For God was pleased to have all his full-
ness dwell in him,  

 
Fully Man: 

 
Philippians 2:5-8 
. . . as Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in very 
nature God, did not consider equality with 
God something to be used to his own ad-
vantage; 7  rather, he made himself nothing 
by taking the very nature of a servant, be-
ing made in human likeness. 8  And being 
found in appearance as a man, he hum-
bled himself by becoming obedient to 
death— even death on a cross!  

  
Withstood Temptation: 

Jesus fulfilled the covenant by resisting every temp-
tation. He was tempted in every way possible that 
any person can be tempted, but He never sinned. 
Jesus was fully obedient to the Father, and only 
wanted to please Him.   
 

Hebrews 4:15 
For we do not have a high priest who is 
unable to empathize with our weaknesses, 
but we have one who has been 
_________________ in ___________ 
________, just as we are—yet he did not 
sin. 

 
Fully Obedient to the Father: 

 
John 12:49-50 
For I did not speak on my own, but the 
Father who sent me commanded me to say 
all that I have spoken. 50  I know that his 
command leads to eternal life. So whatever 
I say is just what the Father has told me to 
say.” 

 
According to God's covenants with Abraham and 
David, Jesus is in their lineage, or family line, the 
“seed of Abraham”. He is in the royal line of an-
cestry through Joseph, His earthly father, and He 
is in their natural line of ancestry through His 
mother, Mary.  
 

Acts 2:29-31 
 “Fellow Israelites, I can tell you confident-
ly that the patriarch David died and was 
buried, and his tomb is here to this day. 
30  But he was a prophet and knew that 
God had ____________________ him on 
oath that he would place one of his 
____________________________ on his 
throne. 31  Seeing what was to come, he 
spoke of the resurrection of the 
_________________, that he was not 
abandoned to the realm of the dead, nor 
did his body see decay.  

 

Jesus Fulfilled the Covenant 
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Jesus is the High Priest of a better covenant, and is 
the perfect sacrifice offered for all who have bro-
ken the covenant.   
 

2 Corinthians 5:21   
God made him ________ ________ 
_____ ________ to be sin for us, so that 
in him we might become the righteousness 
of God. 

 
Hebrews 7:27   
Unlike the other high priests, he does not 
need to offer sacrifices day after day, first 
for his own sins, and then for the sins of 
the people. He _____________________ 
for their sins __________ for ________ 
when he offered _________________. 

 
In Jesus, God is fulfilling His original in-

tent for mankind. 

 
Hebrews 2:5 
It is not to angels that he has subjected 
the world to come, about which we are 
speaking. 6  But there is a place where 
someone has testified: “What is man-
kind that you are mindful of them, a 
son of man that you care for him? 
7  You made them a little lower than 
the angels; you crowned them with glo-
ry and honor 8  and put everything un-
der their feet.” In putting everything 

under them, God left nothing that is 
not subject to them. Yet at present we 
do not see everything subject to them. 
9  But we do see Jesus, who was made 
lower than the angels for a little while, 
now crowned with glory and honor 
because he suffered death, so that by 
the grace of God he might taste death 
for everyone.  
 

CONCLUSION  

 
When we accept and receive the gift/sacrifice of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, we enter into a covenant 
with God, complete with all of its blessings and 
responsibilities.  
 
All of history meets at the cross of Christ. At the 
cross, the full penalty of the broken covenant was 
paid. Jesus, fully God and fully man, became the 
perfect sacrifice, once and for all.  
 
Jesus not only speaks and reveals the Covenant 
Word of God, but He is the “Living Word.”  Cov-
enant is part of His very being. It is infused within 
his character.  
 
Now, the Holy Spirit works in the Church. 
Christ's Kingdom is being extended throughout 
the whole earth. So, through mankind, Jesus 
Christ, and the Church, God is fulfilling His origi-
nal covenantal intent.  

The Perfect Sacrifice for a Better Covenant 
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THINGS TO DISCOVER  
 
As we have learned, a covenant demands loyalty, whether it is with God or with 
other people.  Read Psalm 15. 
 
 
According to Psalm 15, how is the person who honors God rewarded? 
 
 
What does it mean to you to “never be shaken?” 
 
 
What are some of the things Psalm 15 assumes about a person who is loyal to the 
Lord?  
 
 
How has God demonstrated His faithfulness to you?  
 
 
How you do you consider your decision to follow Jesus in light of having a cove-
nant relationship with God? 
 
 
At what point in your life on earth will your covenant with God come to an end? 
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A NEW COVENANT & A NEW KINGDOM 



82 

 

Before we begin this lesson, let’s pray. 
 
“Father, thank you for loving me. Thank you for 
leading me and drawing me close to you so I can 
know you. Now, as I continue learning more 
about your plan for me, I ask that you show me 
everything I need to know and help me to absorb 
what you’re teaching me. In Jesus’ Name. 
Amen.” 
 
 
Once God made His covenant with Man, He in-
tended to fulfill it. And so, when the time came, 
He sent His Son to be born from a woman, born 
onto earth, born under God’s law.  Through the 
human birth process, God’s Son took the form of 
a human man and was named Jesus. From infancy 
to adulthood,  Jesus of Nazareth lived on earth, 
completely man and completely God (not half & 
half). Jesus, as God incarnate, fulfilled all previous 
prophecies promises and covenants. He accom-
plished for us what we could never have accom-
plished for ourselves – a right relationship with 
God the Father. Jesus provided the way for us to 
be restored to our covenant relationship with the 
living God.  
 
This lesson shows the detailed preparation for and 
the significance of God Incarnate – Jesus, the Son 
of God. His incarnation is the complete fulfill-
ment of all God’s covenantal promises in the Old 
Testament.  
 

THE PREPARATION 
 
Adam & Eve 

At the time of Adam & Eve’s fall into sin, God 
revealed His plan to vanquish Satan through the 
descendant of Eve.  
 

Genesis 3:15 
And I will put enmity between you (Satan) 
and the woman, and between your ______
-____________ and hers; he will 
__________ your head, and you will strike 
his heel.”  

Abraham 

In addition, God clarified His intentions by form-
ing a covenant with Abraham and his family. God 
was pleased with Abraham because of his obedi-
ence. His covenant promise was that God would 
bring His blessing to all the people on earth 
through Abraham’s descendants.  
 

Genesis 22:18 
“. . . and ______________ your 
________________ all nations on earth 
will be ______________, because you 
have obeyed me.”  

 
Galatians 3:16   
The promises were spoken to Abraham 
and to his seed. Scripture does not say 
“and to seeds,” meaning many people, but 
“and to your seed,” meaning one person, 
who is _____________ . 

 
Jacob 

Following up on God’s covenant promise with 
Abraham, his grandson Jacob foretold that a ruler 
would come from the tribe of his son, Judah 
(Abraham’s great-grandson). The tribe of Judah 
would supply triumphant leadership for the na-
tion of Israel for generations! At long last, this 
would conclude with the birth of Jesus Christ, the 
Prince of Peace, the “Lion of the Tribe of Ju-
dah” (Rev 5:5). The Old Testament writers contin-
ually reaffirm this prophecy of the Messiah to 
come.  
 

Genesis 49:10   
The scepter will not depart from 
Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from 
between his feet, until ____ ____ 
________ ____ ______________ 
shall come and the obedience of 
the nations shall be his.  

Preparation for the Fulfilled of the Promise 



83 

 

Moses 

God continued to prepare His people, continued 
to encourage them with His promise of things to 
come. With Moses, he promised that a “prophet” 
would come who would be like Moses because He 
would be a deliverer of His people.  
 

Deuteronomy 18:18     
I will raise up for them a ______________ 
________ ______ from among their fel-
low Israelites, and I will put my words in 
his mouth. He will tell them everything I 
command him. 

 
David 

We can see God at work through generation after 
generation, reminding His people of the promise – 
and forming covenants with key people. One of 
them was David, who He raised up from tending 
sheep to being the King over all Israel. David was 
so pleasing to the Lord that God called him, “A 
man after my own heart.” (Acts 13:22)  Nathan, 
the prophet during David's reign, clearly foretold 
that the Holy Seed would come through King Da-
vid. Both king and kingdom would continue forev-
er.  
 

2 Samuel 7:11b-16 
. . . ‘The LORD declares to you that . . . 
12   I will raise up your ________________ 
to succeed you, your own flesh and blood, 
and I will establish his kingdom. . . 
16  Your house and your kingdom will en-
dure forever before me; your ___________ 
will be ______________________ 
______________ .’”  

 

Prophets 

Many prophets, like Ezekiel, Joel and Amos, refer 
to the coming 'Day of the Lord'. (Ezek 7:19, Joel 
1:15, 2:11, 2:28-32, 3:1-21, Amos 5:18) 
Micah calls Him 'the Ruler of Israel', and specifi-
cally names the town of Bethlehem as the place of 
His birth.  
 

Micah 5:2   
“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though 
you are small among the clans of Judah, 
out of you will come for me one who will 
be __________ over ____________, 
whose origins are from of old, from an-
cient times.”  

 
Of all the Old Testament prophets, Isaiah foretells 
the most details concerning the features and char-
acteristics of the coming king. He foretells the vir-
gin birth and calls Him ‘the Branch,’ ‘Immanuel 
(God with us),’ the ‘Lord's Servant’ and ‘Savior' – 
even describing details about His suffering and 
death. Truly, this was God speaking through a 
man, foretelling things that were to come 680 
years in advance! 
 

Isaiah 4:2   
In that day the ____________ of the 
LORD will be beautiful and glorious, and 
the fruit of the land will be the pride and 
glory of the survivors in Israel.  

 
Isaiah 7:14   
Therefore the Lord himself will give 
you a ________ : The ____________ 
will conceive and give birth to a son, 
and will call him ________________. 

Preparation for the Fulfilled Promise 

Incarnation 
In-kahr-ney’-shuhn 
1. An incarnate being or form 
2. A living being embodying a deity or spirit 
3. Assumption of human form or nature 
4. Theology, The doctrine that the second person of the Trinity assumed human form in the person 

of Jesus Christ and is completely both God and man. 
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Take some time, slowly read through this next por-
tion of the book of Isaiah. Let it soak in to your 
mind and heart the things that Christ suffered for 
us.  
 

Isaiah 52:13 – 53:12 
   See, my servant will act wisely; he will be 
raised and lifted up and highly exalted. 
14  Just as there were many who were ap-
palled at him— his appearance was so dis-
figured beyond that of any human being 
and his form marred beyond human like-
ness— 15  so he will sprinkle many nations, 
and kings will shut their mouths because 
of him. For what they were not told, they 
will see, and what they have not heard, 
they will understand. Isaiah 53:1  Who has be-
lieved our message and to whom has the 
arm of the LORD been revealed? 2  He 
grew up before him like a tender shoot, 
and like a root out of dry ground. He had 
no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, 
nothing in his appearance that we should 
desire him. 3  He was despised and rejected 
by mankind, a man of suffering, and famil-
iar with pain. Like one from whom people 
hide their faces he was despised, and we 
held him in low esteem. 
    4  Surely he took up our pain and bore 
our suffering, yet we considered him pun-
ished by God, stricken by him, and afflict-
ed. 5  But he was pierced for our transgres-
sions, he was crushed for our iniquities; 
the punishment that brought us peace was 
on him, and by his wounds we are healed. 
6  We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each 
of us has turned to our own way; and the 
LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us 
all.  
   7  He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he 
did not open his mouth; he was led like a 
lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep be-
fore its shearers is silent, so he did not 
open his mouth. 8  By oppression and judg-
ment he was taken away. Yet who of his 
generation protested? For he was cut off 

from the land of the living; for the trans-
gression of my people he was punished. 
9  He was assigned a grave with the wicked, 
and with the rich in his death, though he 
had done no violence, nor was any deceit 
in his mouth.  
   10  Yet it was the LORD’s will to crush 
him and cause him to suffer, and though 
the LORD makes his life an offering for 
sin, he will see his offspring and prolong 
his days, and the will of the LORD will 
prosper in his hand. 11  After he has suf-
fered, he will see the light of life and be 
satisfied; by his knowledge my righteous 
servant will justify many, and he will bear 
their iniquities. 12  Therefore I will give 
him a portion among the great, and he will 
divide the spoils with the strong, because 
he poured out his life unto death, and was 
numbered with the transgressors. For he 
bore the sin of many, and made interces-
sion for the transgressors.  

 
From The Message, verse eleven of Isaiah fifty-three 
is described like this, “Out of that terrible travail 
of soul, he'll see that it's worth it and be glad he 
did it. Through what he experienced, my righteous 
one, my servant, will make many ‘righteous ones,’ 
as he himself carries the burden of their sins.“ 
 
Jesus came to earth as a man. It couldn’t have 
been very pleasant for him, being God, limiting 
himself to a human body for 33 years, feeling our 
emotional, and physical pain and temptations. 
Then He faced the cross, knowing what He would 
experience. And yet he chose to bear all that suf-
fering because He knew He would be making a 
way for us to be restored to a relationship with 
God.  

The Father’s Gift: God Incarnate, Jesus Christ 
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The old covenant was established and maintained 
through a system of animal sacrifices. It was initiat-
ed by God with Adam & Eve. God killed an ani-
mal, shedding its blood, and made coverings for 
them. There must be death in payment for sin – 
blood must be shed. Adam & Eve were deserving 
of death, but in His mercy, God allowed an ani-
mal to be killed in place of Adam & Eve.  
 

Leviticus 17:11   
For the ________  of a creature is ____ 
the __________ , and I have given it to 
you to make atonement for yourselves on 
the altar; it is the blood that makes atone-
ment for one’s life. 

 
Hebrews 9:22   
In fact, the law requires that nearly every-
thing be cleansed with blood, and 
______________ the ________________ 
of ___________ there is ____ forgiveness.  

 
God continued the old covenant in terms of ani-
mal sacrifices. He wrote the terms on tablets of 
stone and delivered them to His people through 
Moses.  This covenant was broken again & again, 
not by God, but by the people.  
 
Now, God writes the new covenant on the tablets 
of human hearts.  
 

Jeremiah 31:31-33 
“The days are coming,” declares the 
LORD, “when I will make a ________ 
covenant . . . 33  “This is the covenant I will 
make with the people of Israel after that 
time,” declares the LORD. “I will put my 
law in their minds and ____________ it 
on their ____________. I will be their 
God, and they will be my people.  

 
Through the sacrifice of his own life, Jesus of Naz-
areth met all requirements of God's holiness once 
and for all. This is why Jesus is called “The Lamb 
of God” because his sacrifice took the place of ani-
mal sacrifice.  
 

I Corinthians 11:25   
In the same way, after supper he took the 
cup, saying, “This cup is the ______ 
________________ in my __________; 
do this, whenever you drink it, in remem-
brance of me.” (see also Luke 22:20) 

 
With this “new covenant,” God has established a 
much better covenant. All that the sacrificial sys-
tem of the old covenant meant in terms of human 
failure and rebellion, Jesus, the God-Man, gath-
ered up in Himself and paid the price for that fail-
ure and rebellion. Jesus established the new cove-
nant through shedding His own blood. He ful-
filled all the terms of the new covenant. Therefore, 
He and He alone, was able to initiate the new cov-
enant, set it in motion, and maintain it.  
 

Hebrews 8:7-13 
For if there had been nothing wrong with that 
first covenant, no place would have been 
sought for another. 8 But God found fault with 
the people and said: “The days are coming, 
declares the Lord, when I will make a new cov-
enant with the people of Israel and with the 
people of Judah. 9 It will not be like the cove-
nant I made with their ancestors when I took 
them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, 
because they did not remain faithful to my 
covenant, and I turned away from them, de-
clares the Lord. 10 This is the covenant I will 
establish with the people of Israel after that 
time, declares the Lord. I will put my laws in 
their minds and write them on their hearts. I 
will be their God, and they will be my people. 
11 No longer will they teach their neighbor, or 
say to one another, ‘Know the Lord,’ because 
they will all know me, from the least of them 
to the greatest. 12 For I will forgive their wick-
edness and will remember their sins no more.” 
13 By calling this covenant “new,” he has made 
the first one obsolete; and what is obsolete and 
outdated will soon disappear.  

 
We see in verse 11, that it is now and has always 
been God’s desire that we would “know” Him – 
and be close with Him. He wanted it so greatly 
that He was willing to sacrifice the ultimate sacri-
fice.  

Incarnation & the New Covenant 
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The covenant was made by two parties – God and 
man. So only one who was both God and man 
could make atonement for our sins.  
 

Hebrews 10:4-10 
It is impossible for the blood of bulls and 
goats to take away sins. 5  Therefore, when 
Christ came into the world, he said: 
“Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, 
but a body you prepared for me; 6  with 
burnt offerings and sin offerings you were 
not pleased. 7  Then I said, ‘Here I am—it is 
written about me in the scroll— I have 
come to do your will, my God.’ ” 8  First he 
said, “Sacrifices and offerings, burnt offer-
ings and sin offerings you did not desire, 
nor were you pleased with them”—though 
they were offered in accordance with the 
law. 9  Then he said, “Here I am, I have 
come to do your will.” He sets aside the 
first to establish the second. 10  And by that 
will, we have been made holy through the 
sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once 
for all. 

 
• He had to be God, because no one else could 

achieve it! 

• He had to be man, because no one else should 
pay the price. Man is the guilty party, but his 
sin renders him impotent. 

• So – the “God-man” (Jesus) is the only one 
who is qualified.  

 
Through Jesus, God shows His great love for us, 
even in our sinful state. He obviously places great 
value on human life – mankind as a whole, and 
each individual life! 
 

Romans 5:8   
But God demonstrates his own love for us 
in this: _______________ we were 
__________ ______________, Christ 
died for us.  

 
 

I Timothy 1:15   
Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves 
full acceptance: Christ ____________ 
__________ into the world _____ 
__________ ________________ —of 
whom I am the worst. 

 
Through Jesus, God shows that He is able to un-
derstand us and sympathize with us. Stop and 
think about this – God understands! He sympa-
thizes! Shouldn’t this make us want to be closer 
with Him? Shouldn’t this result in our desire to be 
united with Him, seeking Him and His help?  
 

Psalm 103:11-14 
For as high as the heavens are above the 
earth, so _____________ is his 
__________ for those who fear him; 12  as 
far as the east is from the west, so far has 
he removed our transgressions from us. 
13  As a father has compassion on his chil-
dren, so the LORD has _______________ 
on those who fear him; 14  for he 
__________ how we are formed, he re-
members that we are dust.  

 
I Corinthians 10:13   
No temptation has overtaken you except 
what is common to mankind. And God is 
___________________; he will not let 
you be tempted beyond what you can bear. 
But when you are tempted, he will also 
_________________ a _______ _______ 
so that you can endure it. 

 
Through Jesus, God shows us an example of how 
a person ought to relate to God and live in the 
world. 
 

I Peter 2:21   
To this you were called, because Christ 
suffered for you, leaving you an exam-
ple, that you should _____________ 
in _______ ___________ .  

Why the Incarnation? 



87 

 

The necessity of the Virgin Birth 

One of the problems some people have with 
Christianity is they scoff at the virgin birth, find-
ing it difficult to believe.  Mary, herself, asked the 
question, “How can this be?” 
 

Luke 1:30-34 
But the angel said to her, “Do not be 
afraid, Mary; you have found favor with 
God. 31  You will conceive and give birth 
to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 
32  He will be great and will be called the 
Son of the Most High. The Lord God will 
give him the throne of his father David, 
33  and he will reign over Jacob’s descend-
ants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 
34  “______ ________ ________ ____ ,” 
Mary asked the angel, “since I am a vir-
gin?”  

 
Continuing in Luke, chapter One, we see that the 
Spirit of God overshadowed the Virgin Mary, and 
by His power produced a miraculous conception. 
Mary gave birth to the Child, who was the only 
Son of God born in this way (the 'only begotten 
Son of God.')  By God's creative Power, the Spirit 
began a spiritual nation  – people who experience 
a 'new birth' through faith in Christ their King. 
He became the First, the Leader, the New Adam.  
 
• Jesus avoided the curse of original sin by 

means of the virgin birth. If He had been born 
through Mary and her human husband, Jo-
seph – he would have carried the sin that is 
inherent in all people.  He would have been 
just like the rest of us, not God-man, just man. 
(Rom 5:12, Gal 4:4) 

 
• Also, God had said that it would be the off-

spring of  woman, not man, that was to crush 
the serpent’s head Gen 3:5). This is the only 
place in the entire Bible where the offspring of 
a woman is mentioned.  

 

CONCLUSION  

“Someone is Coming!” 

The Old Testament is full of references to some-
one who is coming to fulfill all the prophecies and 
finalize all the temporary solutions to the prob-
lems caused by man’s sin. Only God had the pow-
er to achieve any real change. Man was the wrong-
doer who had no power to change his condition. 
Therefore, God himself came, as a man 
(incarnation) in a way (virgin birth) that avoided 
the curse of original sin, establishing a new cove-
nant through shedding His own blood on the 
cross.  
 

The Means of the Incarnation 
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THINGS TO DISCOVER  
 
How does Jesus Christ uniquely qualify as the One who could break the curse of 
sin and death over mankind?  
 
 
Have you, personally, accepted the price that was paid for you to be made right 
with God?  
 
 
Have you decided to follow the example of Jesus? If so, how has this impacted 
your personal life? 
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GOD’S SERVANT AMONG US 
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Let’s take some time again to seek God in prayer: 
 
God, my Father, I ask you to be with me now as I 
continue to learn about You and Your Son. 
Open my mind and heart to know and love you 
more and more. This is the greatest pursuit of 
my life. I ask that your Spirit will lead me and 
guide me as I pursue Your truth. In Jesus’s 
Name, Amen.  
 
 
As we seek more deeply into our pursuit of know-
ing God, we continue our study toward Jesus 
Christ, God the Son. In this chapter and the three 
that follow it, we will study about Christ in his 
roles as prophet, priest, teacher, savior, and Lord 
over the universe and the church. Let’s begin 
again, at the beginning, with Genesis: 
 

Genesis 1:26   
Then God said, “Let ____ make mankind 
in ______ image, in our likeness . . .”  

 
Notice – God, the Father, did NOT say, “I will 
make mankind in my own image, in my likeness.”  
He uses the plural forms for the pronouns, “us” 
and “our,” indicating that there was more than 
one person of the Godhead involved in the crea-
tion of all things.  
 
So the second person of the Triune (three-in-one) 
God, the One who was to become Jesus, the 
Christ, has always been, will always be. He was pre-
sent at the creation.  
 

Colossians 1:15-17   
The ______ is the image of the invisible 
God, the firstborn over all creation. 16  For 
____ ______ all things were 
________________: things in heaven and 
on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; 
all things have been created through him 
and for him. 17  He is before all things, and 
in him all things hold together.  

 

This passage further clarifies that “the Son,” Jesus 
Christ was present and involved in creation. Now, 
this next passage describes the same event, calling 
Him, “the Word.”  This “name” has great signifi-
cance for helping us understand the nature and 
character of Christ.  
 

John 1:1-5 
In the beginning was the _________, and 
the Word was with God, and the 
________ ______ ______. 2  He was with 
God in the beginning. 3  Through him all 
things were made; without him nothing 
was made that has been made. 4  In him 
was life, and that life was the light of all 
mankind. 5  The light shines in the dark-
ness, and the darkness has not over-
come it.  

 

THE SERVANT 
In order to understand Jesus as God's Word 
(Prophet), we need first to look at His role as a 
servant. It’s hard to fully comprehend just how 
much Christ humbled Himself. He is Almighty 
God, the Creator of man, and yet he became a man 
in order to come and serve us in the most humili-
ating way – subjecting Himself to every weakness 
and temptation, being mocked, spat upon, beaten, 
and hung on a cross to die like a criminal.  
 

Matthew 20:28   
. . . just as the Son of Man did not come to 
be served, but ____ ___________, and to 
give his life as a ransom for many.” 

 
The book of Isaiah foretells the coming of this ex-
traordinary servant, and the apostolic writers of 
the New Testament look back in wonder and ad-
miration at the depths of servitude that Christ dis-
played among them. Jesus lived His servanthood 
as an example for us. It is to be the most plainly 
identifying feature of His followers, the Church.  

Christ, the Servant 
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The prophet Isaiah, predicted the servant-nature 
of the Messiah. This fact, however, was misinter-
preted or misunderstood by the leaders of Israel.  
 
Isaiah sees the Servant as the Chosen of the Fa-
ther, strengthened and upheld by the Father's 
hand, the One who is the Father's covenant to the 
nations. He bears witness to the Father; He comes 
as Light to the Gentile nations of the earth. 
Formed from the womb to be the Father's Servant, 
He brings restoration to Israel.  
 

Isaiah 52:13-15   
See, my ______________ will act wisely; 
he will be raised and lifted up and highly 
exalted. 14  Just as there were many who 
were appalled at him— his appearance was 
so ____________________ beyond that 
of any human being and his form 
____________ beyond human likeness— 
15  so he will sprinkle many nations, and 
kings will shut their mouths because of 
him. For what they were not told, they will 
see, and what they have not heard, they 
will understand.  

 
Isaiah portrays the suffering Servant, disfigured 
and marred beyond all human likeness, a root out 
of dry ground, despised and rejected by people. 
Isaiah sees Him as struck by the Father, smitten, 
afflicted, pierced, crushed, and wounded. As the 
guilt offering, the Father lays on Him all the sins 
of the world. By knowing the Righteous One, the 
Father's Servant, many will find justification and 
salvation. Isaiah, here in chapter 52, verse 15, even 
prophesies the misinterpretation of these things! 
 
It’s not surprising that the readers and scholars of 
Isaiah's time misinterpreted the Servant-Person! 
Yet in the light of the fact that our salvation has 
been completed, we re-examine the book of Isaiah 
and stand in awe at the Servant. Jesus, His disci-
ples, and those who heard Him carried in their 
hearts Isaiah's prophecies.  
 
 

Isaiah 61:1-3   
The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on 
me, because the LORD has anointed me 
to proclaim good news to the poor. He has 
sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to 
proclaim freedom for the captives and re-
lease from darkness for the prisoners, 2 to 
proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor and 
the day of vengeance of our God, to com-
fort all who mourn, 3 and provide for 
those who grieve in Zion— to bestow on 
them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, 
the oil of joy instead of mourning, and a 
garment of praise instead of a spirit of des-
pair. They will be called oaks of righteous-
ness, a planting of the LORD for the dis-
play of his splendor.  

  
 

The Servant Foretold 
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John wrote that he had seen Him, observed Him, 
and touched Him.  
 

John 20:29   
Then Jesus told him, “Because you have 
________ me, you have believed; blessed 
are those who have not seen and yet have 
believed.” 

 
Luke recognized Him as Isaiah's Messiah, anointed 
with the Good News for the poor and captive, to 
release them into sight, healing, and God's favor.  
 

Luke 4:18-19   
“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because 
he has anointed me to proclaim good news 
to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim 
freedom for the prisoners and recovery of 
sight for the blind, to set the oppressed 
free, 19  to proclaim the year of the Lord’s 
favor.”  

 
Luke 24:25-26   
He said to them, “How foolish you are, 
and how ________ to ______________ 
all that the prophets have spoken! 26  Did 
not the Messiah have to ____________ 
these things and then enter his glory?”  

 
Matthew noted His modest behavior by describing 
occasions when Jesus cautioned His followers not 
to divulge His real identity or work. Yet each writ-
er of the Gospels were amazed at the miracles, 
healings and deliverances Jesus performed.  
 
Jesus was not the expected version of their long-
awaited Messiah. In that day, the standard expecta-
tion was to see the Messiah as a royal, majestic per-
son, coming from the Father with enough troops 
to defeat Rome and re-establish Jerusalem as the 
capital of the earth. Instead, Jesus came as a serv-
ant, meeting the needs of ordinary people, cau-
tious about divulging His true identity, and expos-
ing the hypocrisy of religious leaders. Jesus ex-
plained to His disciples three times the necessity 
of His going to Jerusalem to die. Even Peter re-

buffed Him, saying, 'God forbid it, Lord. This 
shall never happen to You.' 
 
To complicate the picture further, Jesus declared 
that  
• He came to earth because the Father sent 

Him; that  
• He came to accomplish the Father's will;  
• He does nothing on His own initiative, but 

only what He sees the Father doing;  
• His teaching is not His own, but the Father's 

who taught Him;  
• The very works which He does are the ones 

the Father sent Him to accomplish;  
• He carries the Father's authority, not His own.  
• The only authority He carried was that of lay-

ing down His own life at the cross -and that 
commandment He received from His Father.  
(John, chapters 13 through 17) 

 
Jesus continued this servant posture all the way to 
the end of His earthly life and throughout His 
ministry. He saw Himself as His Father’s servant, 
sent on the Father’s initiative, speaking the Fa-
ther’s words, doing the Father’s work, and repre-
senting the Father’s heart. As He served His Fa-
ther, Jesus fulfilled all the Old Testament Scrip-
tures concerning the Messiah.  
 
When Philip asked Jesus to show them the Father, 
Jesus may have been a bit hurt. He said, “Don’t 
you KNOW me, Philip . . .?” and saying, “Anyone 
who has seen me has seen the Father.” (John 14:9) 
 
Jesus’ delight was to accomplish His Father's pur-
poses. Because of this He received the Father's au-
dibly spoken approval. 
 

Luke 3:22   
. . . And a voice came from heaven: “You 
are my Son, whom I love; with you I am 
________ ______________.”  

 
 
 

The Servant at Work 
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Jesus did not come to earth with a reluctant or 
unwilling attitude.  He didn’t even think about 
the humiliation he would bear. He valued every 
day on the earth as an opportunity to please His 
Father. This is the example He has set for us as we 
continue our life learning and practicing His ways.  
 
Written in the Gospels, we find three times where 
Jesus talked about His purpose for going to Jerusa-
lem – to lay down His life for the people of the 
world. The disciples were all astonished by this, 
and responded with disbelief.  
 

Matthew 16:22   
Peter took him aside and began to rebuke 
him. “Never, Lord!” he said. “This shall 
never happen to you!”  

 
Even though Jesus specifically stated that he would 
be raised three days after His death, this concept 
was so different from the popular teachings about 
the Messiah, that the disciples couldn’t compre-
hend it.  Jesus admonished them for scorning 
Mary's pre-burial anointing of Him.  
 

Matthew 26:7-12   
A woman came to him with an alabaster 
jar of very expensive perfume, which she 
poured on his head as he was reclining at 
the table.  8  When the disciples saw this, 
they were indignant. “Why this waste?” 
they asked. 9  “This perfume could have 
been sold at a high price and the money 
given to the poor.” 10  Aware of this, Jesus 
said to them, “Why are you bothering this 
woman? She has done a beautiful thing to 
me. 11  The poor you will always have with 
you, but you will not always have me. 
12  When she poured this perfume on my 
body, she did it to ________________ me 
for ____________.  

 
Just a few days before His arrest, trial and execu-
tion, Jesus set aside some private time with His 
disciples. He humbled himself before them by 
washing their feet, the task of the most lowly serv-

ant of the day. He also acknowledged that he was 
aware of His betrayer. He gave them His “new 
commandment” – to love one another as He had 
loved them. He promised them that he would al-
ways be with them and told them about the com-
ing of the Holy Spirit and described the work that 
the Spirit would do. He taught them about the 
vine-branch relationship.  He said goodbye to 
them.  Then he spent His last hours alone in the 
Garden of Gethsemane, in His Father’s presence, 
praying for His disciples and to all the believers 
who were yet to come, including you & me.  So, 
to the very end, Jesus continued with His servant’s 
heart.  
 
 

The Servant in His Death 
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After His death, burial and resurrection. His 
friends were walking along the road to Emmaus. 
He appeared to them and walked along with them, 
but they didn’t recognize Him. So he gently re-
proved them for not grasping the truth of what 
the prophets had spoken. 
 

Luke 24:25-27   
He said to them, “How 
_________________ you are, and how 
slow to believe all that the prophets have 
spoken! 26  Did not the Messiah have to 
suffer these things and then enter his glo-
ry?” 27  And beginning with Moses and all 
the Prophets, he explained to them what 
was said in all the Scriptures concerning 
himself. 

 
Jesus had always known that He had come to die. 
He had always known that the Father would raise 
Him from the dead. His servant attitude was one 
of trust, of willingness to obey the Father – even to 
His own suffering and death.  
 

Luke 22:42   
“Father, if you are willing, take this cup 
from me; yet not my will, but yours be 
done.” 

 
Jesus’ journey from Heaven to earth, as described 
by Paul, is a seven-step process:  
• Jesus recognized His equality with the Father  
• Jesus emptied Himself of His rights and privi-

leges  
• Jesus took on the nature of a servant, the like-

ness and nature of man  
• Jesus humbled Himself  
• Jesus became obedient, even to the point of 

death on a cross  
• Jesus is exalted to the Father's Right Hand as 

Ruler  
• Jesus is given (by the Father) the Name that is 

above all names  
 
From the obedient, suffering Servant, the Father 
produced the Sovereign Servant. Jesus rules at the 

Father's right hand until all things are in subjec-
tion under His feet.  
 

I Peter 3:21   
. . . Jesus Christ, 22  who has gone into 
heaven and is at God’s right hand—with 
angels, authorities and powers in submis-
sion to him. 

 
The Lord Jesus Christ, triumphant, will deliver up 
the Kingdom to His God and Father.  Jesus came 
to earth as Servant-King; He now continues in 
Heaven as Servant-King.  
 

Hebrews 7:24-25   
. . . but because Jesus lives forever, he 
has a permanent priesthood. 
25  Therefore he is able to save com-
pletely those who come to God 
through him, because he always lives to 
intercede for them. 

 

CONCLUSION  
Jesus of Nazareth came to fulfill His Father's pur-
poses for mankind. He willingly laid down His life 
to fulfill His Father's unfathomable love for fallen 
mankind. So the Father raised Him from the 
dead, placed Him at His own right hand and gave 
Him all authority in Heaven and on earth. There, 
the Bond-Servant rules as Servant-King.  
 
 

The Servant in His Ascension 
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THINGS TO DISCOVER  
 
Why was the servanthood of Jesus so difficult  for society and even the disciples to 
accept?  
 
 
How does the servanthood of Jesus affect your own attitude toward serving?  
 
 
Why must we be servants in order to rule?  
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GOD’S WORD TO US 
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Let’s begin once more, by going to God in prayer: 
 
Holy God, You are my source of truth. Teach me 
your ways. Give me wisdom and understanding 
so that I can love you more and give you greater 
glory so that others will want to know you too! 
Holy Spirit, guide me into more truth as I apply 
myself to learn.  In Jesus’s Name. Amen.  
 
 
In previous lessons, we’ve learned about the triune 
(three-in-one) God. From this we realize that Jesus 
Christ and the Holy Spirit were all with the Father 
in the beginning when He created everything. 
Now we will return to what has become a familiar 
passage of scripture— 
  

The Gospel of John, Chapter 1, 

verses 1 through 14 
  

1  In the beginning was the ___________, 
and the Word was __________ God, and 
the Word ________ God.  2  He was with 
God in the beginning. 3  Through him all 
things were made; without him nothing 
was made that has been made. 

 
This “Word” is here described as being God Him-
self – part of the Triune Godhead. It refers to the 
“Word” with the pronoun, “He.” And it says that 
all things were made through “him.”  
 

4  In him was life, and that life was the 
light of all mankind. 5  The light shines in 
the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it.  
 

Now, John changes his metaphor and starts de-
scribing this “him” as life and light. There are 
many places in the Bible that talk about the Word 
of God bringing light and life.  
 

6  There was a man sent from God whose 
name was John. 7  He came as a 
_________________ to testify concerning 

that light, so that through him all might 
believe. 8  He himself was not the light; he 
came only as a witness to the light. 9  The 
true light that gives light to everyone was 
coming into the world.  
 

Now, John writes about John the Baptist, calling 
him a witness to the light. This is what we are 
called to be. Like John the Baptist, we are not the 
light ourselves, but we are reflectors and witnesses 
to the true Light. 
 

10  He was in the world, and though the 
world was made through him, the world 
did not recognize him. 11  He came to that 
which was his own, but his own did not 
receive him.  
 

John shifts now to Jesus Christ, through whom all 
things were created. He came but for the most 
part, his own people didn’t recognize or 
acknowledge Him.  
 

12  Yet to all who did receive him, to those 
who believed in his name, he gave the 
right to become children of God—
13  children born not of natural descent, 
nor of human decision or a husband’s will, 
but born of God.  
 

And yet, there were some who did receive Him. 
They realized that He was the true Light, the Mes-
siah, the Word. These are the ones who become 
children of God – this is describing a different 
kind of birth – a spiritual birth, what we call being 
“born again.”  We are now born spiritually into 
God’s family and become His children.  
 

14  The Word _______________ 
____________ and made his dwelling 
among us. We have seen his glory, the glo-
ry of the one and only Son, who came 
from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

  
And so the Word, Jesus Christ, the Son of God, 
came to earth and lived among us.  

The Word Became Flesh 
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God has always spoken. He spoke the universe 
into existence. He spoke to Adam and Eve, Abra-
ham & many others. He spoke to his people 
through prophets. We start this lesson by learning 
about the ministry of the Old Testament prophets 
–those who were prophets before Christ came to 
earth.  
 

OLD TESTAMENT PROPHETS  
God called Moses to lead His people out of Egypt. 
Moses, in response, argued with God about his 
ability to be the kind of leader God wanted.  
 

Exodus 4:10   
Moses said to the LORD, “Pardon your 
servant, Lord. I have __________ 
________ ________________, neither in 
the past nor since you have spoken to your 
servant. I am slow of speech and tongue.”  

 
In this exchange with God about his leadership, 
we find a clear picture of the Hebrew concept of 
the prophet. Because Moses was reluctant to carry 
God’s Word himself, God chose Aaron to be the 
mouthpiece for Moses.  
 

Exodus 4:14-16   
Then the LORD’s anger burned against 
Moses and he said, “What about your 
brother, Aaron the Levite? . . .  15  You 
shall speak to him and put words in his 
mouth; I will help both of you speak and 
will teach you what to do. 16  He will 
speak to the people for you, and it will be 
_____ _____ he were __________ 
_____________ and as if you were God 
to him. 

 
The prophet is, essentially, God's mouthpiece, or 
God's 'mouth'. What they heard directly from 
God, they repeated to the people.  
 
• Abraham expressed God's Fatherhood to Isra-

el and the Gentile nations. (Gen 20:7) 

 
• Hosea demonstrated God's redemptive love, 

His faithfulness and forgiveness in the midst 
of Israel's unfaithfulness. (Hosea 1-14) 

 
• Jeremiah demonstrated God's Sovereign re-

sponse to Israel's sin. (Jeremiah 1-52) He is of-
ten referred to as the “weeping prophet” be-
cause he lamented so much over the condition 
of Israel. 

 
• Moses revealed more about God than any oth-

er human prophet. He presented the 17 names 
of God throughout the Pentateuch, such as, 
“Jehovah Jireh (God Provides), Jehovah-Nissei 
(God our banner), etc. Each name presented 
another aspect of God's nature and personali-
ty. Moses stands above the others as the princi-
pal prophet speaking for God to Israel. He ex-
perienced God's very Presence, and listened as 
God declared His own nature for all the world 
to know the One who is . . . 'compassionate 
and gracious.' (Deut 34:10) 

 
Deuteronomy 34:10   
Since then, no prophet has risen in Israel 
like Moses, whom the LORD knew face to 
face, 

 
• Samuel was established as a prophet by God, 

who 'let none of his words fall to the 
ground.' (I Sam 3:19) 

 
• The Word of the Lord came to Elijah, boldly 

confronting Ahab and Jezebel, leading to the 
destruction of 400 false prophets. (I Kings 18).  

 
• Elisha, as heir to Elijah, asked for and received 

a double prophetic portion and bravely went 
on to stand against kings and commoners who 
ruled and lived in direct opposition to God’s 
direction. (I Kings 19 – II Kings 13) 

 
 
 

The Prophets 
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Continuing with Old Testament Prophets: 
 
• God had made Israel a prophetic community ⎯ 

His voice on earth. Israel became the only na-
tion on earth to know God's mind and heart 
concerning itself and the surrounding Gentile 
nations. Kings of Israel consulted with the 
prophets on matters of state. Those kings who 
disregarded God’s voice (though His prophets) 
suffered and died. Much of Israel's historic 
identity as a nation is due to the input of 
God's prophets. Even foreign nations respect-
ed Israel because of the testimony of their rela-
tionship to God. (Num 11:29) 

 
Early in Israel's history, Moses identified the great 
prophet who was to come, God's final and greatest  
Prophet ⎯ Jesus Christ.  
 

Deuteronomy 18:15   
The LORD your God will raise up for 
you a prophet like me from among 
you, from your fellow Israelites. You 
must _______________ to him. 

 

NEW TESTAMENT PROPHETS  
 
• John the Baptist arrived as the first authentic 

prophet in Israel in more than 400 years. He 
was critical of popular religion and its leaders. 
He had an uncompromising message, calling 
God’s people back to righteousness. The 
hearts of the people were drawn to his message 
and they flocked to see him. But the leaders, 
including King Herod Antipas took personal 
offense at his righteous demands and put him 
in prison for execution. Jesus considered him 
the greatest of the prophets. (John 1-5) 

 
• Jesus of Nazareth was the fullest example of a 

prophet of God ⎯ God’s prophetic voice on 
earth.  Jesus insisted on being baptized by John 
the Baptist. Because of this baptism Jesus iden-
tified himself with John in the minds of the 
people, and also with the entire line of pro-
phetic tradition from the Old Testament 
prophets.   

 
Jesus’ Prophetic Ministry 

The masses of Israel recognized Jesus as Prophet, 
fulfilling the prophetic office so clearly stated in 
the Old Testament.   

 
Mark 6:14  
King Herod heard about this, for 
_____________ __________ had become 
well known. . . .  15  Others said, “He is 
Elijah.” And still others claimed, “He is a 
_________________, like one of the 
prophets of long ago.”  

 
Jesus referred to Himself as Prophet. As the 'Word 
made flesh,' He expressed in word and deed what 
all the previous prophets had said. 
  

Mark 6:1-4 
Jesus left there and went to his hometown, 
accompanied by his disciples. 2  When the 
Sabbath came, he began to teach in the 
synagogue, and many who heard him were 
amazed. “Where did this man get these 
things?” they asked. “What’s this 
_______________ that has been given 
him? What are these remarkable 
____________________ he is perform-
ing? 4 Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not 
without honor except in his own town, 
among his relatives and in his own home.” 

 
Jesus spoke uniquely as the Father's Prophet. His 
voice and manner carried astounding authority, 
certainly absent from the religious teaching of His 
day.  
 

Matthew 7:28-29   
When Jesus had finished saying these 
things, the _______________ were 
_______________ at his teaching, 
29  because he taught as one who had 
________________________, and not as 
their teachers of the law. 

The Prophets 
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Jesus' voice powerfully affected His listeners, be-
cause He spoke the words He had heard from the 
Father. And His words impelled demonic spirits 
to reveal themselves and to be cast out. To the end 
of His days, Jesus represented Himself as Spokes-
man for the Father, the 'Way, the Truth, and the 
Life,' who leads others into the Father's presence.  
 
The focus of His prophecy was Himself. This was 
also unique among the prophets. Other prophets 
pointed away from themselves, Jesus pointed to 
Himself.  Other prophets were self-effacing; Jesus 
was self-advancing, in a righteous sense. Other 
prophets said, “This is the truth, follow it.” Jesus 
said, “I am the truth, follow Me.” 
 

Mark 8:34   
Then he called the crowd to him along 
with his disciples and said: “Whoever 
wants to be my disciple must deny them-
selves and take up their cross and 
_______________ _____.  

 

JESUS, OUR PROPHET-TEACHER TO-

DAY 
Our knowledge of God can only come through 
revelation – whatever God reveals to us about Him-
self and His ways, and His plans. 
 
Jesus reveals God to us in three ways: 
• Through His Word (he IS the Word!) and the 

revelation that comes from it as the Holy Spir-
it illuminates and clarifies it to us;  (Psalm 
119:105, I Thess 1:5) 

• Through the indwelling Holy Spirit as our 
Teacher; (John 16:13) and  

• Through the five ministry gifts for equipping 
Jesus' followers. (Eph 4:11 – Pastor, Prophet, 
Teacher Evangelist, & Apostle)  

 
 
 
 
 
 

THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH AS 

GOD'S PROPHETIC VOICE  
Just as the nation of Israel had been chosen as 
God’s prophetic voice to the nations, so the 
church is to be a prophetic voice in the world.  
 
As one of the five ministry gifts (Eph 4:11), proph-
ets today carry the Spirit's insight for interpreting 
the Church's place in the world. They carry God's 
perspective for life within the Church. Paul ex-
horts the Corinthian Elders to pursue prophesy, 
for prophesy exhorts and edifies the Church (I 
Cor 14:4). Further, he exhorts the Church to use 
prophesy as a sign to those who believe. As in 
Paul's day, we should 'be eager to prophesy.' (I Cor 
14:39) 
 
The Bible does not say that the apostles and 
prophets were built upon the church but that the 
church was built upon the apostles and prophets 
(Eph 2:20). This is an important distinction. The 
church does not bestow apostolic and prophetic 
authority upon certain people. It is God who gives 
these gifts, described in Ephesians 4:11. So, the 
church doesn’t authorize a prophet - they merely 
recognize the gift given by God.  
 
As the prophetic ministry continues to emerge in 
Christ's Church today, we see once again Jesus 
Christ, the Father's greatest prophet, speaking, 
exhorting, confronting, and edifying. We must 
learn to recognize the prophetic voice, encourage 
yet challenge it, until we can once again receive 
Jesus' on-going prophetic voice to His Church.  
 
In other words, Jesus called us all to be “salt & 
light” in this world, saying, “What would happen 
if salt loses it’s savor? What would happen if the 
light is hidden?” (Matt 5:13, 14-16) He was warn-
ing us that if we don’t use our “prophetic influ-
ence” in the world, then the world will run more 
and more to darkness.  

Jesus Christ, as Prophet 
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Through the Old Testament prophets, God re-
vealed His nature, His purposes for Israel, and for 
the Gentile nations. Moses pointed to the 'great' 
prophet who was to arise from within Israel. In His 
day, people recognized Jesus as the 'Prophet'.  Jesus' 
prophetic uniqueness lay in the fact that His au-
thority exceeded any of His predecessors. Further, 
He came from the Father's Presence with the high-
est and final revelation of the Father. As God's su-
preme Prophet, Jesus reveals God in His inspired 
Word, by the indwelling Holy Spirit, and through 
His anointed prophets in the Church.  
 
Jesus Christ is the Word of the Living God, forever 

in His presence, forever God. As Eternal Word, 
Jesus expresses the heart of the Father in com-
municating with fallen mankind. Jesus is the Fa-
ther's communication with people . . . He is Word 
and Prophet. And Jesus came to declare to us the 
words that His Father had taught Him while still 
together in Heaven. As the Father's expressed 
Word, or Prophet, Jesus gave to His disciples His 
own prophetic words, teachings, and gifts. When 
the Father poured out the Holy Spirit through Je-
sus Christ, the Church received Jesus' mantle as 
Prophet to the Church and society. As His 
Church, we are called to live as His corporate pro-
phetic voice on earth.  

Conclusion 

THINGS TO DISCOVER  
 
In what sense can preaching (or proclamation) be prophetic today?  
 
 
Can you name any present-day ministers who proclaim in a prophetic way?  
 
 
How do you express a prophetic burden which you feel God gave you?  
 
 
What are the similarities and differences between the 'prophetic community' of 
Israel, and that of the Church?  
 
 
How can the local church move into its prophetic function?  
 
 
How can you, personally, live a lifestyle that has a prophetic influence upon your 
culture? 
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OUR GREAT HIGH PRIEST 



104 

 

Take some time to pray: 
 
Father, I’m so grateful for what you have provid-
ed for me. I ask that You be with me and enlight-
en me as I continue to study and learn more 
about Jesus. Thank You, Lord, for being near. In 
Jesus’s name, Amen 
 
 

OLD COVENANT PRIESTHOOD  
We first find priests representing the Living God 
in the book of Genesis, but there is no explanation 
offered as to how they began or how they func-
tioned. as to their origin or functions. The first 
mention of a priest in the Old Testament was 
when Abraham met Melchizedek  and received his 
blessing.   
 

Genesis 14:18-20   
Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought 
out bread and wine. He was 
______________ of God Most High, 
19  and he blessed Abram, saying, “Blessed 
be Abram by God Most High, Creator of 
heaven and earth. 20  And praise be to God 
Most High, who delivered your enemies 
into your hand.” Then Abram gave him a 
tenth of everything.  

 
At Mount Sinai, God gave His Law to Moses and 
established Israel as His covenant people. Aaron 
and the tribe of Levi were appointed (by God), 
and ordained as priests. This is called the “Levitical 
priesthood.” They were to represent God to the 
people and represent the people to God, a “go-
between.”  Through very specific rituals of grain 
and animal sacrifices, the Lord granted forgiveness 
for sin and access to Himself, but in a limited way. 
He called Israel to be a “kingdom of priests,” a ho-
ly nation, special to him above all other nations.  
 

Exodus 19:5-6   
Now if you _________ me ____________ 
and keep my covenant, then out of all na-
tions you will be my treasured possession. 
Although the whole earth is mine, 6  you 
will be for me a ________________ of 
_______________ and a holy nation.’ . . .”  

 
But all the rituals and sacrifices under the Levitical 
priesthood could not alter the hearts of men. They 
simply were not adequate. Man, in his condition, 
could not fully obey the Lord and keep the cove-
nant. When he established the new covenant, God 
changed both the priesthood and the Law behind 
it.  

Christ—God’s High Priest for Us 
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Christ, the Priest 

The New & Better Covenant 

Old Covenant New Covenant  

Established in blood (the life is in the blood) through 
animal sacrifice as a substitutionary payment of life 
for man’s sin  

Established in the blood of Jesus Christ as the subtitu-
tionary payment of life for man’s sin.  

 

Human priests, standing between God and man,  
offered animals as sacrifices.  

Jesus Christ, our high priest, offered Himself as the sacri-
fice.  

 

Human priests interceded for the people on earth.  Jesus Christ, our high priest, intercedes for us in Heav-
en.  

 

Human priests received their priesthood by inher-
itance. 

Jesus Christ was appointed by God and has an eternal  
& unchangeable priesthood based upon the Father’s 
promise.  

 

Because they were sinful, the human priests first had 
to offer sacrifice for themselves.  

Jesus Christ was one who had no sin, therefore He had 
no need to offer sacrifice for Himself.  

 

These sacrifices were inadequate. They didn’t do the 
job. (Mic 6:6-7, Heb 10:4-7)  

Christ’s sacrifice itself (His own body), being perfect, 
could actually remove the curse of sin in our lives. (Heb 
9:11-14)  

 

These sacrifices were incomplete, they had to be of-
fered over and over again.  

The sacrifice of Christ, perfect, complete & eternal, ren-
dered any further sacrifice unnecessary. (Heb 10:12-14)  

 

God appoints Jesus as High Priest 

In his merciful, timeless wisdom, God the Father 
appointed His Son, Jesus, the High Priest.  
 

Psalm 110:4   
The LORD has sworn and will not change 
his mind: “You are a _______________ 
___________________, in the order of 
Melchizedek.”  

 
Jesus' priestly function enables Him to inaugurate 
a new covenant, based on better, or more effective 
promises.  
 

THE NEW COVENANT 

FOUNDED UPON JESUS CHRIST  

The new covenant, made effective through the life, 
ministry, and death of Jesus of Nazareth, obtained 
for us eternal redemption. The sacrifice does not 
need to be repeated; He offered Himself once and 
bore the sins of the people. Jesus laid down His 

own life and offered His own blood, not that of 
bulls and goats. We, His Church, have been sancti-
fied through the offering of the body of Jesus 
Christ once and for all.  
 

Jeremiah 31:31   
“The days are coming,” declares the 
LORD, “when I will make a new covenant 
with the people of Israel and with the peo-
ple of Judah. 32  It will not be like the cove-
nant I made with their ancestors . . ., 
_________________ they _____________ 
my covenant, . . .” declares the LORD.  

 
Hebrews 9:11-12   
But when Christ came as high priest . . 
. 12  He did not enter by means of the 
blood of goats and calves; but he en-
tered the Most Holy Place once for all 
by his ________ _____________ , 
thus obtaining eternal redemption.  
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We had sinned. We were guilty of breaking God’s 
law. The judgment was death. Jesus took on the 
legal responsibility and penalty for our sin. He 
made one sacrifice for all time, and became the 
sacrifice that satisfied the righteous requirements 
of an all-holy God.  
 
Jesus needed no sacrifice for His own sin ⎯ He 
had no sin. He was innocent. His life, His own 
body and blood became our sacrifice and provided 
the removal of the curse of sin. His sacrifice was 
perfect, complete, and eternal. No other sacrifice 
is, or ever will be, necessary.  From the cross, Jesus 
cried, “It is finished.” (John 19:30) 
 

Jeremiah 31:33   
“This is the covenant I will make with the 
people of Israel after that time,” declares 
the LORD. “I will put my law in their 
minds and write it on their hearts. I will be 
their God, and they will be my people. 
34  No longer will they teach their neigh-
bor, or say to one another, ‘Know the 
LORD,’ because they will all __________ 
_____, from the least of them to the great-
est,” declares the LORD. “For ___ 
_________ __________________ their 
wickedness and will remember their sins 
no more.”  

 
Again, we see the yearning of God that we would 
know Him.  He has formed this new covenant for 
our sake, so we can have  relationship with Him 
again. He promises to change our hearts, to be our 
God. This covenant gives us the opportunity and 
enables us to know Him – anyone, from the great-
est to the least! 
 

JESUS CHRIST, OUR INTERCESSOR  

His intercession while on earth 

Jesus' prayer for Peter helps us understand His in-
tercession for us today. 
 

Luke 22:31-32   
“Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift all 
of you as wheat. 32  But I have __________ 
for you, Simon, that your ____________ 
_______ _______ __________ . And 
when you have turned back, strengthen 
your brothers.” 

 
Jesus interceded for all His disciples in the Garden 
of Gethsemane, where he also interceded for all of 
us who would come to believe in Him later.  
 

John 17:20-21   
“My prayer is _______ for __________ 
alone. I pray also for those who ________ 
______________ in me through their mes-
sage, 21  that all of them may be one, Fa-
ther, just as you are in me and I am in you. 
May they also be in us so that the world 
may believe that you have sent me.  

 
His prayer in the Sermon on the Mount 
(commonly called, “The Lord’s Prayer) also helps 
us understand how He prays and how He wants us 
to pray.  
 

Matthew 6:9-13 
 “This, then, is how you should pray: “ ‘Our 
Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
10  your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. 11  Give us today our 
daily bread. 12  And forgive us our debts, as we 
also have forgiven our debtors. 13  And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from the 
evil one.’  

Jesus Christ, the Sacrifice & Guarantee 
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Christ’s Role, Our Role 

His intercession at the throne 

We, as His Church, can be encouraged by how He 
prayed here on earth, knowing that He continues 
that intercessory role in Heaven as our High Priest. 
Today, the Holy Spirit carries out Jesus' ministry of 
intercession. The indwelling Spirit knows the 
mind of Christ and intercedes for us according to 
the will of God.  
 

Romans 8:26-27   
In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our 
weakness. We do not know what we ought 
to pray for, but the Spirit himself 
_________________________ for us 
through wordless groans. 27  And he who 
searches our hearts knows the mind of the 
Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for 
God’s people in _____________________  
with the __________ of _______ . 

 
Some have described the process of intercession as 
a holy law firm with us as clients. Satan is like the 
prosecuting attorney, who wants nothing more 
than to have us condemned by the righteous judge, 
the Father. Jesus is not only our defense attorney, 
but He has taken our guilt upon Himself and is at 
His Father’s right hand interceding for us. The Ho-
ly Spirit is like our defense attorney here on earth, 
also interceding for us.  
 

OUR ROLE AS PRIESTS  
God calls us, as His children, a 'Royal Priesthood'. 
We represent God to others. Part of our role is to 
pray to God, imploring Him to reveal Himself to 
them and draw them to Himself.  
 

I Peter 2:9-10   
But _______ are a _______________ peo-
ple, a royal ________________________, 
a holy nation, God’s special possession, 
that you may declare the praises of him 
who called you out of darkness into his 
wonderful light. 10  Once you were not a 
people, but now you are the people of 

God; once you had not received mercy, but 
now you have received mercy. 

 
We no longer make sacrifices for sin; Christ's sacri-
fice was enough for all time. But we do have the 
responsibility to represent Jesus Christ before our 
families, friends, neighbors, and colleagues. We 
can plead with God for their sake. We can show 
kindness to them, laying down our lives for them 
as Jesus laid down His life for us. We can be a wit-
ness to them of God’s loving hand in our own 
lives, bringing them hope for their own lives. We 
can be instrumental in leading them to their own 
relationship with God.  What a great and wonder-
ful ministry we have while we live on this earth! 
 
 

CONCLUSION  
The covenant that God established with Abraham, 
Moses, and David was ratified by the blood of ani-
mals. It was symbolic, temporary, and ineffective. 
Christ, our high priest ⎯ different from any other 
priest, established the new covenant by His own 
blood. Called, “the Lamb of God,” His sacrifice 
was the real, eternal and effective means of remov-
ing sin forever. The God-man, Jesus Christ, as me-
diator between God and people, now intercedes 
for us before the throne of God. And the indwell-
ing Holy Spirit also intercedes for us, as well as 
helping us to intercede for others. It is now a large 
part of our role as believers to be “priests” here on 
earth, helping others to come into relationship 
with God along with us.  
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THINGS TO DISCOVER  
 
What is the nature of Jesus' intercession today at the Father's right hand?  
 
 
What qualifies Jesus to be the Mediator and guarantee of the new covenant?  
 
 
What is our participation in the Royal Priesthood?  
 
 
What is the best way to bring people to be friends (reconciled) with God?  
 
 
Do you realize that intercessory prayer was the heart of Jesus’ prayers?  Following 
His example, have you decided to intercede for others in your own prayer life?   
 
 
Paul wrote that we (the church, as believers) have been given the “ministry of rec-
onciliation.” (II Cor 5:18)  This means we have a directive to reach out to put 
things and people back together that Satan has divided or damaged. How does 
this impact your thinking when it comes to being involved in your local communi-
ty, and even the nation and the world?  
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THE GREAT KING 
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Allow yourself to be at peace, entering God’s pres-
ence.  
 
Father, I thank You for making Jesus Christ my 
high priest – that because I have accepted His sac-
rifice, I have been forgiven of my sin and have a 
relationship with You. I am so grateful that I am 
Your child, that I can come to you at any time 
and receive forgiveness, wisdom, and strength. I 
love You Lord, help me to know and love You 
more. In Jesus’s Name, Amen. 
 

GOD’S KINGDOM in the OLD COVE-

NANT  
Almighty God (The Trinity: Father, Son & Holy 
Spirit) has always ruled over the entire kingdom of 
heaven and earth. Before Him, there was nothing 
⎯ He created everything and it is all held together 
by Him.  (Colossians 1:16) 
 
In the Old Covenant, God focused on Moses, the 
elders and the nation of Israel. He established His 
gracious and forgiving covenant, not merely over a 
family and clan (Abraham), but over a nation of 
roughly two million people.  
 
Then God made a covenant with David ⎯ to es-
tablish David’s household and throne as eternal. 
In this covenant we find a heavenly pattern in ad-
dition to the earthly pattern. God’s promises to 
King David went far beyond a human throne and 
dynasty. (II Sam 7:10-17) 
 

II Samuel 7:16   
Your house and your kingdom will endure 
_________________ before me; your 
throne will be established 
_________________.’ ”  

 
Later, Isaiah linked David's throne to a descendant 
of David – the Messiah, or “the one who is to 
come.” He declared that for this “Son,” there 
would be no end to the increase of government 
and peace. And so, God brought forth Jesus, as a 
descendant of David, giving Him David's eternal 
throne and Kingdom.  

Isaiah 9:6-7   
For to us a child is born, to us a _______ is 
given, and the government will be on his 
shoulders. . .  7  Of the greatness of his gov-
ernment and peace there will be no end. 
He will ____________ on 
_________________ _______________ 
and over his kingdom, establishing and 
upholding it with justice and righteousness 
from that time on and forever. The zeal of 
the LORD Almighty will accomplish this.  

 
The prophet Daniel had a vision, foreseeing the 
coming kingdom and its leader. He described one, 
“like a son of man” (Jesus) approaching the 
“Ancient of Days” (God the Father). And so, ap-
proximately 600 years before the birth of Jesus, 
Daniel foretold what was to take place. (Daniel 
7:13-14)  
 
And so, because He humbled Himself and made 
the ultimate sacrifice, Jesus has been given the 
Name that is above every other name. He has be-
come the ruler of the present phase of God's eter-
nal Kingdom. 
 

Philippians 2:5-11   
In your relationships with one another, have 
the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 6  Who, be-
ing in very nature God, did not consider equal-
ity with God something to be used to his own 
advantage; 7  rather, he __________ 
____________________ 
__________________ by taking the very na-
ture of a servant, being made in human like-
ness. 8  And being found in appearance as a 
man, he __________________ 
_________________ by becoming obedient to 
death— even death on a cross! 
9  __________________________ God exalt-
ed him to the highest place and gave him the 
name that is above every name, 10  that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heav-
en and on earth and under the earth, 11  and 
every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  

Christ: God’s King Reigning Over Us 
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The archangel Gabriel declared the manifestation 
of God's eternal Kingdom at the point of Jesus' 
conception. He told Mary that her Son would ful-
fill God's promise to King David.  
 

Luke 1:30-33   
But the angel said to her, “Do not be 
afraid, Mary; you have found favor with 
God. 31  You will conceive and give birth to 
a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32  He 
will be great and will be called the Son of 
the Most High. The Lord God will give 
him the _______________ of his father 
____________, 33  and he will reign over 
Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom 
will never end.”  

 
Then, John the Baptist quite forcefully and public-
ly proclaimed that God's Kingdom was imminent.  
 

Matthew 3:1-2 
In those days John the Baptist came, 
preaching in the wilderness of Judea 2  and 
saying, “Repent, for the 
__________________ of 
_______________ has come 
__________.”  

 
After successfully enduring Satan’s testing, Jesus 
began to proclaim the same message, explaining 
that God's Kingdom was right among them. How-
ever, since all Israel expected only an earthly King-
dom, won by angelic forces, they did not under-
stand Jesus' message.  
 

Matthew 4:17   
From that time on Jesus began to preach, 
“_______________, for the kingdom of 
heaven has come __________.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Luke 17:20 -21 
Once, on being asked by the Pharisees 
when the kingdom of God would come, 
Jesus replied, “The coming of the kingdom 
of God is not something that can be ob-
served, 21  nor will people say, ‘Here it is,’ or 
‘There it is,’ because the 
__________________ of God is _____ 
__________ _____________.”  

 
Jesus proclaimed the kingdom of God as His cen-
tral message. All other teachings and events re-
volved around this kingdom. His preaching, His 
miracles, and parables all focused on the coming of 
God's Kingdom. The church is a community that 
is a result of the Preaching of the Kingdom ⎯ it is 
not the kingdom itself. Whenever we engage in the 
new birth, the work of the Spirit, sanctification 
and healing, we witness that the powers of the fu-
ture Kingdom have arrived. Jesus' Kingdom is 
sourced in heaven, not in the world system; His 
Kingdom is in this world, not of this world.  
 

Colossians 1:13   
For he has rescued us from the dominion 
of ____________________ and brought 
us into the _____________________ of 
the ________ he loves, 

 
John 18:36   
Jesus said, “My kingdom is ________ of 
____________ _______________. . .”  

 
As we come in to the Kingdom of God through 
the new birth, the Father transfers us out from un-
der the world's authority into the Kingdom of His 
beloved Son. The presence of God's Kingdom forc-
es demonic powers to reveal themselves and release 
God's people (Matt 9:32-34, 12:22-28). Yet we 
await with anticipation the return of the King to 
walk into the fullness of everything the Father has 
planned for us as members of His Kingdom.  

God’s Kingdom in the New Covenant 
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The future phase of the Father's Kingdom begins 
when the Son of God returns in power and sub-
jects all creation to Himself.  Neither our personal 
or corporate lives will even come close to perfec-
tion until the coming of the King and the consum-
mation of His Kingdom. Completion, fullness, 
and perfection will become reality; nothing less 
will be tolerated.  
 

Daniel 7:14   
He was given authority, glory and sovereign 
power; all nations and peoples of every lan-
guage worshiped him. His dominion is an 
everlasting dominion that will not pass 
away, and his kingdom is one that will nev-
er be destroyed. 

 

Even death yields to Christ the King. The issue of 
the timing and accompanying events is not in fo-
cus here. No one knows when He will come. We 
only know that He WILL come again. Our 'blessed 
hope' is the 'appearing of the glory of our great 
God and Savior, Christ Jesus.' God asks us to 
'occupy until He comes.' We are to live faithful, 
fruitful lives, by the power of His Spirit, anticipat-
ing the arrival of King Jesus.  
 

Revelation 21:3-4   
And I heard a loud voice from the throne 
saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now 
among the people, and he will dwell with 
them. They will be his people, and God 
himself will be with them and be their 
God. 4  ‘He will wipe every tear from their 
eyes. There will be ______ ____________ 
_______________’ or mourning or crying 
or pain, for the old order of things has 
passed away.” 

 

Hallelujah! For the Lord our God, 
the Almighty, reigns! 

 
 
 
 
 

KING JESUS, SUPREME RULER 

OVER GOD'S KINGDOM  
The Scriptures show four aspects of Jesus' receiving 
all authority and power. The Father  
• raised Him from the dead,  
• seated Him at His own right hand,  
• put all things in subjection under His feet, and  
• placed Him as the Head of the Church over all 

things.  
 
Paul adds that the Father gave Him the name that 
is above every name. And to that name every creat-
ed thing will bow in heaven and earth. Upon His 
Resurrection, Jesus states that the Father has given 
Him all authority and power in heaven and on 
earth. Jesus Christ is truly Lord today.  
 

Romans 14:11   
It is written: “ ‘As surely as I live,’ says the 
Lord, ‘every knee will bow before me; 
____________ _______________ will 
_________________________God.’ ”  

 
Philippians 2:9-10   
Therefore God exalted him to the high-
est place and gave him the name that is 
above every name, 10  that at the name 
of Jesus _____________ ___________ 
should _________, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth,  

God’s Kingdom in the Future 
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Christ is our prophet, priest, and king above all 
others. In a lesser and derived sense, we are proph-
ets, priests, and kings as well.  
 
• As prophets, we speak for God in the world. 

(Acts 2:16-18) 
 
• As priests, we don’t exercise the Old Testa-

ment role of the priest, which is no longer nec-
essary. Instead 
− We all have access to God because of 

Christ’s sacrifice (Heb 10:19-20) 
− We all offer ourselves as living sacrifices 

(Rom 12:1) in response to Christ’s sacri-
fice, and 

− We are to intercede for each other and for 
the world. 

 
• As kings, we are to reign in life and in the life 

to come, with Him. (Rom 5:17, Rev 5:10) 
− Our kingship must be expressed, not in 

privilege, but in responsibility ⎯ bringing 
every area of our lives under the discipline 
of the Word of God by the power of the 
Spirit (I Pet 2:9-17). 

CONCLUSION  
After His resurrection, the Father seated Jesus 
Christ at His right hand and placed all things un-
der His feet. Jesus now governs the Church, the 
earth, and all matters in both spheres. He rules 
over the Father's Kingdom, both believer and non-
believer, in heaven and on earth. The Father grant-
ed Jesus this rulership as a result of His faithful-
ness in life and death.  
 
God used David's throne and dynasty to establish 
the pattern for His eternal and righteous domin-
ion. Jesus fulfilled this pattern and established His 
Kingdom in earth in a limited way. The Church 
continues to express and extend Christ's Kingdom 
on earth. He will return one day to complete all 
that is lacking. Until then, we reign with Him 
through our placement within His church on 
earth.  

Christ, the Example for the Church 
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THINGS TO DISCOVER  
 
If Christ has been given all authority and reigns even now, how do we explain all 
the tragedy, suffering and injustice that is still in the world? (Answer: It is the re-
sult of man’s free will ⎯ our freedom to choose.) 
 
 
If Christ reigns in Heaven now, how can we reign with Him now?  
 
 
What are the practical limitations? Just how does God's active ruling (Kingdom)  
touch our lives at home and work?  
 
 
Just how does God's active ruling today impact Satan's dominion?  In other words, 
how does the Kingdom of God confront the kingdom of Satan in our lives every 
day? How do you, personally, collaborate with this confrontation? 
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HE KNOWS OUR NEEDS 
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Take a moment. Quiet your soul. Remember 
where you came from and what has been given to 
you. Offer this time to the Lord. 
 
King Jesus, I thank You that You are not far 
away, but You are near to each of us all the time. 
I thank You for the price you paid for me so that 
I could be made right with the Father and walk 
in Your ways.  Holy Spirit, bring light to my 
mind and help me to understand and appreciate 
more fully so that I can respond with gratitude 
and praise. In Jesus’s Name, Amen. 
 
We covered the story of Adam & Eve and their fall 
from grace in Lesson 8. In this lesson, we’re going 
to revisit that story. We want to discuss the subject 
of sin from God’s point of view. We also want to 
address the radical nature of sin and the terrible 
effect it has on our lives.  
 
When Adam and Eve sinned, rebelling against His 
ways and choosing their own, God introduced 
judgment into the human race. Willfulness and 
selfishness passed from Adam to all subsequent  
generations, resulting in physical death. Jesus 
came, took our human form, and endured our pa-
thetic condition without sinning himself. 
  

SIN IS UNIVERSAL  
Our inheritance of the tainted nature of Adam’s 
race brings to all humans the nearly irresistible ten-
dency to ignore God's purposes and ways. None of 
us has escaped it. The Bible says we all have sinned 
– yes, all! Many find this difficult to accept. No 
one likes to think of themselves as a sinner, but 
we must face the truth. We cannot deal with it if 
we do not face it. Scripture also says that the truth 
will set us free – because once we see it, we can 
make better decisions as to what to do about it. 
 

Psalm 14:3   
_________ have turned away, _________ 
have become _____________________; 
there is no one who does good, _________ 
____________ _________.  

 

Romans 3:23   
. . . for _________ have 
__________________ and fall short of the 
glory of God, 

 
Sin is an all-pervasive spiritual infection that is 
passed from generation to generation without skip-
ping a beat. There are no exceptions. We are con-
ceived in it, born in it, and live in it every day of 
our lives.  
 

Psalm 51:5   
Surely I was _______________   at 
_____________, sinful from the time my 
mother _________________________ 
me.  
 

Yes, even our sweet, innocent babies have that 
sinful nature. They are born with it. Parents 
may find this concept ridiculous — after all, 
babies aren’t capable of doing much! But have 
you ever noticed that as a child grows, they 
don’t need to be taught to lie or disobey? They 
just naturally begin to do those things. Where 
does that come from? It comes from the sinful 
nature they were born with! 
 

Psalm 58:3   
Even from ______________ the wicked go 
astray; ____________ the ____________ 
they are wayward, spreading lies.  

 
This basic “sin-principle” in our lives is the root 
cause of all our individual sins.  
 

Romans 6:6   
For we know that our old self was cruci-
fied with him so that the body 
_______________ by _________ 
might be done away with, that we 
should no longer be slaves to sin. 
 

So — there is hope! We do not have to be 
“slaves” to sin! 

Our Need for Salvation 



117 

 

The Core of Sin is Unbelief 
The core of sin is rebellion, pride, and unbelief. 
We, like Adam and Eve, choose to believe the liar, 
Satan, rather than God. For we really want to be-
come like God. The New Age movement and 
many religious cults build themselves around the 
false belief that men (and women) can become 
gods.  
 

Romans 11:20   
. . .  they were broken off _________ of 
____________________, and you stand 
by faith. Do not be arrogant, but tremble. 

 
Hebrews 3:12   
See to it, brothers and sisters, that none of 
you has a __________________, 
_____________________________ heart 
that turns away from the living God. 

 

GOD'S VIEW OF SIN  
The modern, politically-correct view of sin is to 
trivialize; to dismiss it as an old-fashioned and 
primitive mindset, out of date with the scientific 
mind. The person, untouched by God, sees sin as a 
mistake, a slip-up, an error in judgment or simple 
misbehavior. In sharp contrast, God views sin as 
rebellion against Himself ⎯ the fundamental sin 
of Satan and his angelic forces. God plainly ex-
pressed His view of sin while maintaining the wit-
ness about Himself in creation, conscience, and 
providence. He has mercifully overlooked man-
kind’s times of ignorance and asked them to re-
pent.  
 

Romans 1:18   
The wrath of God is being revealed from 
heaven ___________ all the 
____________________ and wickedness 
of people, who suppress the truth by their 
wickedness,  

 
Proverbs 1:22   
“How long will you who are simple love 
your simple ways? _______ __________ 

will mockers delight in mockery and fools 
hate knowledge? 23  _______________ at 
my rebuke! ________ I will pour out my 
thoughts to you, I will make known to you 
my teachings.  

 
The clearest expression of God's view of sin lies in 
the price He paid for providing the remedy ⎯He 
sent His own Son to pay the cost for removing sin. 
In other words, if sin is not a desperate issue, then 
why did Jesus need to come and go to the cross?  
 

John 3:16   
For God so _________ the world that he 
________ his one and only Son, that who-
ever believes in him shall not perish but 
have eternal life. 

 

SIN = ALIENATION FROM GOD 
The Bible characterizes sin, not only as actions that 
offend God, but more exactly as a state of com-
plete alienation from God. The old nature in peo-
ple does not submit to the Law of God, it is not 
able to do so. We have become prisoners to the 
law of sin, which results in death.  
 
The humanistic view of mankind completely miss-
es God's perspective. A simple view of history, re-
vealing man’s ‘inhumanity to man’ dispels the be-
lief that man is basically good.  Any ‘spark of good-
ness’ in man has turned out to be a conflagration 
of willfulness and disregard for one another. The 
more clearly we see our 'total depravity', our total 
inability to walk in God's ways, the more thankful 
we become for God's full provision in Jesus Christ.  
 

Isaiah 59:2   
But your iniquities have ______________ 
you from your God . . .  

 
Romans 7:18   
For I know that __________ itself does 
______ ___________ in me, that is, in 
my sinful nature. For I have the desire 
to do what is good, but I cannot carry it 
out. 

God’s Viewpoint 
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Throughout the generations since Adam, sin’s ef-
fect in peoples' lives has spread unavoidably into 
all features of our nature and personality. The 
knowledge of God grows increasingly dim. God's 
standards become less relevant. Now we are caught 
in a bondage that compels us to live only according 
to own desires and purposes. Impurity and lawless-
ness grow individually and culturally. The willful 
lifestyle practiced by parents passes on to the third 
and fourth generation of their offspring. Sin be-
comes culturally acceptable ⎯ the cultural norm.  
 

James 1:14   
. . . each person is tempted when they are 
dragged away by _____________ 
________ evil _______________ and en-
ticed. 15  Then, after desire has conceived, 
it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-
grown, gives birth to death. 

 
This ‘law of sin and death’ produces guilt, aliena-
tion, and deep resentment in relationships – fami-
lies, friendships, and even entire societies. The sep-
aration between people and God grows inevitably 
wider, producing physical death and eternal separa-
tion from God.  God laments (grieves, mourns) 
over this separation. Can you sense the heart of 
God – the sorrow He endures because of our mis-
judgment and rejection of Him, when He loves us 
so much and longs to have relationship with us? 
 

Romans 3:10   
As it is written: “There is no one righteous, 
________ __________ ________; 11  there 
is no one who understands; there is _____ 
________ who ______________ God. 
12  All have turned away, they have together 
become worthless; there is no one who 
does good, not even one.” 13  “Their 
throats are open graves; their tongues prac-
tice deceit.” “The poison of vipers is on 
their lips.” 14  “Their mouths are full of 
cursing and bitterness.” 15  “Their feet are 
swift to shed blood; 16  ruin and misery 
mark their ways, 17  and the way of peace 

they do not know.” 18  “There is no fear of 
God before their eyes.”  

 
Romans 6:23   
For the _____________ of sin is death, 
but the ____________ of God is eternal 
life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 
Notice the word “wages.” We truly earn for our-
selves our own misery and death. It has been so 
bad, that God once even destroyed the earth by 
flood. (Gen 6:1-8)   
 

Genesis 6:12   
God saw how _________________ the 
earth had become, for all the people on 
earth had corrupted their ways. 

 
God knew we needed a Savior, and so He sent His 
Son. And His Son was willing to go. 
 

JESUS CAME!  
Jesus came to earth and took on the form and na-
ture of humanity. His virgin birth kept Him from 
inheriting Adam's sinful nature. Satan tested Him 
from the days of the wilderness until the Garden 
of Gethemane. Jesus entered the human condi-
tion, yet without Adam's fallen nature. Jesus came 
and walked in our pathway, facing our tempta-
tions, and experiencing our relationships. He lived 
in joyful obedience to His Father by the power of 
the Spirit. He brought the Law of the Spirit of Life 
and finally provided the release from the law of sin 
and death.  
 
 

Sin’s Effect On Our Lives 
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CONCLUSION  
The sin of Adam and Eve contaminated them and 
spread upon all their descendants, including our 
own generation. We easily and willingly follow our 
own pathway instead of God's. Sin is not just a se-
ries of rebellious acts or events. Rather, sin takes 
over our nature and entices our natural activities 
in a direction away from God. Without God's con-
sistent intervention in lives, families, societies, and  

 
nations, we would have become all that sin could 
become. The effect of sin in our lives brings us fi-
nally to the grave. Jesus of Nazareth came to live 
among us, to know our situation and needs. He 
walked by the power of the Holy Spirit, without 
the taint of Adam's nature. He endured the testing 
and the suffering and fulfilled the Father's purpos-
es in our behalf. By this act, we truly know what 
love is.  

Conclusion 

THINGS TO DISCOVER  
 
Why do people (including Christians) tend to take a light view of sin? 
 
 
In what ways do people attempt to ignore or get rid of their guilt? 
 
 
How has sin affected your fellowship with God?  
 
 
What kinds of wicked things does our culture take lightly? 
 
 
What forms of daily activity can you label as sin? 
 
 
How do we lovingly confront sin without a condemning attitude toward ourselves 
and others? 
 
 
Have you seen your own need for a Savior?  Have you accepted and embraced 
God’s way? 
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HIS ATONING DEATH 
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Before you start this lesson, take some time to 
pray. 
 
“Father, I’ve looked at sin. I’ve seen it in myself.  
Help me now to grasp what You have done for 
me by sending Your Son – and what He has done 
to make it possible for me to be reconciled to 
You. Thank you, Lord, for your great mercy and 
grace. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.” 
 
 
When Jesus announced to His followers that He 
was on His way to Jerusalem to die (Matthew 
16:21), they could not comprehend or even begin 
to grasp the intention or the necessity of it.  Later 
on, after the Resurrection and the coming of the 
Holy Spirit, they began to understand what He 
had been trying to tell them. So often we fail to 
comprehend similar things. So in this chapter, we 
want to look at the vitally important significance of 
the atoning death of Christ on the cross, and how 
it affects our lives.  
 

THE IMPORTANCE OF CHRIST'S 

DEATH  
God had warned Adam and Eve that they would 
die if they ate of the forbidden fruit. Therefore, 
when they ate of it, death entered their realm.  
 

Genesis 2:17   
“. . . but you must not eat from the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil, for when 
you eat from it you will certainly die.”  

 
Romans 6:23 
For the _____________ of sin is 
______________ . . .  

 
Ever since Adam and Eve fell into sin in the Gar-
den of Eden, God grieved over the separation that 
had been caused between mankind and Himself.  
The entire Old Testament sacrificial system shows 
the motivation of the heart of God and His in-
volvement in making it possible for mankind to 
approach Him again. Through Moses, He estab-

lished certain rituals and sacrifices through which 
He could forgive sin and re-establish relationship 
with Him.  
 

Leviticus 17:11   
For the __________ of a creature is in the 
_____________, and I have given it to you 
to make atonement for yourselves on the 
altar; it is the ____________ that makes 
_______________________ for one’s life. 

 
Hebrews 9:22  
. . . without the ___________________ of 
_____________ there is no forgiveness.  

 
So, we see that blood has to be shed – death must 
take place to pay (atone) for sin. However, under 
the Mosaic Law, the sacrifice of animals was only a 
temporary solution.  Continual sacrifice was neces-
sary because sin continued. These sacrifices cov-
ered, or atoned for sin, but they could not com-
pletely remove it.  
 
Two important factors influenced the Old 

Testament sacrificial system. 

• Man must not despise God, committing sin in 
pride and arrogance, and expect a sacrifice to 
compensate for it.  

• God provided the sacrificial system for those 
who would approach him in faith and repent-
ance, not with arrogance and defiance.  

 
Again and again, Old Testament prophets chal-
lenged the Israelites, warning them about their un-
belief and spiritual blindness. They also promoted 
the message that God had promised to provide 
One who would take upon Himself the punish-
ment deserved by sinners. Moses foresaw that God 
would raise up a 'prophet like me from among 
you . . . you shall listen to Him.' and warned them 
that those who do not listen to that prophet will 
be utterly destroyed from among the people (Deut 
18:15-16). Yes, God provided a sacrificial system, 
but there is no Law that can impart life. So God 
provided a 'better way' in Jesus Christ.  

Jesus Christ Personally Pays for Our Sins 
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The Death of Christ 

 
• Was foretold in the Old Testament. (Isa 53:5, Ps 

22:1, Ps 41:9) 

• Is historically recorded in the Gospels, and 
many other references. 

• Is the main purpose for Jesus’ incarnation 
(birth and life as a man). 

• Is the fundamental theme of the Gospel (I Cor 

15:1-5).  The death of Christ for man’s sin is truly 
“good news!” It means that man does not need 
to die for his sin. 

• Is essential to Christianity. (1 Cor 1:18, I Cor 2:2, Gal 
6:14) 

• It is essential to our salvation. (John 3:14, John 12:24, 
Acts 17:3) 

 
Jesus Christ, God Himself, was the only 

one who was QUALIFIED to pay for our 

sin.  

 
 

Because Jesus was first conceived by the Holy Spirit 
and born through a virgin, He did not inherit 
man’s sinful nature passed down from Adam. His 
carried a clean human nature, but it hadn’t been 
tested.. Then, in the wilderness, Satan’s tempta-
tions challenged Jesus to go His own way instead 
of to continue in obedience to His Father. Even 
from His own family, Jesus endured skepticism 
and rejection. He was tempted in every way, just 
like we are, but Jesus continued to choose His Fa-
ther’s path. This kind of temptation was with Jesus 
all the days of his earthly life.  
 

Hebrews 4:15 
For we do not have a high priest who is 
_______________ to ________________ 
with our weaknesses, but we have one who 
has been tempted in every way, just as we 
are—yet he did not sin.   

 
Christianity without the cross isn’t Christianity at 
all – because without the cross, there is no power 
to change people’s lives, and no power to influence 
societies.  

The Cross 
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Scripture shows us that Christ did not die for His 
own sins. He was sinless. He offered Himself as a 
substitute for us – the sinless One for the sinner. 
He took our place as a sacrifice for sin. That is why 
He is called, “The Lamb of God” and “The Passo-
ver Lamb.”  
 

Romans 5:7-8 
Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous 
person, though for a good person someone 
might possibly dare to die. 8  But God 
demonstrates his own love for us in this: 
__________ we were still _____________, 
Christ died for us. 

 
1 Corinthians 5:7   
. . . For Christ, our __________________ 
__________, has been sacrificed. 

 
Christ's death satisfied the justice and holiness of 
God. Because we all have sinned, we all deserve 
death.  Jesus fulfilled all that God's Law and holi-
ness required.  
 
The Hebrew word kaphar is translated as 
“atonement.”  It means “to cover over” so as not to 
be seen.  
 
So, through Jesus’ death on the cross, He made 
atonement for our sin. He has, in a sense, washed 
our hearts in His own blood. Since our sin has 
been removed, then God's justice has been satis-
fied. Christ's death opens the way for our reconcili-
ation with God.  
 

Matthew 20:28   
. . . the Son of Man did not come to be 
served, but to serve, and to give his life as a 
_______________ for many.” 

 
Scripture also describes Jesus' death as a ransom 
for sinners. It’s as if we had been kidnapped and 
held for ransom by an enemy (Satan). Jesus’ life 
was the ransom to pay for our release.  Because of 
this, we have been set free from the power of sin 
and the power of the enemy. He no longer has any 

hold upon us and we no longer have to be under 
his control or dominion. We are no longer captive! 
 
Finally, Christ's death ratifies the new covenant, 
making it effective. We stand washed and forgiven 
before God. Jesus died to bring His people into 
this new covenant relationship with God. This is 
the only reason we can know God. If Jesus had not 
died, we would not be able to have a relationship 
with God.  
 

Jeremiah 31:31-34   
“The days are coming,” declares the LORD, 
“when I will make a new covenant with the 
people of Israel and with the people of Judah. 
32 It will not be like the covenant I made with 
their ancestors when I took them by the hand 
to lead them out of Egypt, because they broke 
my covenant, though I was a husband to 
them,” declares the LORD. 33 “This is the cove-
nant I will make with the people of Israel after 
that time,” declares the LORD. “I will put my 
law in their minds and write it on their hearts. 
I will be their God, and they will be my people. 
34 No longer will they teach their neighbor, or 
say to one another, ‘__________the LORD,’ 
because they will all ___________ me, from 
the least of them to the greatest,” declares the 
LORD. “For I will forgive their wickedness and 
will remember their sins no more.”  
 

WRAPPING IT ALL UP 
• The Death of Jesus Christ on the cross provid-

ed a substitute so that people do not have to 
die eternally for their sin.  

• Jesus satisfied the justice and holiness of God, 
forever fulfilling all that God requires in Law.  

• Christ's atonement paid the ransom, redeemed 
us from the law of sin and death, and restored 
us to fellowship with God.  

• The atonement makes possible the establish-
ment of the new covenant.  

• Atonement has been defined as 'At-one-ment' 
⎯ we who were separated from God are now 
rejoined to Him through the blood of Jesus 
Christ. That is Good News!  

The True Meaning of Christ’s Death 
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THINGS TO DISCOVER  
 
What were some of the Old Testament requirements for atonement? Why was it 
necessary to make blood sacrifices?  
 
 
How did these Old Testament sacrifices represent what Christ would come to pro-
vide?  
 
 
Do you, personally, see why the death of Christ is so important?  
 
 
Do you, personally,  see why we should not take our relationship with God lightly? 
 
 
Do you see how horrible it is to disdain or rebel against what God has sacrificed 
for our sake? 
 
 
How can we lovingly communicate to people the terrible consequences of their 
sin?  
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HIS RESURRECTION 
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As you begin this lesson about the resurrection of 
Jesus, take some time to pray. 
 
“Father God, I’m amazed again at the price you 
paid to set me free. Thank You for loving me so 
much. Now, as I continue to explore what You 
have done, open my eyes, mind and heart to 
know You better. In Jesus’ Name I pray, Amen.” 
 
 
The Resurrection of Jesus Christ is the most im-
portant doctrine of the Bible. If Jesus did not raise 
from the dead, then death has not been con-
quered. If Jesus did not raise from the dead, the 
authenticity of the Christian faith is called into 
question. If Jesus did not raise from the dead, the 
events and prophecies of the Old Testament lose 
their focus. If Jesus did not raise from the dead, 
The New Testament loses its validity, Jesus be-
comes just another good man, a good preacher. 
 

THE IMPORTANCE OF CHRIST’S 

RESURRECTION 

 
The resurrection is the most fundamental 
doctrine of Christianity.  
 
Paul said that everything we believe stands or falls 
with the truth of this doctrine. 
 

I Corinthians 15:12-19 
But if it is preached that Christ has been 
raised from the dead, how can some of you 
say that there is no resurrection of the 
dead? 13 If there is no resurrection of the 
dead, then not even Christ has been raised. 
14 And if Christ has not been raised, our 
preaching is useless and so is your faith. 15 
More than that, we are then found to be 
false witnesses about God, for we have testi-
fied about God that he raised Christ from 
the dead. But he did not raise him if in fact 
the dead are not raised. 16 For if the dead 
are not raised, then Christ has not been 
raised either. 17 And _____ Christ has 

_______ been _______________, your 
____________ is _______________; you 
are still in your sins. 18 Then those also 
who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. 19 
If only for this life we have hope in Christ, 
we are of all people most to be pitied.  

 
The central message of the apostles was the resur-
rection of Jesus Christ. This face makes Christiani-
ty unique among all other world religions.  
 
The resurrection is important in the ap-

plication of salvation. 

 
It makes Jesus Christ the head over all things to 
the church. 
 

Ephesians 1:20-22 
. . . he exerted when he raised Christ from 
the dead and seated him at his right hand 
in the heavenly realms, 21 far above all rule 
and authority, power and dominion, and 
every name that is invoked, not only in the 
present age but also in the one to come. 22 
And God placed all things under his feet 
and appointed him to be __________ over 
everything for the _______________, It is 
important as a demonstration of divine 
power. 

 
Christ's Resurrection is an exhibition of divine 
power even more important than the saving power 
God demonstrated in the deliverance of the He-
brews from Egypt. This power that raised Christ 
from the dead is the same power that raised Laza-
rus and others from the dead. It is the same power 
that accomplished all the miracles in the Old and 
New Testaments, and it is available for Christians 
today.  
 

The Resurrection of Christ 
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It was an authentic resurrection.  

Jesus did not just faint and then regain conscious-
ness from the cool air of the tomb! The Centurion 
and Roman soldiers had declared Him dead. They 
tested the fact of his death by piercing his side with 
a sword, and they witnessed the blood and water 
that poured from the body (John 19:33-35).  
 

Mark 15:44-45  
Pilate was surprised to hear that he was al-
ready dead. Summoning the centurion, he 
asked him if _____________ had already 
__________. 45 When he learned from the 
______________________ that it was so, 
he gave the body to Joseph. 

 
John 19:33  
But when they came to Jesus and found 
that he was __________________ 
___________, they did not break his legs. 

 
When his disciples saw Him alive, they were seri-
ously astounded.  
 

Luke 24:34-37  
. . . and saying, “It is true! The __________ 
has _____________ and has appeared to 
Simon.” 35 Then the two told what had 
happened on the way, and how Jesus was 
recognized by them when he broke the 
bread. 36 While they were still talking about 
this, Jesus himself stood among them and 
said to them, “Peace be with you.” 37 They 
were ______________________ and 
frightened, thinking they saw a ghost.  

 
 
It was a bodily Resurrection.  

Now, we can understand why the resurrection is 
hard to believe. Resurrections don’t happen very 
often, do they? Some tried to say that after His 
death, Jesus “appeared” to be in the flesh, but it 
was just an appearance of His “spirit.” The fact is, 
there is a lot of evidence ⎯ proofs that He rose 
bodily.  
 

For example, He ate food with the disciples. 
Thomas, skeptical the whole time, was invited to 
put his fingers into the nail scars in Jesus’ hands.  
 

Luke 24:38-43  
He said to them, “Why are you troubled, 
and why do doubts rise in your minds? 39 
Look at my hands and my feet. It is I my-
self! ____________ me and see; a ghost 
does not have flesh and bones, as you see I 
have.” 40 When he had said this, he showed 
them his hands and feet. 41 And while they 
still did not believe it because of joy and 
amazement, he asked them, “Do you have 
anything here to eat?” 42 They gave him a 
piece of broiled fish, 43 and he took it and 
________ it in their presence.  

 
Many Scriptures would make no sense if Christ 
did not rise bodily.  
 

1 Corinthians 15:20  
But Christ has indeed been raised from the 
dead, the firstfruits of those who have fall-
en asleep. 

 
Romans 6:9 
Hebrews 11:9 
Revelation 1:5 

 

The Reality of Christ’s Resurrection 
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All other resurrections were temporary. Those peo-
ple all died again at some point. Jesus did not die 
again, but ascended in view of many witnesses.  
 

John 20:17  
Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I 
have not yet ascended to the Father. Go 
instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am 
_______________________ to my Father 
and your Father, to my God and your 
God.’ ”  

 
Mark 16:19  
After the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, 
he was _____________ _____ into heaven 
and he sat at the right hand of God. 

 
Acts 1:9  
After he said this, he was _____________ 
_____ before their very eyes, and a cloud 
hid him from their sight.  

 
1 Timothy 3:16  
Beyond all question, the mystery from 
which true godliness springs is great: He 
appeared in the _____________, was vin-
dicated by the Spirit, was seen by angels, 
was preached among the nations, was be-
lieved on in the world, was 
_____________ _____ in glory. 

 
There were specific, recognizable features to 
Christ’s resurrected body. It was a real body, not a 
spirit. It was recognized as the same body, not an-
other.  
 

Matthew 28:8-9  
So the women hurried away from the 
tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to 
tell his disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met 
them. “Greetings,” he said. They came to 
him, __________________ his 
__________ and worshiped him. 

 

The marks of His crucifixion helped to identify 
Him. The same people who saw Him die on the 
cross also saw Him after his resurrection.  
 

John 20:27-28  
Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger 
here; see my ____________. Reach out 
your hand and put it into my __________. 
Stop doubting and believe.” 28 Thomas said 
to him, “My Lord and my God!”  
 

These same marks will be visible when He re-
turns. 
 

Revelation 1:7 
 “Look, he is coming with the clouds,” and 
“_____________ _______ will see him, 
even those who _________________ 
him”; and all peoples on earth “will mourn 
because of him.” So shall it be! Amen.  

 
It is said that Christ’s resurrected body was a 
“glorified” body. He was not limited by time or 
space. He appeared in rooms where doors were 
closed. He also appeared in various places which 
were widely separated by distance in short periods 
of time. No other resurrected individuals had any 
such abilities, and as we said before, they died 
again in the course of time.  

A “Unique” Resurrection 
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Christ's Resurrection attests to His Deity.  

Christ was declared to be the Son of God with 
power by the Resurrection from the dead. Christ 
Himself said that the Resurrection was the sign 
that would be given to the people of Israel.  
 

Romans 1:4  
. . . and who through the Spirit of holiness 
was appointed the Son of God in power by 
his ___________________________ from 
the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
Matthew 12:38-40 
Then some of the Pharisees and teachers of 
the law said to him, “Teacher, we want to 
see a sign from you.” 39 He answered, “A 
wicked and adulterous generation asks for 
a sign! But none will be given it except the 
sign of the prophet Jonah. 40 For as Jonah 
was three days and three nights in the belly 
of a huge fish, so the Son of Man will be 
____________ __________ and 
_____________ _______________ in the 
heart of the earth.  

 
Christ’s resurrection assures us that He 

accomplished everything He had come 

to do. 

He died for our sins, and was raised up for our jus-
tification.  
 

Romans 4:24-25 
. . . for us who believe in him who raised 
Jesus our Lord from the dead. 25 He was 
delivered over to death for our sins and 
was _______________ to __________ for 
our justification. 

 
Christ’s resurrection made Him our High 

Priest. 

 
Through the Resurrection, He became our Inter-
cessor and Protector.  
 

Ephesians 1:19-22  
. . . and his incomparably great power for 
us who believe. That power is the same as 
the mighty strength 20 he exerted when he 
raised Christ from the dead and seated him 
at his right hand in the heavenly realms, 21 
far above all rule and authority, power and 
dominion, and every name that is invoked, 
not only in the present age but also in the 
one to come. 22 And God placed all things 
under his feet and appointed him to be 
__________ over ___________________ 
for the _______________, 

 
Christ’s resurrection provided additional 

blessings: 

For those who believe, it provides personal salva-
tion. 
 

Romans 10:9-10  
_____ you declare with your mouth, “Jesus 
is Lord,” and _________________ in your 
heart that God raised him from the dead, 
you will be saved. 10 For it is with your 
heart that you believe and are justified, and 
it is with your mouth that you 
_________________ your faith and are 
saved. 

 
We believers can be assured that our God is all 
powerful and help from Him is amply available.  
 

Ephesians 1:18-20  
I pray that the eyes of your heart may be 
enlightened in order that you may know . . 
. 19 and his incomparably _____________ 
_____________ for us who believe. That 
power is the same as the mighty strength 20 
he exerted when he raised Christ from the 
dead . . . 

 
Because Christ was raised from the dead, we can 
be assured that we will be raised also. The condi-
tion of Christ’s body after His resurrection also 
gives us clues as to what our resurrected bodies will 
be like. 

Results of Christ’s Resurrection 
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Christ’s resurrection guarantees us that there will 
be a judgment of the godly and the ungodly = no 
matter how others may want to dispute it. He has 
been victorious over death – proving that He has 
authority over it, and authority to judge the right-
eous and the unrighteous. 
 

Acts 17:31  
For he has set a day when he will judge 
the world with justice by the man he 
has appointed. He has given proof of 
this to everyone by raising him from 
the dead.”  

Conclusion 

THINGS TO DISCOVER  
 
What are the implications of the fact that the Holy Spirit is the power that raised 
Christ from the dead?  
 
 
What can that same power do in and through us?  
 
 
What did that same power do in and through those early disciples who spread out 
all over the empire, motivated and empowered by the Truth that 'Jesus Christ is 
risen from the dead?'  
 
 
Is it as important now in our Christian lives to re-examine the power of the Resur-
rection as it was when we were seeking salvation?  
 
 
What proof of the Resurrection is evident in your own life right now?  
 
 
How can you avail yourself of this power in your life and ministry today? ⎯ espe-
cially in terms of being a witness for Christ? 
 

Acts 1:8  
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will 
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of 
the earth.”  



133 

 

HIS EXALTATION 
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Take some time to quiet yourself before the Lord, 
allowing Him to prepare your mind and heart as 
you continue to learn more of Him. 
 
“Father, I stand in awe of You, and Your glory 
and power. You have done wonderful things. I 
ask You to do wonderful things in me ⎯ teach 
me, mold me, use me. Allow me to be a witness 
to others of your goodness and greatness. I love 
You, Lord. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.” 
 
 
The exaltation of Christ 
proves all His claims 
about Himself ⎯ espe-
cially those statements 
about His identification 
with God. His resurrec-
tion, Ascension and Ses-
sion (seating at the right 
hand of God the Father) 
place ‘one of us’ on the 
throne of Heaven. Having been given all authority 
in Heaven and on earth, Christ constantly inter-
cedes for us at the throne of God. From there, he 
pours out the Holy Spirit on His Church to enable 
it to minister as a body in the same way HE minis-
tered in the flesh. He not only oversees the 
Church, but he exercises authority over unbeliev-
ers. Every knee will bow and every tongue will con-
fess that Jesus Christ is the Lord. Finally He will 
come in His glory to judge the living and the dead 
and to set up His everlasting Kingdom. 
  

CHRIST’S RESURRECTION FROM 

THE DEAD  
We learned about Christ’s resurrection in the pre-
vious lesson; but it is also important for learning 
about His ascension. Why? Because the resurrec-
tion is the transition point between Christ’s humil-
iation and His exaltation. It is the link between the 
cross and the crown! 
  
 
 

CHRIST’S ASCENSION INTO HEAVEN  

Points about the ascension of Christ: 

 
• Heaven refers to a place, not just a spiritual 

state. Just because God is pure Spirit does not 
mean that heaven is just a state of being. The 
apostle Paul indicated three “heavens:”  
− the visible heavens or earth's atmosphere,  
− physical heavens beyond our planets and 

constellations,  
− and the dwelling of God. ⎯all of which 

are places.   
 

John 14:2-3  
My Father’s house has many rooms; if that 
were not so, would I have told you that I 
am going there to ________________ a 
____________ for you? 3 And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come back 
and take you to ____ ___________ ____ 
that you also may be where I am. 

 
• We do not know all that Christ is doing in 

heaven, but we are sure He is preparing a place 
for us, and that tells us of His present interest 
and activity on our behalf.  

 
• The great wonder of the Ascension is that glo-

rified flesh now sits on the throne in heaven. 
Dust of earth is now in majesty on high.  

 
John 1:14  
The __________ became _____________ 
and made his dwelling among us. We have 
seen his glory, the glory of the one and on-
ly Son, who came from the Father, full of 
grace and truth.  

 
1 Timothy 3:16  
. . .  the mystery from which true godli-
ness springs is great: He appeared in 
the flesh, was vindicated by the Spirit, 
was seen by angels, was preached 
among the nations, was believed on in 
the world, was _________ _____ in 
____________. 

The Exaltation of Christ 
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When we refer to the “session” of Christ – we 
mean that he is “seated” at the right hand of the 
Father. (session = seated)  
 

Hebrews 1:3 
The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and 
the exact representation of his being, sus-
taining all things by his powerful word. Af-
ter he had provided purification for sins, 
he _______ __________ at the right hand 
of the Majesty in heaven. 

 
Christ completely fulfilled the Father's will in the 
work of redemption, and is now seated at the right 
hand of the Father reigning over the Church and 
the universe, and interceding on our behalf.  
 

Acts 2:33-36  
Exalted to the right hand of God, he has 
received from the Father the promised Ho-
ly Spirit and has poured out what you now 
see and hear. 34 For David did not ascend 
to heaven, and yet he said, “ ‘The Lord said 
to my Lord: “_______at my 
____________ __________ 35 until I 
make your enemies a footstool for your 
feet.” ’ 36 “Therefore let all Israel be assured 
of this: God has made this Jesus, whom 
you crucified, both Lord and Messiah.”  

 

As believers, we share in Christ’s authority over 
demonic power and in victory over sin. 
 

Ephesians 2:6  
And God raised us up with Christ and 
_______________ us __________ him in 
the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 

 
Ephesians 6:10-11  
Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his 
mighty power. 11 Put on the full armor of 
God, so that you can __________ 
__________ ____________ against the 
devil’s schemes.  

 
Romans 6:11-14  

In the same way, count yourselves 
dead to sin but alive to God in 
Christ Jesus. 12 Therefore do not let 
sin reign in your mortal body so 
that you obey its evil desires. 13 Do 
not offer any part of yourself to 
sin . . . 14 For _______ shall _____ 
______________   be your 
_______________, because you are 
not under the law, but under grace. 

Christ’s Session at the Throne 
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Christ’s exaltation will be complete when He re-
turns to the earth in glory! At that point, Christ 
will publicly reign in triumph. All His enemies will 
be cast down. And He will judge both the living 
and the dead. 
  

Matthew 25:31-46  
“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, 
and all the angels with him, he will sit on 
his glorious throne. 32 All the nations will 
be gathered before him, . . . 34 “Then the 
King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, 
you who are blessed by my Father; take 
your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for 
you since the creation of the world. . . . 41 
“Then he will say to those on his left, 
‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into 
the eternal fire prepared for the devil and 
his angels. . . . 46 “Then they will go away to 
eternal punishment, but the righteous to 
eternal life.”  

 
On that great and glorious day, His Kingdom will 
be established and He will reign forever.  
 

Revelation 11:15  
The seventh angel sounded his trumpet, 
and there were loud voices in heaven, 
which said: “The kingdom of the 
___________ has _______________ the 
kingdom of our __________ and of his 
Messiah, and he will reign for ever and ev-
er.”  

 
Revelation 22:3  
No longer will there be any curse. The 
throne of God and of the Lamb will be in 
the city, and his servants will serve him. 4 
They will see his face, and his name will be 
on their foreheads. 5 There will be no more 
night. They will not need the light of a 
lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord 
God will give them light. And they will 
reign for __________ and __________. 

 

What a day that will be! 

Christ’s Glorious Return 

THINGS TO DISCOVER  
 
We have someone on the throne who truly knows us. He has walked on this earth 
as one of us. The Bible says, “He knows how we are formed. . .” (Psalm 103:14, 
Hebrews 4:15) and he is able to empathize with our weaknesses. In view of these 
things, what benefits are there in having Him on the throne?  
 
 
Christ is constantly interceding on our behalf. How does this affect the spiritual 
warfare we face?  
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HIS ENABLING WORK 
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Take a few moments before you begin the lesson. 
Enter into the Lord’s presence, sitting quietly be-
fore Him. 
 
“Almighty God, you are an awesome God, far 
beyond what I can even imagine. And yet, you 
want a relationship with me. I want that too, 
Lord. Draw me close to You. Help me to know 
you more and more as I continue in my life with 
You. Holy Spirit, enlighten me as I set my mind 
and heart to learn more about You. In Jesus’ 
Name. Amen.” 
 
 
The Holy Spirit is the “Advocate” (Counselor/
Helper) that Jesus said would be sent by the Fa-
ther. He acts as a “teacher,” helping us to under-
stand and implement the Word of God into our 
lives. It is the Spirit that draws us to the Lord, con-
victing us of our sin and poor judgment. He helps 
us to understand and know the depths of God’s 
love for us.  
 

John 14:26  
But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom 
the ______________ __________ 
__________ in my name, will teach you all 
things and will remind you of everything I 
have said to you. 

 
John 16:7  
. . . it is for your good that I am going away. 
Unless I go away, the Advocate will not 
come to you; but if I go, I will __________ 
________ to you. 

 
 

THE WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

AND THE SCRIPTURES  
 
The Holy Spirit works as to illuminate our minds 
so that we can understand the Scriptures. Notice 
the words in the following passage that are used to 
describe what He does.  
 
 

1 Corinthians 2:10-16  
. . . these are the things God has revealed to us 
by his Spirit. The Spirit searches all things, 
even the deep things of God. 11 For who knows 
a person’s thoughts except their own spirit 
within them? In the same way no one knows 
the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. 
12 What we have received is not the spirit of the 
world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that 
we may understand what God has freely given 
us. 13 This is what we speak, not in words 
taught us by human wisdom but in words 
taught by the Spirit, explaining spiritual reali-
ties with Spirit-taught words. 14 The person 
without the Spirit does not accept the things 
that come from the Spirit of God but considers 
them foolishness, and cannot understand them 
because they are discerned only through the 
Spirit. 15 The person with the Spirit makes 
judgments about all things, but such a person 
is not subject to merely human judgments, 16 
for, “Who has known the mind of the Lord so 
as to instruct him?” But we have the mind of 
Christ.  

 
It was the Holy Spirit who was the original divine 
influence at work in the men of God who wrote 
the Scriptures. In other words, the authors of the 
Bible wrote as He inspired them. In this way, the 
Scriptures are “God-breathed.” 

 
II Timothy 3:16 
All Scripture is ________-
____________________ and is useful for 
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training 
in righteousness, 

  
The Holy Spirit continues to “watch over” the 
Word, to safeguard the original meaning of the 
Scriptures throughout all the various translations 
and versions. The Bible is the most amazing compi-
lation – and has withstood the test of time because 
of the protection of the Holy Spirit.  
 

Jeremiah 1:12  
The LORD said to me, “You have seen 
correctly, for I am ________________ 
to ________ that my __________ is 
__________________.”  

The Work of the Holy Spirit 
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At the point of our surrender and acceptance of 
Christ’s sacrifice on our behalf, we become predes-
tined to be made like the image of God's Son. The 
Spirit of God takes on the work of transforming us 
into that  
image. He works to renew the entire person, by 
leading us to separate ourselves from a sinful life-
style so we can dedicate ourselves to God and His 
purposes. He influences us to lose our desire for 
the things of the world. The very things we used to 
do can become distasteful or disgusting to us. This 
is the Holy Spirit helping us to “die to sin” and 
“live for righteousness.” He sets us free from the 
“law of sin and death.” 
 
He convicts us of sin. 

 
Without the conviction of the Holy Spirit, man 
tends to look at sin as “mistakes” or as a human-
level “problem.” We may see sin as social miscon-
duct, meaning different things in different cul-
tures.  
 
The Holy Spirit’s conviction brings us to a deep, 
godly sorrow. This sorrow is more than just being 
sorry for being “caught” at some kind of wrongdo-
ing. This sorrow is a grief – an anguish, over hav-
ing displeased a Holy God. We literally feel horri-
ble because we come to the realization that we 
have gone astray from the One who loves us so 
much. This is more than just an emotion – it moti-
vates us to change! It is a godly sorrow that leads us 
to repentance. We no longer want to continue liv-
ing the way we have. It is the Holy Spirit that caus-
es us to see sin as rebellion against God. 
 

II Corinthians 7:10  
Godly sorrow brings 
__________________________ that leads 
to salvation and leaves no regret, but world-
ly sorrow brings death. 

 

The conviction of the Holy Spirit brings us into 
agreement with God. It is the truth that ultimately 
sets us free. (John 8:32) 
 

Psalm 51:4  
Against you, you only, have I ___________ 
and done what is evil in your sight; so you 
are ____________ in your verdict and 
______________________ when you 
judge.  

 
He regenerates us. 

This regeneration begins with our “new birth” – 
being “born-again.” The new birth is a significant, 
awe-inspiring act.  
 

John 3:3  
Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one 
can see the kingdom of God unless they 
are __________ _____________.”  

 
Notice how God gives us natural examples for spir-
itual truths. Like natural birth, spiritual birth is 
not something that happens gradually over a peri-
od of time. The “gestation period” or “Labor” may 
be difficult or painful, but the birth itself doesn’t 
take that long. And it doesn’t happen in a way that 
makes a person confused as to when it happened. 
When you are born again, you know it! Your life 
changes. You go from darkness to light. There is a 
significant change.  

The Work of the Holy Spirit at Salvation 
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Spiritual rebirth cannot be explained in terms of 
human capability or resources. We are drawn by 
God’s Spirit, we believe, and we receive. The work 
of spiritual birth is a free and mysterious act of di-
vine power.  
 

John 1:12-13  
Yet to all who did receive him, to those 
who believed in his name, he gave the right 
to become children of God— 13 children 
born _______ of _________________ 
descent, nor of human decision or a hus-
band’s will, but ___________ _____ 
_________. 

 
John 3:6-8  
Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the 
_______________ _____________ 
____________ to ______________. 7 You 
should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You 
must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows 
wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but 
you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone 
born of the Spirit.” 

 
He seals us. 

 
Ephesians 1:13  
And you also were included in Christ when 
you heard the message of truth, the gospel 
of your salvation. When you believed, you 
were _______________ in him with a 
__________ , the promised Holy Spirit, 

 

“Sealing” speaks of security, ownership, and a guar-
antee or down-payment. When we are sealed with 
the Holy Spirit, it signifies that we now belong to 
God, and because of that, we are guaranteed cer-
tain blessings and promises.  
 

II Corinthians 1:21-22  
Now it is God who makes both us and you 
stand firm in Christ. He 
____________________ us, 22 set his seal 
of ______________________ on us, and 
put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, 
guaranteeing what is to come. 

 
II Peter 1:3-4  
His divine power has given us everything 
we need for a godly life through our 
knowledge of him who called us by his own 
glory and goodness. 4 Through these he has 
given us his very great and precious 
____________________, so that through 
them you may ______________________ 
in the ______________ ______________, 
having escaped the corruption in the world 
caused by evil desires.  

 
The Holy Spirit’s work in us continues, obstructed 
only by our stubbornness, until our death or until 
the return of our Lord Jesus.  

The Work of the Holy Spirit at Salvation (continued) 



141 

 

He fills us. 

 
Jesus fills us with the Spirit initially, but com-
mands us to keep on being filled with the Spirit.  
 

Acts 2:4  
All of them were ______________ with 
the __________ _______________ and 
began to speak in other tongues as the Spir-
it enabled them.  

 
Ephesians 5:18  
Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to 
debauchery. Instead, _____ 
______________ with the 
_______________, 

 
He guides us.  

 
The Spirit: 
 
• guides,  
 

Galatians 5:16  
So I say, walk _____ the ______________, 
and you will not gratify the desires of the 
flesh. 

 
• directs,  
 

Acts 8:29  
The Spirit __________ Philip, “_____to 
that chariot and __________ near it.”  

 
• appoints,  
 

Acts 13:2  
While they were worshiping the Lord and 
fasting, the __________ ______________ 
__________, “Set apart for me Barnabas 
and Saul for the work to which I have 
called them.” 

 
• makes decisions,  
 

Acts 15:28  
It ________________ __________ to the 
__________ ______________ and to us 
not to burden you with anything beyond 
the following requirements . . .  

 
• prohibits,  
 

Acts 16:6  
Paul and his companions traveled through-
out the region of Phrygia and Galatia, hav-
ing been __________ by the Holy Spirit 
__________ preaching the word in the 
province of Asia.  

 
• and teaches. Jesus promised that the Holy Spir-

it would lead us into all truth (John 14;26). 
 
Luke 12:12  
“. . . for the Holy Spirit will 
____________ you at that time what 
you should say.” 

 
 

The Continuing Work of the Holy Spirit 
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He manifests Christ’s life in the Church. 

 
The Holy Spirit creates and manifests in us both 
the life of Christ as well as the work of Christ.  
 
• What Christ is manifests itself in us when the 

Spirit encourages the growth of the fruit of the 
Spirit. These are the characteristics of Jesus 
Himself.  

 
Galatians 5:22-23 
But the fruit _____ ________ 
_______________ is love, joy, peace, for-
bearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
23 gentleness and self-control. Against such 
things there is no law. 

• What Christ does is released in us by the Spirit 
when manifestations of the Spirit begin to flow 
through us. (We call these manifestations the 
“gifts” of the Spirit) 

 
I Corinthians 12:7-11  
Now to each one the manifestation of the 
Spirit is given for the common good. 8 To 
one there is given through the Spirit a mes-
sage of wisdom, to another a message of 
knowledge by means of the same Spirit, 9 
to another faith by the same Spirit, to an-
other gifts of healing by that one Spirit, 10 
to another miraculous powers, to another 
prophecy, to another distinguishing be-
tween spirits, to another speaking in dif-
ferent kinds of tongues, and to still anoth-
er the interpretation of tongues. 11 All 
these are the work of one and the same 
Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, 
just as he determines. 

− Like the Fruit of the Spirit, these gifts are 
not to be interpreted in terms of natural 
human capabilities. They are supernatural 
abilities operated by the Spirit through us. 
Their purpose is for the building up 
(edification) of the Body (the Church). Je-
sus operated in these gifts, and he told us 
Himself, “Whoever believes in me will do 
the works I have been doing, and they will 
do even greater things than these, because I 
am going to the Father.” (John 14:12) 

 
 
The Spirit fills us with the joy of Christ and re-
veals the things of God to His followers. All that 
Jesus won for us at the Cross, all that Jesus Christ 
inherited from His Father ⎯ all this, the Spirit 
makes available to us, His Church.  
 
 

The Continuing Work of the Holy Spirit (Continued) 

For a deeper and more comprehensive teaching 
about the Holy Spirit, see the Holy Spirit section of 
our White Book curriculum, called The Holy Spirit. 
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THINGS TO DISCOVER  
 
How does the work of the Holy Spirit affect your daily life?  
 
 
How does genetic gifting differ from the gifts of the Holy Spirit?  
 
 
What would happen to the world if God withdrew His Spirit? 
 
 
What would happen to you if God withdrew His Spirit from the world?  
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Definition of Terms 

Adoption ⎯ to choose or take as one’s own; make one’s own by selection. The act of receiv-
ing into a family one that is not naturally a part of that family.  

Atonement ⎯ to avert punishment, especially divine anger, by the payment of a ransom: a life, 
an animal, or money. “At-one-ment”  

Begotten ⎯ to procreate or generate (offspring).  

Consecrate ⎯ to set apart to God.  

Covenant ⎯ an agreement, usually formal, between two or more persons to do or not do 
something specified. Biblically – the conditional promises made to humanity by 
God, as revealed in Scripture.  

Cultivate ⎯ to foster growth and development.  

Curse ⎯ the evil that comes upon man and creation because of sin.  

Dedicate ⎯ to offer to God.  

Diversity  ⎯ variety, multiformity  

Doctrine  ⎯ teaching that carries authority  

Enmity  ⎯ hostility toward another 

Eternal  ⎯ having no beginning or ending, always existing, lasting forever  

Image  ⎯ a likeness or reflection  

Immanence  ⎯ God's intimate relationship with His creation, which He both created and sus-
tains. It means the reachableness of God  

Immanent  ⎯ remaining within; indwelling; inherent  

Incarnation  ⎯ invested with flesh, human body, nature, and form. The act of the second per-
son of the Trinity assuming human form in the person of Jesus Christ and is 
both completely God and completely man.  

Inheritance  ⎯ a blessing or possession received as a gift, particularly to an heir  

Intercession  ⎯ the act of mediating or pleading in behalf of another for the purpose of agree-
ment  

Keep  ⎯ to guard, protect, and watch over  
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Definition of Terms, continued 

Kingdom  ⎯ 1. (Greek: basileia) rulership or government; refers to God's active rule or gov-
ernment past, present, and future.    

  2. the domain over which one rules; the extension of the rulership itself.  

Man  ⎯ unless context obviously indicates otherwise, 'man' refers to humanity in gen-
eral, both males and females  

Mediator  ⎯ a person or agent who acts as a 'go-between' to settle disputes and bring about 
reconciliation; one who stands in an intermediate position  

Messiah  ⎯ refers to 'The Anointed One' (in Hebrew language; Greek equivalent is 'Christ') 
the promised and expected deliverer of the Jewish people  

Messianic Poems  ⎯ a collection of poems in Isaiah, chapters 40-53, that speak of the nature and 
ministry of the coming Messiah, the Anointed One. Much of the material ap-
plies to the Messiah as God's “anointed.”  

Omnipotent  ⎯ having all power, all-powerful  

Omni-present  ⎯ present everywhere at once  

Omniscient  ⎯ having all knowledge, all-knowing  

Original Sin  ⎯ Adam and Eve's initial disobedience to God, the effect of their sin, passed ge-
netically to all descendants   

Paracletos  ⎯ Greek word used in Scripture translated as 'One called alongside to help'; The 
Comforter and Helper promised by Jesus  

Pentateuch  ⎯ the first five books of the Old Testament, collectively regarded as the 'Books of 
the Law', also referred to as the 'Torah'  

Pluralistic  ⎯ used in religion to refer to a multitude of different religions or belief systems  

Priest  ⎯ a man appointed to act for others in matters pertaining to God  

Prophecy  ⎯ the foretelling or prediction of what is to come. Something that is declared by a 
prophet, especially a divinely inspired prediction, instruction or exhortation  

Prophet  ⎯ (Hebrew:Nabi) authorized spokesman, one who speaks for God; a foreteller or 
'forth-teller' of God's purpose; one who speaks for God by divine inspiration, a 
prophetic “voice.”  

Propitiation  ⎯ turning away God's wrath towards us by the sacrificial (atoning) death of Jesus 
Christ  

Reconciliation  ⎯ the bringing together of two offended and separated parties, referring to 
Christ's death that brought together God and people, resulting in our salvation; 
the act of settling a disagreement and returning to friendship & harmony.  
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Definition of Terms, continued 

Redeem ⎯ to buy out of slavery; to ransom or deliver from bondage, both physically and 
spiritually; to bring good out of bad  

Redemption  ⎯ the payment of a ransom or sacrifice by which Jesus Christ secured our salva-
tion  

Relentless  ⎯ unstoppable, incessant, sustained, unbroken, persistent  

Restoration  ⎯ bringing back a former condition or position  

Righteousness  ⎯ rightness in relationship to God and man  

Sanctuary  ⎯ place of God's presence; a holy place; a place of safety  

Satan  ⎯ evil angel who opposes God's will; thrown out of heaven by God; also known as 
Lucifer or the devil  

Seed  ⎯ offspring or descendant; used particularly in Scripture to speak of that Descend-
ant of woman who would defeat the serpent and produce a redeemed race   

Self-Centeredness  ⎯ sin's pervading effect that shapes people to concentrate first on themselves, ig-
noring the needs of others  

Serpent  ⎯ animal used by Satan to tempt Eve; a symbol of Satan himself (see Genesis 3:1-1 
5; John 8:44; Romans 16:20; 2 Corinthians 11:3; Revelation 12:9)  

Servant  ⎯ the title of an office, the idea of a subordinant King ruling for the Great King; 
also (Greek: doulos) a bond-servant, a slave  

Servant-King  ⎯ a legal term, signifying the subordinate ruler who rules in covenant relation-
ships with the Supreme Sovereign  

Sin  ⎯ a violation or transgression of a command; the state of being alienated from 
God  

Sovereign  ⎯ one who has supreme power or authority (above all others)  

Sovereignty  ⎯ the condition of superiority to all rank, powers, or authority; Father's absolute 
rule in Jesus Christ over all other authorities  

Subordinate King  ⎯ a legal term, from the Hittite covenantal structure of 2,000 BC, signifying the 
responsibility and covenantal bond between the Supreme Sovereign and his 
subordinate rulers  

Supreme  ⎯ highest in rank or authority  

Temptation  ⎯ a circumstance that may entice someone into sin  
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Definition of Terms, continued 

Total Depravity  ⎯ the effect of Original Sin in peoples' psyche and body, permeating every as-
pect of their being, rendering them unable to submit to God's ways, making 
them unable to please God. Total depravity does not mean that every per-
son is as bad as he could possibly be. Rather, that the infection has spread 
irreversibly throughout a person's being  

Transcend  ⎯ to rise above or go beyond, over pass, exceed  

Transcendence  ⎯ that which speaks of God's separateness from His creation  

Transcendent  ⎯ God, by nature, lives apart from His creation. He created it; He is not de-
pendent on it. He transcends the human plane on which we live  

Trinity  ⎯ the union of three persons in one Godhead (God the Father, the Son and 
the Holy Spirit)  

Unity  ⎯ oneness of mind, feeling, etc., as among a number of persons; harmony, or 
agreement  

Vicarious  ⎯ substitutionary  

Vicarious Atonement  ⎯ substitutionary sacrifice of Jesus Christ to satisfy the penalty of sins which 
separate mankind from God, an act to make reconciliation possible  

Willfulness  ⎯ the effect of sin in one's heart that makes us automatically choose our own 
self-developed pathways, ignoring God's gracious purposes and help  

Word  ⎯ the designation of Jesus of Nazareth as the giver and expression of God's 
teachings, both in an eternal and temporal sense  
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TEST 
Discovery Series, Section 1: Discovering God 

Name: ______________________________________________                         Score: ___________ 
                        2 points each                    

THIS IS AN OPEN-BOOK TEST. You will need a score of 80% to receive a certificate of completion. 
 
INSTRUCTIONS:  Circle the correct answer in each of the following multiple choice questions.    

Discovery Series, Section 1: Knowing God—TEST 

1. The Gospels show Jesus entering the lives of 
people and inviting them to follow Him . . . 
a. To a local church or synagogue. 
b. From wherever they were at the time. 
c. After they got everything in their lives set-

tled. 
d. All of the above. 

 
2. When we say that God is sovereign, we mean 

that . . . 
a. He is the One who has ultimate authority 

to rule. 
b. He created all things. 
c. He sustains all things.  
d. All of the above. 

 
3. The Unity between The Father, the son, & the 

Holy Spirit 
a. Is only useful when necessary. 
b. Is not always in play. 
c. Is perfect. 
d. All of the above. 

 
4. God, the father . . . 

a. Was the One who initiated covenant rela-
tionships.  

b. Waited for mankind to repent before do-
ing anything about their broken relation-
ship. 

c. Is waiting for us to fail so that he can pro-
nounce judgement upon us. 

d. All of the above. 
 
 
 
 

5. The Lord Jesus Christ . . . 
a. Lived a completely sinless life on earth. 
b. Became a man 
c. Faced temptation in all areas.  
d. All of the above. 

 
6. Historically,  too little attention has been paid 

to the Holy Spirit, therefore: 
a. People have been reluctant to delve into 

learning about him. 
b. Christian doctrine has been somewhat dis-

torted. 
c. There has been a lack of power in the life 

of believers.  
d. All of the above. 

 
7. Man was created . . .  

a. As an animal. 
b. in God’s image. 
c. To evolve into godhood.  
d. All of the above. 

 
8. Satan’s strategy in the garden of Eden 

a. Was unique to that situation. 
b. Was the only time he used that method. 
c. Is the same strategy he uses today. 
d. None of the above. 

 
9. Because of Sin . . .  

a. Man lost peace with God 
b. Man lost peace with man. 
c. Shame entered man’s awareness. 
d. All of the above.  
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10. Our knowledge of God’s redemptive nature 
will . . . 

a. Cause us to love Him more and more. 
b. Makes us better than other people. 
c. Earn us salvation points. 
d. All of the above. 

 
11. “Covenant” means . . . 

a. To be at peace with communal living. 
b. To enforce laws and regulations.  
c. To bind together 
d. All of the above. 

 
12. When Jesus came to earth as a man, 

a. It must have been difficult for him. 
b. There was no reason for him to face any 

difficulty. 
c. It was all joyful for him. 
d. All of the above. 

 
13. The book of Isaiah foretells the coming of 

this extraordinary . . .  
a. Messenger. 
b. King. 
c. Servant. 
d. None of the above. 

 
14. Jesus called us all to be . . . 

a. Prophets. 
b. Salt & light in this world. 
c. Master builders of the Kingdom of God. 
d. All of the above. 

 
15. The sacrifice of Jesus Christ . . . 

a. Must be repeated again and again. 
b. Does not need to be repeated. 
c. Has no bearing on our life today. 
d. All of the above.  

16. Until Christ returns . . . 
a. We are to simply wait. 
b. We, the Church, must continue to ex-

press & extend God’s Kingdom on earth.  
c. We are to make war against the ungodly. 
d. All of the above.  

 
17. God views sin as . . . 

a. Old-fashioned and primitive. 
b. Rebellion against Himself.  
c. Out of date with scientific data. 
d. All of the above. 

 
18. Christ’s resurrection was unique because . . . 

a. He did not die again later. 
b. He died again later. 
c. He appeared to people. 
d. All of the above. 

 
19. When we refer to the “session” of Christ, we 

mean . . . 
a. That he had a meeting with the Phari-

sees. 
b. That he will meet with us in the air on 

the last day. 
c. That he is seated at the right hand of the 

Father. 
d. All of the above. 

 
20. The original divine influence at work in the 

men who wrote the scriptures was . . . 
a. God the Father 
b. The Holy Spirit. 
c. Jesus Christ. 
d. None of the above. 

21.     T      F It is God’s desire to stay hidden 
from us, so that we cannot know 
Him. 

22.     T      F God knows everything! 

23.     T      F The power of God is limited. 

24.     T      F When we say that God is a 
“person”, we mean that He is 
human. 

25.     T      F The Holy Spirit is God. 

INSTRUCTIONS: Circle the correct answer (T for true, F for false) in the following  true  
      or false questions: 

Discovery Series, Section 1: Knowing God—TEST 
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26.     T      F God is the perfect Father, and 
therefore the perfect example of 
what a father is to be. 

27.     T      F The Son of God was not present 
when the Father created the uni-
verse. 

28.     T      F Jesus was not willing to allow 
death to stand between Him and 
His Father’s will. 

29.     T      F The Holy Spirit is merely a force, 
or a feeling. 

30.     T      F The Holy Spirit teaches us, and 
helps us to know the truth. 

31.     T      F Man is not here for the world, 
the world is here for man. 

32.     T      F Man is evolving, becoming better 
and better with the passing of 
time. 

33.     T      F Satan wants to keep us separate 
from God.  

34.     T      F Adam blamed God for his fallen 
state. 

35.     T      F God is sometimes willing to turn 
our failure into opportunities for 
good. 

36.     T      F Marriage is a covenant whereby 
the partners are to lay their lives 
down for one another. 

37.     T      F Every time a covenant has been 
violated, it has been man who 
has violated it. 

38.     T      F In Theology, incarnation is the 
doctrine that the second person 
of the Trinity assumed human 
form in the person of Jesus 
Christ. 

39.     T      F The leaders of Israel fully under-
stood the servant nature of the 
Messiah. 

40.     T      F On the road to Emmaus, Jesus 
gently reproved his friends for 
not grasping the truth of what 
prophets had spoken. 

41.     T      F Those who received Christ real-
ized that He was the true Light, 
the Messiah, the Word. 

42.     T      F God has always spoken. 

43.     T      F The angels in heaven appointed 
Jesus as High Priest. 

44.     T      F Jesus proclaimed the Kingdom of 
God as his central message. 

45.     T      F Jesus faced our temptations, and 
experienced our relationships.  

46.     T      F Jesus Christ was one of many 
who were qualified to pay for our 
sin. 

47.     T      F The death of Christ provided a 
substitute so that people do not 
have to die eternally for their sin.  

48.     T      F The resurrection of Christ is the 
most fundamental doctrine of 
Christianity. 

49.     T      F One day, every knee will bow and 
every tongue will confess that 
Jesus Christ IS the Lord.  

50.     T      F The Bible has withstood the test 
of time because of the protection 
of the Holy Spirit. 

When you have completed your test, tear it out of the book and turn it in to 
the office or to your Home Group Leader.  

If you score 80% or above you will receive a certificate of achievement.  
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